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SOUND THE TRUMPET IN PRAYER

And if you go to war in your land against the enemy that opresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).
In The Valley
A valley is a low place where it is hard to see what is on the next horizon. Things can grow in the valley, but it is not easy to get to the mountain top for a view of what lies ahead. A valley is a dark place where the sun does not shine except for a short time for each day---that is if the sun is shining at all. While there is the positive aspect of growth, one never knows what is over the next horizon. One never knows what will be encountered on the climb to the mountain top. One never knows what the cost will be---the chance of casualty or failure---or if anyone will be there to catch them if they fall. Psalm 23:4 says “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.”
During the course of our lives we will walk though many different valleys. Some will be beyond our control---some will be the result of choices we have made. However, the word of God tells us that He is in the valley. In fact, Jesus is prophetically called the lily of the valleys---Song of Solomon 2:1 says, “I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys.’ We are told He is the lily of the valleys—not the lily of just one valley, but the lily of every valley we will ever walk through. Let’s face it---everyone has and will walk through valleys---we all have a story to tell. Since we cannot see what is on the next horizon—we are often blinded in the valley. There are many things to stumble over in the valley, and there may be wooded areas that must be crossed to get to the mountain top. Who can tell what is lurking in the woods—especially during a time of war. The only thing we can depend on in the valley is the One who dwells in the valley and can see beyond the next horizon. 
When everything and everyone fails us---God will be there---no matter where we go---God will be there. Psalm 23:3 says, “he restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.” It is powerful to come to the understanding that God is not capable of lying, going back on His word, or stabbing anyone in the back. It is not in His nature because God is love, He is good, and He alone is perfect. For the sake of His name---He stands upon His word. He will accomplish every good and righteous thing He began in us in spite of the valleys and the detours we take. This fact can be confirmed in the mouth of another witness. The apostle Paul, when speaking of enduring all things, made this statement under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost. ‘It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him: If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he shall also deny us: If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself (II Timothy 11-13).” 
It is a fact that God does not change. Circumstances and the things others do may make us believe that He does not remain faithful, but His character is such that it is impossible for Him to do otherwise. Could it be that our humanity causes us to relegate God and His character to that of mankind’s. If this is the case, we are wrong in doing so because God is not like us. He does not think like us or react to situations the way that we do. This is something we can be very thankful for. When we find ourselves in a valley for duration of time or for a short season---we would fare well to seek after the Lily of the Valley. It is through Him that all things are possible. He is the Faithful and True Witness, the Bright and Morning Star, and the Lily of the darkest valleys. BR
FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR

As the newsletter enters its fifth year of publication, I have considered the impact of prayer on my own life and the lives of others. Prayer is the foundation of everything. It is through prayer that lives and families are put back together, and deliverance from drugs, alcohol, and other destructive vices become reality---not just something we talk about. It’s a well known fact that talk is cheap---ask anyone, anywhere, from any walk of life, and they will confirm this to be true. Prayer is a life changing, positive force that can truly move mountains. While I know that I am less than perfect---I am thankful that I can type these words to you today because of the Grace of God, and because of prayer. I would like to extend the opportunity for every reader to submit praise reports or even short inspirational thoughts for publication. Please write to: Beth Marie Rexford, C/O International Christian Fellowship, 9146 Lincoln Avenue, Brookfield IL 60513. Also, you may email me at bethspeaktruth@aol.com. Thank you for your support, and for your prayers.
PRAYER

Gail Brook Burkett
I do not ask to walk smooth paths

Nor bear an easy load.

I pray for strength and fortitude

To climb the rock strewn road.

