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SOUND THE TRUMPET IN PRAYER

And if you go to war in your land against the enemy that opresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).
Our Duty
We live in a time when so many are caught up in life’s problems and fail to look beyond their own circle of influence. Do we have a responsibility to God or to others beyond the needs and concerns of our own family and friends? What is the duty of mankind? The word of God says “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man” (Ecclesiastes 12:13). The word “duty” as it is used in this scripture implies whole, the totality, and one. While this is only one statement, it says a lot. It is so easy to overlook one of our most important duties. Today so many eyes are fastened on our economy as if that is the most important thing that we have to consider. Of course it is important, but is it possible that lack of obedience could be a contributing factor to some of the turmoil we see today? God’s word tells us not only to respect those in authority, but to pray for them. Respecting them does not mean we agree with everything that those in authority do. However, we must consider our own actions, remembering it is better to be right with God than right. It is interesting to note that history shows that when the leaders of the people act wickedly, the people follow suit. 
What does this mean to those who claim to know and love God? If those of us that know Him fall short of our responsibilities, where does that leave the world at large? 
I Timothy 2:1-4 says, “I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” It is probable that most of us would admit we have fallen short of our duty in this matter. It is so easy to get caught up in our own lives and problems; forgetting that God promises peace to those who obey this exhortation. The word “exhort” means to desire, to implore, or to plead with. Why does God ask this? The word says “first of all” pray for those in authority and give thanks for all men. This is regardless of who they are or what they do. We should do this with the hope that we may live in peace, with out conflict, and in the liberty of truth. When our leaders are strengthened through prayer and by the Spirit of God, they are more likely to do right by the people. God our savior wants all men to be saved and come to this knowledge. Calvary reinforced this fact: God is not willing that any should perish. 
We must realize that God is more faithful than we are. If we will do our duty in this small thing and pray for our president, our congress, and all who are in authority; God will surely keep His promise. What have we got to lose? What would happen if everyone in the entire nation, regardless of political preference would join together and pray for the leaders of this great nation? Is it possible that God would hear from heaven and heal our land? Let’s consider this matter and take it to heart. We all have a duty as children of God to pray for these matters. In doing so, we are not only affecting those we don’t know, but also the members of our own families with the knowledge and belief that all can come to the liberating power of truth. BR 
FAULTY EYESIGHT 

by Arzella Starkey , dedicated to a prisoner at Centralia

In religion I was very disappointed. As I looked upon God’s anointed I saw a lot of hypocrisy. A Christian I am, they’d say. Don’t you see, but their lifestyle did not agree. That for them Christ was hung on a tree. I tried living for God many a time, but found myself in a life of crime. And for a crime I was put in prison, and discovered all my life I’d been in prison. Not the kind with bars, but a prison of sin. All my life this is where I actually found God. Now as I sit and consider, my head I nod. I had my eyes on an earthly crowd. Instead of on God’s son who was crowned. I am no longer in religion disappointed because now, I’m one of God’s anointed. I no longer look upon the faults of others because now I realize, hey, they are my brothers. They go through the same trials and temptations as me. Now their prayer intercessor I try hard to be. And you know what? I really thank God for Calvary, and for saving a wretch like me, when Jesus hung on a tree. 
WORDS FROM BEHIND THE WALL
You must conceive it in your heart and mind before you can receive it. Our thoughts and expectations wield tremendous power and influence in our lives. We don’t always get what we deserve in life, but we usually get no more than we expect. We receive what we believe. Unfortunately, this principle works as strongly in the negative as it does in the positive. One of the most common slogans among men who are serving long sentences in prison is you’ve got nothing coming. It’s a sad hopeless statement, robbing them of what little hope they have left. This is the best you can expect, it isn’t going to get any better, so you might as well sit down, keep quiet, and endure it. NO! You must look through your eyes of faith and start seeing yourself as happy, healthy, and whole. That means even when your situation looks bleak, even when you’re tempted to be discouraged or depressed. You must encourage yourself by praying. What do you have to lose by keeping your hope alive? I can guarantee you that your difficult situation will never improve as long as you stay in a negative frame of mind. Sometimes good things don’t happen as quickly as we would like. We must keep our mind set on God, and talk to Him in our prayers. God, I know that you are in control and even though some things look impossible. I know today could be the day that things turn around. God, I know that you are working in my life, even though my prayers didn’t come today. I know I’m one day closer to it. I am not going to get up set. I know that your timing is perfect, so I am going to stay in an attitude of good faith and keep trusting in your word. God Bless Us All. 
                                                                 David Turner 
* * * * * * * * * * * *

WHAT IS?
A world deprived of love,
A land absent of any life,

An area without hope,

A place lacking honor,

A community needing peace,

A spot short on compassion,

A home missing Respect….

