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SOUND THE TRUMPET IN PRAYER

And if you go to war in your land against the enemy that opresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).
A Sure Thing
Some people like to take risks, but most like to know that even in risk taking they will gain more than they will lose. Even the gambler goes into the game with the thought in mind of coming out ahead. And very few throw down without looking at their hand. Abraham was a prophet of God, and a man who believed in the promises of God. Scripture bears out that his faith in God made him righteous (see Galatians 3:6). And Abraham’s faith in God brought blessing on every nation on the earth (see Genesis 12:3). Abraham followed God and left his comfort zone by faith. It is not always an easy thing to do. Sometimes we are more comfortable to stay where we are than to move on to new things. This move is not always a physical one, like Abraham’s was, but is often a spiritual/mental move out of our old ways of thinking. This kind of risk taking is not easy. But unlike the risks we take in everyday life that can be governed by man or chance; the promises made to us in the Word of God are sure and true. God swore to Abraham by Himself (see Genesis 22:16-18) that because of Abraham’s faith and obedience, He would multiply his seed, and in them all nations of the earth would be blessed. Not only that, God promised Abraham’s seed would possess the gate of their enemies, and this means victory over all oppression. How do we know this promise is a sure thing for us? Galatians 3:7-9 says, “Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham”. 

The word “gospel” as used in this scripture literally means “good news in advance”. God knew from the beginning that He would make a sure way of salvation for all nations through the Gospel of Jesus Christ. And that all nations would or could be justified by faith. It is up to us to receive this blessing though faith in the Gospel of Jesus Christ as the promise of blessing is carried over from Old to New Covenant. A few of the definitions for the word “faith” used above are “moral conviction, truthfulness, and reliance on Christ for salvation”. Those that receive and obey the Gospel are children of Abraham by faith, and recipients of the blessing promised by God, who cannot lie. Romans 4:16-17 bears witness in saying that, “Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all, (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were”. We can not go wrong in trusting God, who made a way for us in the beginning, and continues to make a way for us in our day to day lives. The Bible tells us that Israel fell into sin many times worshipping the god Baal. Baal was an idol, whose name literally means god of chance. Baal could not cause fire to fall, even after those worshiping him cut them selves and yelled for hours. But the living God answered when the man of God called, consuming what was on the altar. Let’s put our faith in a sure thing---the living God who hears and answers by fire. BR
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I life I fell into hell a long way, and found it was not where I wanted to stay. When I hit bottom, I felt a rock. And it spoke and said these doors I can unlock. Give me your heart, it’ll be my key. I’ll open these doors and take you with me. I’ll give you a better life than this one. And you’ll never need to be on the run. Your life so much better will surely be, if you will let go of these bars and come with me. But look how in this life you’ve already fared. Even though you’ve tried with all your might, how much worse does it have to be until you’ll trust the one who died for you on a tree? I want to make your life so much better. I love you and want you to be my son. And not travel through life with a knife or a gun. Ok! I said you win; I’ll give you a try! And for some strange reason I started to cry. I felt I had reached my hope’s end. And I didn’t want to go through it all again. This rock promised me a better life with Him. It didn’t look no way as grim. As I stared really reading His letter, I found myself feeling better and better. I found a love I never knew before until I gave Jesus the key to my heart’s door. And now my life is so free, if you know Jesus then you’ll agree that life with Him is so very good. And I wouldn’t change it even if He said I could. And now that I know my Jesus, I know in all things He sees us. Before that was uncomfortable to know. But now if brings me peace as in His way I go. To know He’s with me through all floods and fires, this message I’d like to send through the wires, that Jesus is the one we can really trust, as upon Him all our sorrows and pains we thrust. He’s always there to fill our need. Just like in His letter I read. I’ve found that His Word is really true. That if we give Him our obedience that’s due, we can always depend upon Him to be at our side. And from our troubles there’s no need to run and hide. 
WORDS FROM BEHIND THE WALL
NOW! When we decide to wait, it already becomes too late. Every time we place our own will above the will of the Father, we chance losing it all. Each of us is offered liberation from the sin which runs us. There is no better deal if we wait, only death if we risk holding out any longer. It’s comparable to playing a game of Russian roulette with our souls because any day an end can come. The best time to receive the Lord is right now, before it is too late.

* * * * * * * * * * * *

FIGHT BACK By raising your fist, you feed evil. Evil finds a home in the dark where it finds comfort. A person burning with the love of Jesus refuses to fight. Good is always willing to prove God’s Glory by winning the heart of the enemy. A person filled with darkness drags others into nothing. The worthy refuse to hurt others in hope of changing bad into good (Ephesians 4:26-17; James 1:20).