Give me such courage I can scale

The hardest peaks alone

And transform every stumbling block

Into a stepping stone.
WORDS FROM BEHIND THE WALL

I don’t know what it is like to have true friendship---but today I am blessed to have a true friend during this hardship of incarceration. I still maintain a smile to receive that letter in the mail---God is showing me that His mercy and grace will prevail. I live in a cell of concrete and steel---this food is miserable and one can hardly call it a meal---but did I care when I was out there on the grind? No my Brother! These things never crossed my mind! Praise be to God in all His glory and grace because I am still amongst the living---and instead of always wanting---He is changing me into a man of giving! Glory be to our King for His glory and grace because I still hold a smile from this concrete and steel place. 
Ted Mendez
* * * * * * * *
Keeping Faith in Sight
Following science is like covering your eyes and walking around a room blind (II Corinthians 4:4). In the center of the room you bump into a table. Without your sight it takes time to figure out what you think it might be. What is it used for, made of, but will never find out who made it and why they left it there. So you come up with theories and call them “laws” because this is what makes sense to you (Ecclesiastes 8:17). Following God is like walking through a room with your eyes opened (Psalm 119:18). Coming across the table you admire the craftsmanship and can clearly tell it was put there for your use by someone who knows what they were doing (Acts 15:18). When the question of who made it comes to mind you can look under the table and real the label that the maker left for you to identify Him. Science only proves God’s power over all (Job 26:7-14). The arrogance of man keeps us in a state of ignoring the truth all around us. It takes imagination to believe in science alone. Faith is the answer to our everyday lives 
(Hebrews 12:2). 

William D. Moctezuma 01/22/08

* * * * * * * * 
God Turned My Life Around

I gave my life to Jesus in February of 2006. On that day we had Bible study and during the altar call, Brother Mike asked if anyone wanted the Holy Ghost. I walked up and was told to pray a prayer of repentance for my sins. Then I was asked if I had ever spoken in tongues, and Brother Mike asked me if I wanted to and I said yes. Brother Mike said don’t worry about how it sounds because you won’t understand it---just speak it out. So I did and started speaking in tongues. That was the best day of my life. I was so happy that day. I waited until I was 40 years old to get saved. If I had known God was this good I would have got saved 20 years ago. I just love this new life I got now. I want to tell the young and the old that God is the way to go. He will not let you down. God has been so good to me in jail. I started praying for people and good stuff started happening to people. My Aunt Lillie Armstim was told by the doctor that she had cancer. They told her to come to the hospital and take a test. She went and I prayed that day. Later I called her on the phone to ask her how the test went. My aunt told me the doctors found that she did not have cancer. So I know that prayer does work. God is using me in here. A lot of guys have been coming to the Bible study because they see how happy I am. I have been getting people from my pod to go to the Bible study with me so that God will turn their life around. I know he did it for me and God will do it for you. 
Joe Festherson
PRAISE REPORTS
God is so wonderful and faithful! The reason I say this is when I started coming to this church. I was praying and asking God why I wasn’t healed. I told God I believe you can do this. I prayed and said Lord there is nothing you can’t do for all who are believers, and I believe in your healing power. I am a witness to this---I was diagnosed with spinal stenosous of the spine about seven years ago. Last year (2007) I started using a cane. The reason being that four years ago the doctor said I had bursitis in both hips. I couldn’t even climb stairs or shop for a long time. I had to use a mechanical wheelchair to shop. Well, by the grace of God and his faithfulness I have been healed. I had X-rays last month that showed nothing wrong with my hips and the doctor said I have the hips of a twenty year old. This is just what I was praying for. Amen. All of God’s promises are yes and amen, glory to God. 
I remember once I was told by a pastor that God was going to show His glory through me, and that was about three years ago. Now it has come to pass at such a time as this. Remember to be thankful for every member of your body. Even if the doctors say that there is no hope---always remember that God is your doctor and He heals our bodies and our hearts---for God sent His son to die on the cross for us. He did this for our healing and our diseases---he bore all that for us so that through His blood we are healed. So don’t give up hope and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. He loves us with all His heart. What would I say to my Lord is thank you Lord for healing my hips---I have seen and felt His healing power. 
Stella Lopez
* * * * * * * * 
Here is an update on my friend Christine Jones, she has completed radiation therapy. Doctors are very optimistic about the treatments. By God’s grace and the prayers of all the friends around her---she is cancer free. Please continue to remember her in your prayers.

She is looking forward to coming to ICF when the weather clears up. 
Rose Golden















