June 2009

SOUND THE TRUMPET IN PRAYER

And if you go to war in your land against the enemy that opresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).
Fear
Without a doubt, fear is in the atmosphere like never before. In the physical realm, there is great instability in our economy and in our government. In the spiritual realm, we have the enemy of our souls working overtime to destroy every bit of our faith through the unstable circumstances going on around us. With each new blow to our psyche comes an assault on our faith. This is dangerous because fear can separate us from God, and can cause us to put our faith in vain things. Things that the enemy would have us believe can save us. There is deception in the air like never before, and fear causes us to see things that are not even there. Faith cannot work with fear. As is written, whatever is not of faith is sin. Upon considering this declaration, let us consider that scripture says it is the fearful and unbelieving that will lead the march into hell. Revelation 21:8 says, “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.”  But God made a way for us to overcome death, regardless of our sin.
Jesus Christ died and rose again, taking dominion over death, hell, and the grave, giving us resurrection power. He redeemed us all so that death no longer has a hold on our lives. Regardless of what the human mind thinks, all sin is the same to God. We do not need to fear judgment if we are redeemed. It does not matter what we have done, as long as we turn towards God (repent). He overcame sin for us. Fear and unbelief lead to sin. The book of Hebrews tells us that we should not let a fearful heart of unbelief cause us to depart from the living God. When our actions are motivated by fear, we will do the wrong thing and make the wrong choices. But when we have been praying and seeking God, we will make faith based choices. Wisdom and revelation from God always come to us through prayer, reading His Word, and purposing in our heart to walk with Him. 

Jesus asks us in Luke 18, when the son of man comes, will he find faith in the earth. In this parable the Lord was giving us a perfect example of relentless prayer and God’s willingness to answer. The truth of the matter is that fear leads to confusion. King Saul’s fear is what led to his fall and destruction. The enemies of Nehemiah used fear tactics to cause him to fall. Nehemiah 6:13 says, “ Therefore was he hired, that I should be afraid, and do so, and sin, and that they might have matter for an evil report, that they might reproach me.” This scripture reveals to us that the enemy can cause us to sin if he can make us afraid. We lose the ability to think clearly and use proper reasoning when we are motivated by fear. And fear has two ugly relatives called anger and depression. Both of these also are detrimental to our spiritual and physical well being. When King David was on the run from his own son, who attempted to steal the kingdom out from under him, the following council was given for his destruction. II Samuel 17:2 says, “And I will come upon him while he is weary and weak handed, and will make him afraid: and all the people that are with him shall flee; and I will smite the king only” This is exactly how the enemy works against us. He comes to us when we are weak, have fallen into sin, or life’s circumstances have beaten us down. He is a coward who attacks when we have fallen, hoping we won’t get up. He wants us to believe that it is no use to go to God or to church so that he can single us out and strike the final blow. The best way to handle any devil is to take him to God with all his accusations. Romans 8:35-39 lists the things that cannot separate us from the love of God. One thing is missing from this exhortation, and that is fear. Let’s choose to believe in the power of God. The things of this world will surely pass away, but His Kingdom will endure forever.  BR
DEDICATED TO THOSE WHO FEEL THERE IS NO HOPE

Written for someone who committed suicide
I wish I would have told you that you are not alone,

that loneliness inside you, that longing to be free -

the emptiness you feel when you look within and see,

the error of your ways, it may seem there's no escape -

but if you cling to Jesus there's hope for better days.

If I had known what I know now, I think I would have said,

that life is not so hopeless when you lean on Him instead.

I wish I would have told you, that even in the dark -

there is a God in whom you can trust, even behind steel bars. I wish I had the chance to say, before you drifted off -

that peace is found despite our wrongs, when we lean upon the cross. And if I would have said these things, perhaps I'd have convinced you, that despite your circumstance in life there is a God who loves you. And time and wisdom will play out and there will come a day, when you can put your past behind and you'll have found the way. I wish I would have told you, that this life is not for you - that God has something more in store, temporarily out of view. And if I said these things to you perhaps you'd finally see, that life is still worth living and you'd climb through to victory, if there were a way to tell you I'd say all this and more. I wish I would have told you... and now I'll say no more. SL
* * * * * * * * * * * *