* * * * * * * * * * * *

HARD WAY As Christians, we will face people who hate and misunderstand us. Just as God allowed satan to test both Job (Job 1:12) and Jesus (Mark 1:13) He allows satan to test our faith only to show how much we need to grow. The devil attacks us when we are in a state of anger, fear, greed or sorrow. This is a time of weakness for us all, but the lesson from our times of attack teaches us what helps. If satan has to wait for your moment of weakness to make his move then you know you have what it takes to fight back (Ephesians 6:11). He can only use his evil tricks on you for the short time you’re in this world (I Peter 1:6-7). Keep your mind outside of worldly things. Instead train it on the One who keeps His eye on us and gives us what we need (Philippians 4:11). After defeating worldly trials, your faith will bring you to a new everlasting place with Christ (Romans 5:2). True Christians continue faith in our Lord because He brings us the reward promised after we move on. The test we endure is only for those that believe. Be glad for that is your ticket to heaven (James 1:2-4).               William D. Moctezuma 
* * * * * * * * * * * *
HOW GOD’S WORD MADE ME UNDERSTAND

I always had a problem reading and understanding what I read. When I came here I started reading the Bible, and I stared to understand every day little by little. God’s Spirit will teach you how to read and understand what you read. God is my witness, when I first got here I did not understand anything I read. Thank God for His Word and the Holy Spirit. Teachers tried to help me in school with my reading, but it did no good for me. God’s Word is powerful. The Holy Spirit can teach you anything, even when the teacher can not teach it to you. Thank God that the Holy Spirit helped me so I know there is a God (I John 2:27).      Joe B. Festherson
* * * * * * * * * * * *

I dare you! Don’t be afraid. I’m old school. See the mistakes I’ve made? Be a stand out. Don’t follow the rest. Don’t walk in the blind. It’s usually a trap. Use your own mind. Don’t take the rap. Just look at me. See where I’m at? You don’t wanna be caged like a rat---told when to eat---told when to wake. This lifestyle is weak. So for your own sake---listen to me---and make your own way---try not to be a gangster this day.

* * * * * * * * * * * *
Lord, you are my guiding light…with you…all things turn out right…I put my faith in you…and you will see me through...each and every single day…even as I pray…You have sheltered me in your arms…to keep me from all harm…you have brought me peace and joy…and promised to destroy the evil that is in me…so that I may be with thee…you have filled me with your love…and given the angels above…instructions to care for me…and guide me into eternity…all the glory belongs to you…Dear Lord, my heart is true…and now the time has come to pass…for me to bear witness to those who ask…so that they may come to you in prayer…knowing you’re a loving God and you care…for each and every one of us…because you are loving and you are just…together we anxiously await…just out beyond Heaven’s gate… 

* * * * * * * * * * * *

The road to recovery can sometimes be the road to discovery for you and me if we open up and let God in. Just take His cup and forsake sin. He’ll show us all life has to give. He won’t let you fall, but let you live. And the thing that’s best of all is He brings you His Heavenly Call. To you and me and all the others for eternity. We’ll all be brothers with our Lord up on high. He keeps His Word you can’t deny. So pray to Him and seek His love to begin your life above.                                                        Joseph Aragon
* * * * * * * * * * * *

I can only subject the raw passion of this life. The pragmatic grace in high spirits profoundly reached by sensational heights---attracted to the beauty of creation, the norm of life on earth. Completely blessed to see all the beauty God has created before thou blessed eyes.  I rejoice in the blessings of life, to feel, to taste, to smell are truly a gift from God. Yes, from human beings having masters degrees, muscle machines, mango trees, the birds and the bees…all are truly a blessing indeed. 
* * * * * * * * * * * *

TROUBADOUR The beautiful struggle from behind these walls has not disturbed my character at all. Still I remain domineering, having a soul full of raw passion thoroughly in accord to my gifted nature, always giving praise to our creator…Thankful I am for all of Gods blessings…very grateful indeed for all the beautiful creations in this life---barred by the human nature with pure love and compassion for all our distinctive relation. Minstrel evoked by the passage of Adam and Eve through the Garden of Eden…purely exotic and very Biblical indeed. May our God forever be pleased---Troubadour with flavors, masterful in praise, having no fear, thriving in cleanliness assert my Godliness; because only God is a bigger God, I shall think big with confidence, knowing my thoughts can never be bigger than God.                                   Michael Marshall

* * * * * * * * * * * *

Inmates, please submit your inspirational thoughts for Words from Behind the Wall to Beth Marie Rexford, C/O International Christian Fellowship, 9146 Lincoln Ave, Brookfield IL Praise Reports from anyone also wanted. Thank you.