When the influences of God are gone from our lives, we are then separated and find hell.

* * * * * * * * * * * *

A NEW CHRISTIAN
Don’t allow the older people to discourage you because your faith is new. If they are unwilling to help you grow, they no longer belong to Christ. Show all those around you how good your faith is by following scripture. I’ve seen many young men in prison act in evil because they are afraid. They want to fit in this world. Only the young men that obey our Lord find true respect from others. They show the others how to act in a matter worthy of God’s people. Don’t let the thoughts of the spiritually weak bring you down to a level of sadness; instead give them reason to believe in the One you worship. (I Timothy 4:12)
                                                     William D. Moctezuma 
* * * * * * * * * * * *
POW
A prisoner of war, how did I even end up here? Does it really matter for real? The reasons become irrelevant, all I know is that I have to survive; the main goal is to make it out alive--Body, soul and mind, in refusing to die…Got to keep a grip on my sanity—Got to overcome the oppression and calamity, you know what they’re doing so just hold on---you can’t fall into ruins singing old songs---stuck in the past, suspended in time, I know, I got this, I want to be left behind, wallowing in misery, despair, and bitterness trapped inside thoughts infected by the sickness surrounding my environment. It’s so easy to fall victim to a cipher full of violence---self-evaluation. The only path to rehabilitation---distractions are my demons, but I’m focused on my destination---infinity is my identity, and the most High won’t let me fail my destiny. A prisoner of war, but my soul continues to soar---As my mind expands and I get close to the promise land. I told you this is nothing but preparation and training. The harder you strive the more momentum you’re gaining. Now, tell me something that I don’t already know, well now that you got it---you can’t let it go---trust me I won’t. I am just a prisoner in name. Everyday my trinity shines with God’s eternal flame because life’s bigger than me; all my fallen comrades breathe and live through me. Plus its all about the next generations, I got to do my part for their elevation. Sacrifice is the key to Salvation, A prisoner of war, but a warrior of liberation.

                                                                  Joseph Langdon                                                      
* * * * * * * * * * * *

Sitting on cold cement trying to circumvent--The gang banger’s code of honor--to help a younger be a goner--from this cruel hard reality--that’s an eventuality—no matter where you’re from—this is where you come—If you don’t snap out of it—will you? I doubt it—but still I gotta try to stem the anguished cry of a mother who’s lost her son to violence with a gun—I wish I could have heard—I just thought they were absurd—Nagging just to nag—about me and my red rag—I didn’t want to hear it—didn’t want to hear it—now I’m stuck in here—year after lonely year—sitting in the hole—trying to save your soul—so don’t be out there dissin—sit right down and listen.                Joseph Aragon
* * * * * * * * * * * *

GOOD TASTE

In good taste beyond this place under the Master’s creation, I remain within good grace. Behind these prison walls many have taken a fall out of society’s good grace. Yet, in good taste I shall never lose faith as Gods’ plan is always at work. Yes, some become shook, some meek, some strong, as some seek a good book as life unfolds and yields the reality of the Master’s plan--to understand that some woman or man may have deviated away from the sacred plan or violated a law of our land. Now from behind these walls after many years in this place, they call it the big house…I sound the trumpet in prayer as freedom rings near and no matter one’s fate---remain strong and hold firm to your faith. I encourage all to do good deeds. To read and to study is meant not merely to inform, but to transform in good taste. Beloved follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. He/she that doeth good is of God; surely I strive to master that which is good bound by the reality of this world as well as the “beautiful struggle” that we all must face in this life. I thoroughly take great pleasure and honor by sharing my inspirational thoughts and feelings with hope inscribed with truth revealed for the benefit of mankind for all times, nations, and all regions.  Thus in good grace I seek freedom from this place and pray for the course of life to bring peace to this world and eternal success in the hereafter…in good taste.
                                                               Michael Marshall
* * * * * * * * * * * *

Inmates, please submit your inspirational thoughts for Words from Behind the Wall to Beth Marie Rexford, C/O International Christian Fellowship, 9146 Lincoln Ave, Brookfield IL Praise Reports from anyone also wanted. Thank you. 















