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SOUND THE TRUMPET IN PRAYER

And if you go to war in your land against the enemy that opresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).
What Really Matters
What is most important in our lives? The greatest indicator will be what gets most of our time, effort, and affection. It can be said that the “thing(s)” we are focused on are the “thing(s)” we put our faith in. It is so easy to get caught up in the cares and the troubles of our everyday lives. There are so many distractions, voices if you will, in this world that compete for our attention. These things draw our attention away from what really matters. 

In our humanity there exists a need to have a purpose, a goal, and a vision. We must have some kind of hope in order to keep going through our everyday lives. This is true regardless of gender, race, or location. It is necessary to have goals, dreams, and a hope of better things. It is not only necessary, but it is crucial to our survival. The Bible tells us that without vision the people perish. Without hope--- anger, fear, and depression set in. Not necessarily in this order, but these three work hand in hand. When circumstances look bleak and there seems to be no way out---we must look at the bigger picture. We need to be able to put our faith in someone greater than our self, our neighbor, or our circumstances. We must put our faith in someone who has the power to pull us out of the pit. It is not by our strength alone that we will overcome the “things” that have held us back or have knocked us down. 
Yes, we must make the decision to take a stand. We also must be willing to fight, and do whatever it takes to stay in the battle. However, the word of God tells us that those who overcame did so by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony. We can’t have a testimony if we don’t go through anything, but it takes power to get out and stay out of the pit. So we come to the conclusion that yes---life is a fight. We have to be willing to fight the good fight of faith. There is a battle that was already fought and won for us at Calvary. This great show of love gives us the ability to overcome our sinful nature, failures, and regrets. Calvary tore down the barrier that separated God from man and opened the door for relationship. Therefore, we must remember to go to Him when we fall, when we’re afraid, and when we are discouraged. It is true that we need each other, but we must remember that we all have limitations because of our humanity. When we value our relationship with God enough to spend time with Him in prayer, we begin to see ourselves and others through His eyes---the eyes of love. Not the world’s conditional love, but God’s unconditional love. 

Fear is cast away and wisdom and understanding come. We begin to realize that it is okay that we aren’t perfect, but with God’s help we can be perfected. Faith and love walk hand in hand. We can accept ourselves and others for who we are, no matter where we are at in life. This is the point where healing can begin---meaning healing and deliverance from the past. Healing and deliverance can only come with love and acceptance. This is not to say we neglect the need for change---change in the right direction is always a good thing. The most important thing we can have from sun up to sun down is a relationship with God. When we have this “love connection”, we will treat ourselves and those around us with respect. We will be willing to learn to forgive the past. God knows our heart and oftentimes He is not as hard on us as we are on ourselves or others. In our search for fulfillment, we pursue many different things. The Bible tells us to seek the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to us. Above all things, we never want to take for granted the mercy and grace of God because nothing in life matters more than Him. BR 
WORDS FROM BEHIND THE WALL
PRAYER---THE RIGHT FORMULA---TRUST AND FAITH

Praying in Jesus name is more than a phrase we add to a prayer. It is the character of the prayer itself. It means that the prayer is in keeping with His nature and character as He lives through us. We must be willing to be in agreement with God---this means wanting what God wants more than what we want. This may take some time in prayer, but it is an essential step in finding God’s will. Doubt and prayer do not mix. Doubt comes from relying on feelings and others opinions, which is sometimes a problem with our prayers. If we are not careful God becomes a means to an end, but God desires to be the end. It is His desire that we seek Him and Him alone. Even when our sins are confessed, and nothing is standing in the way of our relationship with the Lord, He sometimes withholds His answer if He sees we need to refocus our attention on Him. If God gave us everything we wanted---before long we would take Him for granted. This would cause us to miss out on the greatest blessing, which is learning to trust Him. By withholding His answer, He teaches us to persist in prayer. What we pray for is the will of God, but sometimes our timing is off. Let’s say your five year old son wants a flashlight and a pocketknife for his birthday. He would have to grow up before you could trust him with a pocketknife---right? In the same way God is waiting for us to grow spiritually in some areas. So when you pray and don’t get an answer when you want it, you have to remember that phrase we have all heard before. God may not come when you want him, but He is always on time. We have to trust and wait on His word. If God withholds answers to our prayers, it is because He wants to give us something better than what we asked for. It may be more than what we deserve or expected. One beautiful example of what I am telling you is that of Lazarus in John 11. If Jesus had healed Lazarus immediately, we would have missed out on His greatest miracle. Mary and Martha didn’t understand why Jesus waited and let Lazarus die. But which is the greatest blessing? To have a man healed or to have a man raise from the dead?                             David Turner 
* * * * * * * * * * * *

