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SOUND THE TRUMPET IN PRAYER

And if you go to war in your land against the enemy that opresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).
Our Reason to Believe
Most people want to know the facts before they invest in anything. In order to sell something, a salesman will present positive information about the product so the buyer will believe in what he is trying to sell. What we believe is more important than we might think because it influences every decision we make.  So if we are going to base our beliefs, and ultimately our decisions, on what God’s word says; we first have to come to the conclusion that the Bible is the word of God, and the final authority in our lives. Once we make this determination, we must then decide what we are going to believe according to God’s word. This should be based on what the word says, not on what we’ve been told; or what we have decided based on our own conclusion. Our reason to believe must have more than one source to give it validity.  It should be based on what God’s word says in its entirety, not based on one scripture. 
When a murder case is being investigated, clues are taken from the crime scene. To convict someone of a crime, there must be evidence to prove that someone is guilty as charged. In the same manner, we should have evidence to base our beliefs regarding God’s ways on. The Bible has its own judicial law, and it is called “in the mouth of two or three witnesses”. No one could be put to death or found guilty of anything unless there were at least two witnesses. When we decide to put all our faith in a teaching or doctrine, our reason should be that there is more than one scripture to show that it is true. We see this law in both Old and New Testaments beginning in the Law of Moses. Deuteronomy 19:15 says, “One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall the matter be established”. Numbers 35:30 is our second Old Testament witnesses that all matters must be established by at least two witnesses. Two New Testament witnesses are II Corinthians 13:1, and also Mark 14:55-62, where Jesus confirms who He is. They could not put Him to death without His testimony because they had no credible witnesses against Him. 
The Old Testament and its teachings are foundational for all we believe, and are our schoolmaster for Christ (see Galatians 3:24). In other words, these laws were designed by God to bring us to Christ. While some were meant for the Children of Israel, all moral and judicial laws still stand. We can say this because we see a second witness to them in the New Testament. The Bible without the Old Testament would be like a house without a foundation. And we know how unstable a house without a foundation would be. Therefore, we must look at all evidence presented before we come to a conclusion. There are many ways that this can be applied. It can be applied when determining facts about God’s judgment, God’s plan of salvation, and most importantly God’s mercy. There is nothing more necessary and valuable than mercy and forgiveness. To be forgiven, and to be able to forgive is freedom. This is one of the greatest benefits that God gives to man. 

On more than one occasion, I have been asked about a particular portion of scripture that pertains to judgment of those who “fall away” from God (Hebrews 6:4-6). The word fall away means to apostatize. To “apostatize” means to renounce all religious faith. It does not mean to make a mistake or get discouraged, but to entirely turn away from all belief in God.  I am not saying that we should take sin lightly, but one of the biggest reasons that many get separated from God is shame. When we are struggling, God is the first One we should go to. Romans 8:38-39 gives us a list of things that cannot separate us from the love of God, but shame is not on the list. Shame can and does separate many from the love of God by their own choice. When we consider God’s judgment, let’s make sure we also remember all the witnesses to His mercy. BR
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 FAITH
Throughout time faith in the Lord has provided eternal life (Romans 1:17). True faith is hearing the gospel and knowing it is true (Romans 10:17). Even the smallest amount of it can turn out great results (Matthew 17:20). With faith, we are cured from life’s ailments (James 5:15). With our faith in the Lord we gain righteousness, which is almost impossible to do on our own (Philippians 3:9). Due to this, all of us are able to make peace with God (Romans 5:1). We find protection from satan through faith (Ephesians 6:16). Faith keeps us safe with inner peace (Luke 7:50).

                                                     William D. Moctezuma
* * * * * * * * * * * *

JESUS CHRIST HAS SET ME FREE

They put me in this little prison cell, and took me away from those I love. But they only affect the outer shell because my heart belongs to God above. I pray for Jesus to rescue me. To guide me along the way, He gives me love and gives me peace, each and every day. I stand with Him through it all just as joyful as can be. For He won’t let me fall because Jesus Christ has set me free, even though I’m doing time, I soar behind prison bars. This may be where they draw the line, but my world is out beyond the stars. Yes, my Lord is up on high, in the place I long to be. I thank the Lord every night because Jesus Christ has set me free. Joseph Aragon
* * * * * * * * * * * *
BRIGHT LIGHT

