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SOUND THE TRUMPET IN PRAYER

And if you go to war in your land against the enemy that opresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).
Perilous Times
Scripture warns us that in the last days perilous times will come. It is safe to say that perilous times are here. In examining just a few of the admonitions given in II Timothy 3:1-7 we find that the scripture has come to life in the souls of men in the day we are living in. The word of God says that men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, and despisers of those who are good. These are a few of the signs of the times being played out all around us. Paul warned that there would be men, who for all appearances, would seem to be good. However, even though they would claim to be knowledgeable, i.e. practice truth or righteousness, in reality they are never wiling to come to the truth that can make men free. II Timothy 3:5 says, “Having a form of Godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.” Where does true power have its source? In this world it is often money or who you know that gives you power, but there is a power greater than the power of this world. That power lies within man’s relationship with God through prayer. The bottom line is that true power, real power, is found in and through fervent and effectual prayer. 
With all the selfishness, backstabbing, and blatant disrespect we find in the world today---it is time for the people who do know their God to pray for one another and the world at large. There is a force at work today that would like to disarm and take away power from individuals in an attempt to gain power over the world. Its main target is the most powerful nation in the world. The United States of America could be at risk of losing the right to bear arms if some would have their way. We should bind together and pray against the violence that is making gun control seem to be a good thing. What looks good is not always good, and it is not always the answer. The fact of the matter is that we are moving steadily closer to a one world government power. This is not a time to go with the flow, but a time to rise up and pray for a nation that has been a mother to so many. Pray for a nation that has brought Christianity to the world and still is unto this day. 

Being neither political nor religious, I have never paid attention to, put faith in, or been agreement with most ideals presented by either. However, notice should be taken of the fact that the Bible exhorts us to pray for all men and all those in authority. Obedience to God is what we must be concerned with. Of course we should vote if that is what we feel to do, but if enough people would forget about the media circus, the mudslinging, the nonsense that goes on, and pray for the will of God in the coming election---God would move on behalf of this nation that was once founded on His principles. The Bible says a nation will get the kind of leader it deserves. This is a day that Christians everywhere should pray for the mercy of God. If His people that are called by His name will turn from their wicked ways and humble themselves and pray---God will hear from heaven and heal the land. Prayer is what will set the captives free and bring revival to the land. I Timothy 2:1-4 says, “I Exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.” Praying for those in authority or giving thanks for them does not mean that we agree with what they say or do. We are not told to agree. We are only told to pray for the common good of all men. This is what will turn the tide and make a difference. We should put self and opinions aside and pray for the common good of all men. We can not afford to sink into selfishness becoming lovers of ourselves. We must pray during the coming year and beyond that the will of God be done. BR
Prayer is joy… Psalm 16:11 
Prayer is peace… Matthew 11:28-30 
Prayer is inspiration… Job 32:8 
Prayer is power… Acts 4:31 
Prayer is rewarded… I Peter 2:12 
Prayer is cleansing… Isaiah 6 
Prayer is healing… II Chronicles 7:14 
Prayer is energy…Acts 17:28 
Prayer gives faith…Mark 9:29 
Prayers are stored forever…Revelation 5:8 
Prayer gives confidence…I John 5:14
WORDS FROM BEHIND THE WALL

Sometimes I take my eyes off the hopes and dreams I have for myself because I become discouraged of my current situation and status! God has been with me since before I was born, but sometimes I end up forgetting that! I made a lot of crazy decisions though out my life and have hung around with a lot of cut-throat individuals. It has been only by the mercy of our loving Father in Heaven that I’m able to write these words to you. It wasn’t my best thinking that had a bullet whiz by my head on the street corner I used to bang at several years ago! It wasn’t “luck” that let me keep my breath of life when them “guys” had me in that dark alley and were beating me down with a car jack and tire iron! I am only a human that deals with anxiety, weariness, anger, and many other feelings and emotions---so I continue to humble myself before the presence of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ because there is nothing that I will be able to do by myself anyways! I may not be where I want to be, but I’m definitely not where I once was! I don’t know 100% where or why I’m still amongst the living, but praise be to Jesus of Nazareth for holding things down for me and mines! Glory be to our Living King and one true friend! 
Ted Mendez
* * * * * * * *
Free Will
God is not to blame for our actions. He sets guidelines to follow because we are the ones who need the pure love that only our Lord can provide. And if anybody truly searches for the missing goodness of life, they must do it His way. Our lives are proof that the ways of this world only separate us from God. If we turn our back on Him we become lost, without Him we have no hope. But keep God close for He wants to remain by your side (II Chronicles 15:2-4).  William D. Moctezuma
* * * * * * * * 