WORDS FROM BEHIND THE WALL
TEN BOOKS
A while back I was playing spades with three other men, my partner being a good brother whom I have the privilege of studying scripture with. The two of us were on the verge of being double bubbled, which is a complete blow out, when one of our opponents began to mock the power of God because of our Christian faith. Like many of my fellow brothers and sisters serving time behind bars, we all suffer from those who have trouble understanding His ways. This is when they find the opportunity to ask such questions as “where is God?”, and use cute names like “God boy”. We hear it everyday, and it is a test of our faith. The gentlemen jokingly suggested we go for what is called in the game as a yard. This is a go all in to win the game. Since my partner and I have only begun to learn the game days before, this was the first we heard of the yard rule. We both thought this was a great idea, and sang praises to our Lord, while winning book after book until we did it. The guy’s partner cursed him out for losing them an easy double bubble by discrediting the one true God. This fond memory came to me while I was watching the story of David versus Goliath on TV. Throughout our lives, we will face those who test our faith, and the only way to defeat them is unbelievable trust in God. All glory to Him who gives us such victory.
                                                  William D. Moctezuma

* * * * * * * * * * *
I’m not trying to be your friend or impress you with my words. I only ask for you to give me ten to put you up on something you haven’t heard. The game is talked about hella swell. It’s given fame, prestige, and even class, but no one tells you about the time they fell or the years in prison they’ve amassed. Very few survive it to the very end. And even less stay on top for very long. Most will find themselves beginning to descend to the pits of hell with others who were wrong. Survival of the meanest is what it is all about. With a measure of hate and deceit thrown right in. No matter how long you scream and shout. To lie, cheat, and kill is the only way to win. And the Homies who swore to have your back will be the first to stomp all over you. In this game, the cards are stacked, and most players haven’t got a clue. You’ll be good one day, and all bad the next or have to move on the guy you grew up with in this game…All the rules are mixed, and keep changing with every single breath. I hope my words have really caught your ear so maybe your mom won’t have to shed a tear.                  Joseph Aragon
* * * * * * * * * * * *

PASSABLE

Thus each of us is susceptible to sensation. Passable is a feeling or suffering to the reality of all human nature like our taste buds to something sweet or sour. Yet, our passion and submission shall be given with love, peace, and joy. I strive to master all that is good. Overcoming the chains of bondage passable to thou, mind, body, and soul. Keeping it real, only God is greater than all creation on earth, and above no matter your sensation nor your love. Profound acts of love is giving help, sharing, and doing good deeds to control the pass-ability with our faith and humanitarianism. My mastery of passion facilitates the will power to take control of your actions and deeds to help uplift our sisters and brothers regardless of race or creed. The passable is part of our beautiful struggle in this life as the presence of God resides in all humanity, including those bound in passable time.                                     Michael T. Marshall

* * * * * * * * * * * *

STRUGGLING WITH OUR HUMANITY

Being in jail and believing in Christ, we naturally seek to cling onto God’s word for comfort and direction as well as His mercy and grace. We may devote time to prayer, bless our food before we eat, and spend time in His word. At the same time our time is divided watching TV, playing cards, and entertaining lust. A number of us have no idea spiritually why we are incarcerated, and allow our confines to dictate us. Most if not all prisoners at one point or another have fallen victim to the human spirit, Biblically known as the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. We naturally give into self-indulgence, self-preservation, and self-reliance equaling rebellion, independence, and replacement of God. Adam fell victim to his humanity by the food, which was good, pleasant to his eyes, and he desired wisdom. King Solomon fell victim to his humanity in the book of Kings, due to the abundance of gold, chariots, horses, and many wives. As we are warned against our humanity by the Apostle John in I John, we can better understand Jesus’ temptation by satan in the wilderness. The devil had no power or authority over Jesus because He did not yield to the flesh. So while many of us desire to know the Lord, we continue to walk in the flesh, not yielding to the Spirit. Eventually, we’ll be forced to exert our own righteousness as Cain did by offering to worship God according to his own understanding and convenience. Christ our Lord has already secured our victory on the cross. We need only walk in Him and claim it. As simple as that sounds, this requires we deny the lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. These three issues may be the only things keeping us incarcerated and are deceptively under rated. Take this time to master your humanity by yielding to the Holy Spirit, and walking in Him. You may be surprised to learn you are your own warden. Pleasures, possessions, and arrogance, which one has mastered you?                             Dijon Grissette 

* * * * * * * * * * * *
Inmates, please submit your inspirational thoughts for Words from Behind the Wall to Beth Marie Rexford, C/O International Christian Fellowship, 9146 Lincoln Ave, Brookfield IL 60513.  Praise Reports from anyone also wanted. Thank you.