Lost, we search for our way, never finding a clear path to run. Obstacles detouring our route, leaving us caged and pressed for freedom. A light that surrounds darkness, shining, but not bright to me. Ignorance has been my momentum, a selfish nature my decree. This light continues to shine, as my destruction continues to rise. Headed on a road for disaster, but, this light has put a halt to my demise. This darkness in my life is graying, clearing my vision for change. Lighting the path to salvation, bringing comfort to the lost and vain. My search is coming full circle, with this light consuming my life. Opening doors to these cages, bringing freedom to my mind. Ignorance no longer moves me; my selfish nature has come to an end. This light has brightens my world, in faith my new life begins. By now you know that our Savior has been my light of peace. Thankful to our Lord Jesus, for being a light for me. A message from behind the wall. Your Brother, God bless to all. Miguel Rios
* * * * * * * * * * * *

BEYOND
Beyond these prison walls is freedom with lots of service from every walk of life. Beyond any and all good expectations, standards, or requirements; freedoms rings for all mankind given by God as a prominent gift to all is the will and power to praise God. Beyond the bonds of rough times, the saucy flavors of life remain for those who toil and receive blessings from almighty God. Beyond the beautiful struggles of everyday life, we must strive hard in good faith…No matter a person’s creed or place. Beyond the satire of this life, be thankful by all means as we seek the good grace. Beyond the flow of time, hold firm to what is right. Outside one’s vices or follies, stay just and upright, beyond all situations, keep strong. And always know that love, peace, and justice is not beyond any soul.
                                                        Michael T Marshall

* * * * * * * * * * * *
SOMETIMES I WONDER!

Sometimes I sit and wonder about God, the Bible, and Jesus. I honestly think its normal for people to have questions and doubts. Most people have wondered. Does God really exist? Is the Bible for real, and was Jesus really here on earth? I have asked these questions a lot throughout the years. I remember as a child I’d ask God for a sign, and a few times I may have gotten one and never recognized it! Now days I’ve been just asking God to guide me, and help me understand Him; as well as my place in the world. For Him to do His will! So this goes to say, YES, I believe, but I still wonder. The other day it hit me like a ton of bricks! How do children, young children, who have never been taught about God, Jesus, or the Bible, know God and about God? I remember a few times in my life when a child would tell me to “pray” or “it will be okay because God will help”. I remember a little boy who told my children about God, and he was just turning four years old. This answers any and all doubts I’ve ever had about God’s existence. If you sit and wonder like I have, just look into your heart and God will show you. If you believe, have faith, and praise God! God does exist, so now that we know He exists, I believe we should make up our minds as to where we will go if we die tomorrow. Have you accepted Jesus as your Savior? Now is the time to decide. I’m going to Heaven and I hope to see you all there one day. People die every day, and you may think you have plenty of time to decide where you will go, but you are mistaken. Anything can happen in a split second, please accept Jesus as your Savior! Whether you are 14 or 70, please accept Christ.             Paula Espinoza
* * * * * * * * * * * *
DA GANGSTA AIDS
In every city and surrounding town; in every neighborhood, he can be found. He’s known by every girl and boy. His name is simple, we call him Da Gangsta! Now Da Gangsta is no ordinary guy. He’ll break your heart and make you cry. His motive is never really good, as he comes to destroy the neighborhood. Da Gansta will chase every dress tail he sees, and cause misery for you and me. His words are sugar coated so well; a lie is nothing for him to tell. You’ll never find Da Gangsta doing any work, but he’s always busy spreading hurt. If you let him, he’ll steal your heart, then turn it around and rip it apart. He’s always making promises he cannot keep. Da Gangsta is just a wolf, disguised as a sheep. So when you see him coming, looking so sweet, just remember he’s your nightmare on Elm Street!

                                                              Brandy Holmes
* * * * * * * * * * * *

PROBLEMS + TRIALS = SALVATION
We can rejoice too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they help us develop endurance. And endurance develops strength of character, and character strengthens our confident hope of salvation (Romans 5:3-4). When I look back, before accepting Christ as my Savior, I never understood the purpose of the adversities in life. All of us have had adversities, both good and bad, but they all have a purpose. Most importantly, they are to learn from, and also to strengthen our character. All my adversities were set long ago to mold me into the man God created to carry out a purpose. If I don’t do it, there isn’t a back-up waiting to do it. Like me, God chooses people to serve Him. We have to believe in Him and trust Him. And know we all make a difference, one individual at a time. The better we are, the more the devil will try to deceive or tempt us. Realize God is always going to guide you or give you an alternative. We have to trust in God and know He loves us. Through my testimony, others will know too! I’m going to fulfill my purpose and glorify God, what are you going to do? 

                                                                 Blake Roland
* * * * * * * * * * * *
Inmates, please submit your inspirational thoughts for Words from Behind the Wall to Beth Marie Rexford, C/O International Christian Fellowship, 9146 Lincoln Ave, Brookfield IL 60513.  Office Phone: 708-387-9009. Thank you.















