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SOUND THE TRUMPET IN PRAYER

And if you go to war in your land against the enemy that opresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).
A Call To Prayer
The Spirit of God is seeking for those who will pray for His will to be done. God has a master plan that He will see fulfilled in due time.  He is calling those, who are called by His name to humble themselves in prayer. And stand in the gap for the land. Many complain about what is going on in the land, but complaining with not change anything. What changes the atmosphere is prayer.  Prayer begins with thanksgiving for all things. It may not always be easy to be thankful with circumstances that don’t agree with us, but thanksgiving is always in order. One of the most overlooked calls to prayer is that of prayer for our government, and those in authority. We might not always be happy with what are leaders are doing, but we have no right to complain if we haven’t been praying for them. We can not expect to live in peace when we don’t pray for our leaders. I Timothy 2:1-4 gives us the following exhortation saying “that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth”.

The only thing that can truly motivate our leaders in the right direction is prayer. Proverbs 21:1 says “The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever he will”. When the people of God put aside personal opinions and seek God’s face for their leaders, God will move upon them. This will affect their spiritual condition. In turn, the spiritual condition of all men will be affected. This scripture demonstrates the chain of command in the Spirit when the people of God pray for their leaders. Often we do not consider that prayer for our leaders can result in salvation for our loved ones, and cause all men to come to the knowledge of truth. When those in authority do what is right it sets standard for those they lead. This standard is raised or lowered by the actions of our leaders. Praying for them does not mean we agree with all they do. Praying for our leaders means that we are in obedience to God’s Word, which results in power to overcome the enemy, the world, and our flesh. We are told that the first thing we should do is pray for all men, and all that are in authority. Praying for our leaders will bring about an atmosphere of revival that will positively affect society. 
Praying for out leaders and our nation will have a positive affect at home and abroad. America is a nation that was built on God’s principles. Sadly, those have been over looked and in many cases forgotten. The only remedy for the problems this world is facing today is for those who have faith to stand in the gap for the land. Sin has brought reproach upon us, but it is not too late to turn the tide and the direction that mankind is taking. Prayer will help change the hearts of men. Proverbs 14:34 says “Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people”. Our once great nation can be restored through prayer. The enemy will be defeated through prayer. Lives will be changed and souls saved through prayer. The Bible tells us that if we pray anything according to God’s will, it will be done for us. God is not willing that any should perish and that all should come to repentance. Prayer is the catalyst that will make this happen. Is there anybody out there who will answer God’s call to prayer? BR
WORDS FROM BEHIND THE WALL
ALONE

In a cold empty cell we are cursed for our mistakes. Inside all we get to see is plain white walls, stainless steel desk and toilet/sink, grey cement floor, and a thin steel frame with a one and a half inch mattress. Many hours a day are spent listening for the sounds of others outside the cell just to know that someone is still out there. All a prisoner has is a small window with the same view of the gallery, and in some cases a window to the outside to see the same patch of land you’ve been looking at for way too long. As an Inmate we are separated from the beautiful world of nature God created for us to enjoy in His honor. We are stuffed in a man made steel and cement prison that is not built to show us love, embrace us with forgiveness, or lend hope. It was made to condemn. Man can only produce a cold dark world of a prison God provides a world full of plants, animals, stars, and sunshine. Being lone in a cell demonstrates to us the hell man makes for himself. God is solely the one that builds wonderful things, positively useful to us.
                                                     William D. Moctezuma
* * * * * * * * * * * *

An angel came my way today and whispered gently in my ear. I trembled as I heard him say, I come from God, so do not fear. He sends His love from up above, and wants you to come home to Him. He said for you to leave the ugly stuff, and he’ll forgive you for your sin. He’s got a place just for you beyond the pearly gates. He only asks you to be true and honor Him with faith. Accept His son as the only way to enter the Kingdom of the Lord. Close your eyes and pray this day to receive His blessing, and hear His Word. I did as the angel told me and asked Jesus into my life. As I prayed on bended knee, I asked Him to bless my wife. The angel smiled as he went away, and tears rolled down my face. But the peace in my heart was there to stay as I look forward to heaven’s place.                                       Joseph Aragon
* * * * * * * * * * * *