FELLOWSHIP
We need others just as much as they need us. While Jesus agonized in the Garden, He brought with Him three of His apostles. He asked them to keep watch while He prayed for the deep sorrow He felt---knowing the suffering to come. We should try to build others up (Romans 14:19). Because of the weakness in man’s flesh, we all can, in times of great need let others down. Jesus found them fast asleep each time He returned. All He asked of them was to stay alert and pray. Many fall asleep when others are in need, letting down those they love when unable to comprehend their situation. Those in trouble desperately need our companionship in finding what is troubling them so we may help each other grow. Jesus told them to “get up and pray, so that they would not give in to temptation” (Luke 22:46). Satan knows the power people have when working together so he will attempt---through human reasoning---to convince us not to help others. It is very important for Christians to follow Jesus as we must build each other up in the faith (Jude 20).
BROTHERS

The other day I was heading out of my housing unit to work. I pushed open the door to find a gentleman crying “you hurt my hand” and cursing me. Without knowing I pushed the door at the same time he grabbed the handle. Normally I would have told the man I was sorry, but had no idea his hand was caught in the door. With his need to be proud, he acted by insulting my mother. I told the guy there wasn’t any need to say what he did. He was behind the door calling me other choice words while I signed out with the CO at the desk. When the door was opened by someone else, he was looking at me so I asked him why he was calling me such words when he was the one with the weak hand. I left for work before I became angry enough to do something stupid. Inside of a correctional system we are all men suffering through the same issues everyday. Why must many of us hold on to pride, which makes other’s time harder then it already is. If he would have just simply said his hand got caught in the door, there wouldn’t have been any anger on any side. And I know my day would have been nicer. It makes a world of difference when you drop your pride and allow yourself to forgive those who hurt you. Yes, we are all men, so let’s act like it. Let’s act as brothers in Christ.
                                                     William D. Moctezuma 
* * * * * * * * * * * *
GRAVE PRISON YARDS

Negativity is engraved in the mind of the slave who walks around prison yards content in his grave.

He don't want to be saved because he's afraid of life,
he'd rather hold tight while his family visits the sight, and drop flowers off in the form of currency, cause currently he's lying six feet under.
Their fears get fed as their tears is shed
They want to see him alive, but he's here instead, words get said, in ways that seem kinda scary.
Letters are wrote and read, like obituaries...
"I miss you son"
"I miss you brother and friend"
I hold time that was spent in good remembrance
when he calls on the phone, they speak to his ghost.

Sometimes mom's voice cracks cause she misses him the most; the kids need him the most, yeah, they're feeling the pain, they only know daddy becuz they remember his name...it's a cryin shame.
That's why stains be on pillows and weeping willows mourn for his widow, but he's subzero and frozen to the fact 
that he needs to rise out of this habitat
And get back to life where good things live in order to get to heaven,
Hell is what he gotta live.
His bid is a far cry from home
His state number is his tombstone
To mask where they buried his bones.
                                                              Joseph Langdon
* * * * * * * * * * * *

FROM THE MOTHER OF AN INMATE

A Letter to My Son:

As I lay in bed knowing that it will be another sleepless night. Shedding tears I struggle to fall asleep thinking that when I awake you are going to be here. The morning arrives and I realize once again that you are in jail. Where did I go wrong I keep asking myself? I have to stop thinking like this because it was your mistake---not mine. I am here to help you in all I can, but you have to promise yourself that you will never put yourself in this situation again. Don't forget that I love you, but I refuse to let you put me through this again.
Love, 

Mom                                                           Anonymous
* * * * * * * * * * * *
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