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SOUND THE TRUMPET IN PRAYER

And if you go to war in your land against the enemy that opresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).
Out of the Ashes
In the beginning the earth was without form and void, darkness was upon the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. Our lives like waters can be still, but it is inevitable for storms to come bringing winds of change to all. It is good to know that we have a God who does not change. It has been theorized by theologians that the earth became void after a catastrophic event; one possibility could have been satan being cast to the earth like lightening. In response to the emptiness and destruction, the Spirit of God drew near to recreate, re-form, and renew what appeared to be hopeless. Such is the case with those who have suffered catastrophic events in their lives, but have overcome through God’s reconstructive, healing, and perfecting power. Whether a catastrophic event was caused by the enemy, the actions of others, or our bad choices; God has a way of turning bad things that happen to us into testimonies that can help others. And He alone can give us hope to stand and keep walking forward; even when it might seem like going backward is the only option. 
In considering the above text, let’s pose this question. What would the earth have been like if the Spirit of God had not been there? Because of God’s presence, hope rose up out of what appeared to be hopeless. Another question we might ask is, what this world would be like if the hope we have because of what Jesus did for us didn’t exist? What would a fallen world have to offer anyone without the hope and promise of God’s love and mercy? The answer can be given in one word, and that word is fear. Without the hope of mercy, we have only the presence of fear. But God has not given us the spirit of fear, but of power, love, and a sound mind. We know this is true, but what do we do when the things we reaped in our lives constantly come back to haunt us? This has been a question prayerfully, and even tearfully asked many times by the writer of this simple exhortation. Only one answer has been given time and again. It is simple, but not easy. It takes effort; it must be done on a daily basis, and requires much faith. It can be answered in another simple, but complex word. That word is forgiveness. There is no other answer to overcoming shame or one’s past. Without forgiveness, only darkness and fear remain with no hope for a better tomorrow. 
This must be why Jesus said that the greatest commandment of all is to love God with everything in us, and our neighbor as ourselves.  It would not necessarily be wrong to interchange the word love with forgiveness. Without forgiveness, there can be no love---fear alone will remain. And fear conveys the message that this can never be made right. Unforgiveness is not God’s will; it belongs to the prince of this world. Forgiveness brings us out from under the authority of this world, and puts us under the authority of the Prince of Peace. It is possible to hold an offense against God because of what we feel He has allowed in our lives, or against our neighbor, or against ourselves. Subconsciously, we may blame God for what others have done to us because of an underlying mindset that if we weren’t created as we are, people wouldn’t have treated us like they did. This can lead to drug, and alcohol abuse, and other types of self-abusive behavior. Forgiveness is the only way to be set free regardless of the cause of the problem.
In the Bible there is a story of a man who realized that Jesus was his only answer, this was a man possessed by many devils. His story is applicable to many life situations today. Although we may not be possessed of many devils, many things trouble us that separate us from God, and keep us from the answer to our daily dilemmas. The Bible says that this man dwelt in the tombs (dead places, darkness), and no man could tame him (resolve his issues). This man was misunderstood by all, feared, and given up on as a hopeless case. “And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones.  But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him” (Mark 5:5-6).  It is very possible that Jesus came to this city because He heard this man crying, and knew he had it in his heart to seek deliverance from the One who could deliver him. The man’s faith was evident in his actions. Even though the people around him could not help, in the end their inability and fear didn’t matter. How many of us are crying out, and have cut ourselves with the destructive things of this life: drugs, alcohol, violence, and abusive relationships? When we cry out to God, and lay what we have left at His feet, He will bring something eternal out of the ashes. 
THE ANSWER

Where there is void, confusion, and disorder, You speak calmness, peace, and order, Where there is darkness, You speak light, Where there is death, You speak life. Where there is want, You make wine. Where there are sinners, You would dine. Where there is need of knowledge, You have supplied. There in Your word the wisdom of the ages resides. Where there is a repentant heart, You draw near. To blind eyes you give sight, You make deaf ears hear. Where there is a soul that longs to be free, You break every yolk, You alone have the key. There in Your word, the truth we will find. Your wisdom we desire, control of our mind. There is no one like You, everlasting mercy You have shown, The answer is to know You, the oil of joy to those who mourn. BR
WORDS FROM BEHIND THE WALL
PART 2 OF THREE EVERLASTING THINGS---HOPE

We started off with little or no Hope for our future, since we hadn’t known the Lord yet (Ephesians 2:12). The absence of 

Hope makes us weak, but new light brings new life (Proverbs 13:12). Our sin made us think it was too late. With a promise God gives us all new Hope (Romans 8:19-21). When you gain this wonderful Hope you will run into problems from those who cannot see the light. Be confident in God’s promise and continue to ask for strength (Romans 12:12). Then you’ll portray the true characteristics of a true Christian (I Thessalonians 1:3). Keep your trust in Jesus and the Holy Spirit will fill you up with Hope (Romans 15:13). Know that we put much on the line. Fortunately, our Hope is not in vain (I Corinthians 15:19). We can trust in God in keeping His promise (Hebrews 10:23), and as you witness the truth in His word, be prepared to testify everything He has done in your life (I Peter 3:15).  