FREEDOM OF SPIRIT

Freedom of the mind, freedom of the soul—by the grace of God---a free spirit I am that will never be bound. Not in this lifetime. No matter how much time they physically take from my life, I shall forever be free and still thank God for the life in me, regardless of the chains and big walls that confine me. Freedom of the spirit---yes, it is a struggle for us all, but within the likeness of Almighty God, I give my sisters and brothers true love, passion, and understanding. Freedom of spirit, how great a gift from our creator, let us seek forgiveness while doing good deeds, help our fellow man, woman, and child regardless of creed. Freedom of spirit, some are good as some are evil, that’s the beauty of free Spirits…As God is rich with mercy on His creation. The blessings shall come to those whom sow good of their spirit and master righteousness every blessed day…Thank God for freedom of spirit. .                             Michael T. Marshall

* * * * * * * * * * 
THREE TIME LOSER

Three trips to prison and four felonies---a mountain of debt that will take the rest of my life to pay back---apologies that I must make no matter how painful and the difficult task of asking for forgiveness from the ones that I hurt---and the ones I left behind. The path I could have taken would have led me to the life I needed so bad, but instead I was drawn up into this vortex of crime, greed, drugs, lust, envy, and pride. I was trying to convince myself that I was doing it for my family and my behalf to offer us relief from the woes of poverty and need, but it only spilled over into greed. The drugs only made my health worse and scrambled my brains so that I made bad decisions---including the one that got me here. It’s always the ones that you trust that put you here. The ones that you care about—your “so called friends.” All you people out there that think, “It won’t happen to me,” think again. It’s like playing Russian roulette. If you lose, you lose your girl, your kids, your property, your life. Are you willing to gamble all that your love for a life of misery and pain? Listen to me. Don’t do it! Get out of that. You’ll be so glad you did. Do what God wants you to do so you can stay with your family and have that closeness and companionship. Me, I’m doing 15 for being a three time loser.                                                         Oscar Falcon
* * * * * * * * * * * *

HEAVEN’S GROCERY STORE

As I was walking down life’s highway a long time ago, I saw a sign that said “Heaven’s Grocery Store.” As I got a little closer, the door came open wide, and when I came to myself, I was standing inside. I saw a host of angels. They were standing everywhere. One handed me a basket, and said, “My child shop with care.” Everything a Christian needed was in that grocery store, and all you could not carry, you could come back the next day for more. First I got some patience. Love was in the same row. Further on down was understanding. You need that everywhere you go. I got a box or two of wisdom. A bag or two of faith---I just couldn’t miss the Holy Ghost, for He was all over the place. I stopped to get some strength and courage to help me run this race. By then my basket was getting full; but I remembered I needed some grace. I didn’t forget salvation, for that was free; so I tried to get enough of that to save both you and me. As I started down the aisle, I saw prayer, and I just had to put that in. For I knew when I stepped outside, I would run right into sin. Peace and joy were plentiful. They were on the last shelf. Songs and praises were hanging near; so I just helped myself. Then I said to the angel, “how much do I owe?” The angel smiled and said, “Just take them everywhere you go,” Again, I smiled and said; “how much do I really owe?” The angel smiled and said, “My child, Jesus paid the bill a long time ago.” 
                                                              Brandy Holmes
* * * * * * * * * * * *

WHO I AM

Every day I wake up, I don’t’ know who I am. I could be someone special, or an ordinary man. It doesn’t really matter; it’s all just the same. Living life’s illusions, while I slowly go insane. But I try to hold onto my mind. Though I try I just can’t seem to find who I am. Every day’s a new day the beginning of the end. I live it without family, and I live it without friends. I don’t know where I’m going Lord; I don’t know where I’ve been. But if I trust in something---at that time is when I can take control of my mind. Maybe then, I think I’m gonna find who I am. Now I’ve come to realize I must take it day by day. Trusting in the Lord above, and live my life His way. I know it isn’t easy, but nothing in life is. So I’ll give it up to God above, cause after all it’s His. I’ll take control of my mind, and with the Lord’s help I think I’ll find who I am. Then I’ll take control of my mind, and with the Lord’s help I know I’ll find, Who I am. Who I am. Who I am.                                            George Branning
* * * * * * * * * * * *

OUR CARING GOD
There are times in our lifetime when we feel down and out due to certain circumstances in our lives. Now visualize all the suffering Jesus endured on the cross so that we may have eternal life---meaningful and endless life with overwhelming joy and peace without pain or worries. The temporary tribulations that we face from time to time cannot compare to our eternal promise from God. There’s not one problem too big or too small that God cannot fix. Just read Genesis chapter one, and there’s all your evidence! Believe and keep the faith.                            Raymond S. Jewell 
* * * * * * * * * * * *

Inmates, please submit your inspirational thoughts for Words from Behind the Wall to Beth Marie Rexford, C/O International Christian Fellowship, 9146 Lincoln Ave, Brookfield IL 60513.  Praise Reports from anyone also wantd. Thank you.