PRAISE REPORTS
From the beginning, we saw how God had His hand on our son Josiah.  As many of you may already know, Josiah was born with a heart defect. Just after his birth, my husband Tony held him in his arms and dedicated him to God. God spoke to him in that still small voice and said, “This one is going to have problems” Hoping and praying that he heard wrong, he tried it shrug off but couldn’t help but to “look over” his little guy. Not wanting to upset me or embrace what he just heard, he kept all this to himself. This however made him ask every nurse, and every doctor, on every shift why Josiah’s breathing looked so labored and why his ear was formed somewhat different. (Babies with heart defects often have ear abnormalities because they are formed at the same time in the uterus) Each one of them told us that babies are “belly breathers” and that everything looked perfectly normal and reassured us that he was just fine. I do recall joking with Tony and telling him that he was acting like a first-time father! None the less, we got a clean bill of health and were discharged 2 days later. Almost two weeks went by and everything was going smoothly. Our little Josiah was a very mellow baby. He barely ever cried and when he did, it was such a tiny cry. He slept a lot too, almost too much. “Wow,” we thought, “this time around is going to be so easy!” Then he turned two weeks old, and everything changed. My husband felt to go and check on him late one night only to find him blue from head to toe. You could tell by looking at him that he was screaming but no sound was coming out. Tony immediately called for me and by the sound of it; I knew something was seriously wrong. I scooped our baby up and was rocking him to calm him down while we prayed for him and called 9-11. His color returned and he went back to “normal.” Minutes later the paramedics came but couldn’t find anything wrong with him. We could hear them talking it over about what to do with our son. Finally, one of them turned to us and said, “Something tells me we should take this little guy in.” Like I said, God had His hand on our little guy from the beginning. After many hours in the ER and even more tests they admitted him into the NIC-U and told us that Josiah was very, very sick. He was then intabated. My calm, mellow son now lay there hooked up to all these machines practically life-less. They later told us that if my husband hadn’t checked on him that we would’ve lost him that night, but God saw it differently. He was transported to another hospital that had one of the best doctors perform open heart surgery. Josiah did wonderfully and was released two weeks later! God’s hand once again!  We look back and think, “How did we get through all that so calmly?” The peace of God that passes all understanding! Josiah is now three and is running around, acting silly and talking up a storm! He will be happy to show you the scars and tell you how he has a “special heart.” And I know that as his vocabulary increases, so will his testimony of how God saved his life. We recently went to his cardiologist and we are finally able to take him off his blood pressure medicine that he has been on since he was 2 weeks old! Just one more milestone that he will tell about! Ask him & he’ll fill ya in on the rest! Through all of this, we came to find out what the name Josiah means…”Whom Jehovah Heals!” How accurate!    Brandy Singh      

* * * * * * * * 
I want to thank God for loving and watching over our family members.  Recently, my brother-in-law Christopher Garza Sir suddenly became ill and was rushed to the ER with terrible pains in his stomach. He later found out that he had a condition called diverticulitis. The doctor had to surgically remove part of his intestines and place a colostomy bag on him for three months. The news was very troubling to his family and they asked the church to pray. I am pleased to report that Chris is doing well. Although, he still has a recovery to go through---he is in good spirits and recognizes the hand of God on his life as a result of his illness. The Garza family and Chris would like to thank ICF for their prayers.

Randy and Jovita Garza

* * * * * * * *

Recently a report came in from Evangelist Brandon Mocas, that reminds us that still God heals. There is a couple in a church in Reading, Pennsylvania who God healed of several different illnesses during one revival service. After prayer, the man reported that he has been totally healed of sleep apnea. Prior to his healing he had to sleep with a machine every night. His wife had bleeding on the brain and a tumor the size of a tennis ball. Her doctor reports that both of the conditions no longer exist. Jesus is still the God who heals. We thank Him for this, and for all the things He does that we so often take for granted.  
* * * * * * * *
















