August 2008

SOUND THE TRUMPET IN PRAYER

And if you go to war in your land against the enemy that opresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).
Hope for the Hopeless
 It is likely that everyone reading these words has felt hopeless at some point in their life—it doesn’t matter who you are or where you come from. We all have a story to tell. Although some stories may seem worse than others---the effect that situation had/has on the individual cannot be minimized based on someone else’s experience. However, we have hope in that what seems to be hopeless can actually be the catalyst to cause us to reach out for an answer. Hopelessness can cause a fight/flight response to kick in so that we look for a way up and out. The hope of a way out is what will cause us to do whatever it takes to overcome. The end result is a positive change in our thinking and perception---if we choose to change our minds.
Okay, so stuff happened to us---or we did things we regret. If this is the case---it is fact that can not be changed. What do we do? See ourselves based on what others did to us or what we did to others? Do we seek help from drugs, alcohol, material possessions, or people---who often have the same problem or all of the above? None of these give us a solution to a problem that we must handle every day. Our solution begins by taking our eyes off our pain, and looking toward God and others. We are underestimating God if we think the only reason He came as a living sacrifice was so we could be saved. Salvation has to do with eternal life, but Jesus wants to give us more. He wants to give us abundant life. He wants to use every one of us to reach somebody else. Every individual has the potential to affect other lives. There are people that will never be reached if we don’t all get beyond our situation and try. This is what is important to God---not what we did or what others did to us. He wants us to receive His love and pass it on to others. If we don’t get beyond self and circumstance---then the cross is in vain in our lives. 
Jesus spoke the parable of the “Good Samaritan” to a man trying to justify himself by asking who his neighbor was. It is interesting that this man, who was a lawyer, asked this question after questioning Jesus regarding the greatest commandment, which is to love God and your neighbor as yourself. Samaritans were looked down on by the Jews of the day---kind of like how some “good” people look down on others for who they are, their position, and for their mistakes in our day.  The parable tells of a man who was robbed, beaten, and left to die. A priest and a Levite (the religious men of the day) both passed by and ignored the man who needed help. Then, said Jesus, a certain Samaritan came by and had compassion on the dying man. “And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him”(Luke 10:34).  We can look at this parable in a spiritual sense. The pouring of oil is symbolic of the Spirit of God that can heal any wound. Shouldn’t those who possess the Spirit impart it to those in need? We see the pouring of wine symbolizing the cleansing blood that was shed in mercy for us. Shouldn’t we impart mercy and forgiveness to others as it has been imparted to us? And then we see the bearing of another’s burden.

Like the Good Samaritan, we should take the time to reach out to those who God has put in our path---speaking a kind word in a dark hour to someone on the street---or wherever our feet may tread. Keeping in mind that not all wounds are physical---emotional scars will be there long after physical wounds heal. Many have been beaten and burned by sin, abuse, and the other evil things of this world. They need a “Good Samaritan” to bind up their wounds with kindness---to pass along God’s mercy when they need it most. The parable ends with Jesus asking the lawyer the following question. “Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise” (Luke 10:36-37).  The Good Samaritan, someone of a hated race, was used by God to touch another life. What does this mean for us, who have lived lives that are less than perfect? This tells us that no matter what has happened or where we are at in life---we can have a positive effect on someone by showing mercy. Something as simple as an encouraging word goes a long way in offering hope to the hopeless. BR
* * * * * * * * 

Dear So & So

By Sherry Lopez

You are a voice inside my head, the voice that reminds me - wake up, your not dead

The very same voice whispers in my ear when life’s trials and troubles bring me to tears.  This voice often tells me - "Do not give up", it brushes my shoulders, caresses my cheek - this voice gives me strength when my senses are weak.  It’s that still small voice no one else can hear - this voice understands me, like a friend who is dear.  And - when I’m alone and it seems no ones there, your voice will speak gently to remind me you care.  And, when I am gloomy and sadness darkens my day - you bring the sunshine that brightens my way.