                                                     William D. Moctezuma
* * * * * * * * * * * *

Demons rule this earthly life---tattooed gnomes running wild---some reserved---with a wife. Some in suits---with a smile---some have guns and a badge. Don’t be fooled…they’re everywhere. The devil’s plot has been hatched and they do his work here and there. Hey let’s go play and have some fun. As they pull you in with their charm. Out comes the dope and the rum. Don‘t be a sissy---stick out your arm. Let’s do a blast—and we’ll be free. No one will know and I won’t tell---it’ll be fun, just wait and see. We’ll ride it along, straight to hell. You’ll open your eyes and scream in terror as your skin smolders in a lake of fire. What did I do? Why am I here? But you know the answer, your sin and desire! So your best bet is to fight them now. Pray to the Lord, and save your soul or your surely go to hell, and live forever in that fiery hole!                     Joseph Aragon
* * * * * * * * * * * *
LOVE AND FIRE 

God has created love and fire. Like night and day, they are bound by the power that balances. Love is strong, wrapped with a gift of feeling a true blessing in human nature. Fire is strong, burning in accord with its true nature as part of God’s creation. Yes, very elusive without the proper balance, falling short with no control is just the nature of love and fire. Many are hurt by love and fire. Some recover, while others don’t. Love and fire are subjective to emotional, physical, and mental scars, which are raw results of its true nature searching through life each blessed day. Wondering with passion and desire stuck between the drama as reality is fortified with the beautiful struggle we all face in this life. This love and fire are both good…surely they are elements of God’s creation.                               Michael T Marshall
* * * * * * * * * * * *
BURY ME IN YOUR LOVE
Upon me lay the fingers of death, but I have no complaint. Harmonizing my last breath shall I praise God without restraint. Vigorously I surrender my life to Thee. The last days destined to appear, Jesus consoles me tenderly with mercy, His blessed voice shall I hear. My Heavenly Father is above all. For the love of me Christ was crucified; within my soul His pain I recall, for His blood I’ve been sanctified. Christ is the gateway to heaven. Salvation my soul delights to cherish. Assured my sins have been forgiven, affirmed my soul shall neither perish. Awakened from death---summoned to rise to let streams of living water flow. So fervently shall my soul arise to the Righteous Ones way to follow. My redeemer revives my new born spirit, I reply, “Bury me in your love!” Encircling with solacing grace so explicit, my soul extends to the mansions above. My Savior’s love endures forever; His divine wings are impenetrable. Nothing can tear us apart whatsoever; our exuberant love is inseparable. ‘Bury me in your love:’ says I, my faithful lips exclaim. A heavenly seat beyond the sky to forever praise your name. 

            Submitted by Antoinette, a Death Row Inmate 
* * * * * * * * * * * *
Lord you gave me this day, now please show me your way. As I kneel on my knees and pray, please don’t let me go astray. Give me the strength I need to do everyone of your deeds. For you gave up your son for me so that I might have life eternally---they pierced Him in His side, and watched as He hung, bled, and died. So I open my heart to you because I know it’s the only right thing to do. I often wonder how long it will be before you come back for me. So I only have one plea that I can come home to be with thee. So I’ll continue to hold my head up high, looking up at you in that great blue sky. For I once was lost, but now I am found, thank you God for placing my feet on solid ground. 
Submitted by Marlene Wilsen

* * * * * * * * * * * *

ALL WE HAVE TO DO IS BELIEVE Part 1
I believe in the son---I believe in the Holy One. Every single night and day---I kneel down and begin to pray. “All we have to do is believe and God will never leave”. As I accept His only son---I already know what sacrifice has done. It’s freed me from the evil one---even though he thinks he’s won---knowing good will always prevail---if you don’t know that, you might fail. “All we have to do is believe and God will never leave.” The next time you kneel down to pray---look up to the heavens and say, thanks for all my blessings I received today---He hears everything you say---know this and things will be okay---It takes time to be this way---As we are born with sinful ways. “All we have to do is believe and God will never leave.” If it wasn’t for God’s Word things would be this way---the evil one would have his way---And sin would control our days. It’s a matter of works---not only reading His book. If you don’t accept Jesus Christ today---All your hopes and dreams may fade away. We can’t do it alone---it’s shown when we tried on our own. It’s time to accept His ways---or be down the rest of our days. “All we have to do is believe---Even though we don’t see”. 
Blare Roland
* * * * * * * * * * * *
Inmates, please submit your inspirational thoughts for Words from Behind the Wall to Beth Marie Rexford, C/O International Christian Fellowship, 9146 Lincoln Ave, Brookfield IL 60513.  Office Phone: 708-387-9009. Thank you.