If they ask me your name---What shall I tell them?  JESUS!! I'll proclaim!!  You are that voice in which I find peace - my very best friend, my Savior - indeed!
WORDS FROM BEHIND THE WALL
ADDICTION---WHEN WE JUST CAN’T STOP
Whether it is drugs or alcohol---addiction consumes time, thought, and energy. They are obsessions that demand more and more from you. What is most important is not whether you are predisposed to an enslaving habit, but whether you are willing to do whatever it takes to bring this habit under control. To protect the sacred moment of your pleasure, you deny that your addiction is ruining you. There is too much to lose so you hide it from others---instead of admitting the extent of your enslavement. You convince yourself that you can stop whenever you want. You learn to live in two worlds at the same time. You even believe your own lies. Then you become an accomplished actor in front of people. Your addictions are destructive to your self and to those you love. Directly or indirectly your addiction can destroy your family, friendships, job, health, reputation, and self respect. Your addiction provides predictable relief and power in an unpredictable and painful world. When faced with a loss of health---when haunted by harm done to others. When hounded by the rejection of your parents or spouse---it is natural for you to try to relieve the pain. You hate feeling guilty, disconnected, empty, and alone. You long for acceptance and love. But you have a remedy that will help you forget it all. Alcoholism drowns sorrow, and drugs turn lows into highs. So you cling to your addiction. It also provides an illusion of control. It’s like a private magic carpet that transports you to a world where you seem to be in charge. It provides a predictable way of changing the way you feel about your self and others. It provides moments you can count on. While it gives you the illusion of control—it also appears to provide you with relief and power in the midst of pain and helplessness. In reality it’s a house of mirrors---promising you freedom---then trapping you with little hope of escape. The effect is always self destructive bondage. What you find out too late is that in exchange for relief and control---your addiction masters you. At some point you will be forced to choose between your addiction and those you love. You know what you desperately want. Now you are trapped. What will it take to get your attention? Will it be family, court ordered treatment, financial ruin, loss of employment, loss of health, or loss of a relationship? Something must cause you to be willing to reach out for help. One thing is for certain---to recover your sanity, sobriety, and self respect---you will need the Lord in your life. There is no other way, and that is the final word.                                                                                                      

                                                                 David Turner
* * * * * * * * * * * * 

RENEWAL
The sun is bright as it shines down on the earth through all the darkness in space---the energy is so great it warms our souls and gives us light to see by. On a day like today only the whitest snow can reflect this brightness back to the surrounding area. As it lays on the ground over time it mixes with dirt and pollutants. Its purity is darkened until it can no longer reflect light from the sun. By the next day the sun bakes the dirty snow until it melts and becomes no more. The snow becomes vapor leaving the dirt behind. Rising up until it can become bright, white snow once again. 3/31/08
* * * * * * * * * * * *
REMEMBER WHAT IS GIVEN
I try to see all of God’s miracles because some seem so small to us we miss them. By missing them we also forget to thank God for them. For example: Many times I’ll be thinking to myself “I could use some help.” And out of no where somebody comes along and offers me a hand. How many times have I needed that extra push, and all of the sudden---I succeed. How about each time I think of my family, and the next day I receive a letter from them. We make the mistake of calling it luck, but remember the word “luck” is a non-believers way of saying blessing. 6/28/08
“There are two ways to life. One is as though nothing is a miracle. The other is as though everything is a miracle”---Albert Einstein                                  William Moctezuma
* * * * * * * * * * * *
I would like to say something to young people---I would ask you to stay away from drugs and alcohol. You have no idea of the pain and misery you will avoid if you will listen to this advice. The depression and memory loss from smoking pot and drinking is something you never consider when you are young. It’s when you are older and sad all the time that you begin to wish you never started. Don’t deal drugs. It’s usually your best friend that sets you up to be taken down. There is no honor among drug dealers or drug users. The fact is---nobody wants to go to jail and do their time. It’s a losers game so don’t play. Stay involved in church. Look to your family for closeness and love. Don’t give in to peer pressure. It’s better to feel comfortable with your self than to feel “cool” in front of your friends. If you don’t listen to the advice I give you---then I guess I will see you here in the system. Somewhere you definitely don’t want to be.
                                                                      Oscar Falcon

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

HOW GOD WANTS PEOPLE TO FORGIVE

I am in jail for something I did not do. In the Bible something similar happened to Joseph. If Joseph can forgive so can I. I have chosen to forgive that person. I feel that because of what God is doing in my life through this situation---I will come out of this in a better position than I was in before this happened---people will look up to me instead of down on me. Even now people look up to me thanks to what God is doing through this. Just like it happened in Joseph’s day---I believe that God is turning what was meant for evil into something good. He has brought me to a higher position through the knowledge I have gained of Him. I would not have this position if this hadn’t happened. I believe God is going to use this so I can help save the lives of many people.            Joe Festherson
* * * * * * * * * * * * 

Please submit all your thoughts for Words From Behind the Wall and your praise reports to Beth Marie Rexford, C/O International Christian Fellowship, 9146 Lincoln Ave, Brookfield IL 60513. 















