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SOUND THE TRUMPET IN PRAYER

And if you go to war in your land against the enemy that opresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).
The Proving Ground
If we were to describe what we are made of, aside from our genetics and the belief we are created in the image of God. What would our individual answer be? From the stand point of modern psychology, it can be said we begin with genetics, but are a product of our life experiences and environment. A question comes to mind with no easy answer. How can two children raised in the same environment go in two entirely different directions from each other; for example, one choosing a life of addiction and crime, and the other choosing to step out of the environment they were raised in? And with this said, can it be traced back to genetics or can it be that individual choices can dictate the direction one will take in life? If it be true that choices dictate the path one will take; this would mean that one’s path can be altered at any given time. While there is life, there is always hope. There can be another factor at work. One’s ability to fight may greatly improve their chance at change or survival, but the greatest determining factor in overcoming downfalls and destruction is the company one chooses to keep.  
We see an example in scripture of this very thing; in how God’s people were brought down by the companions they chose to keep, and the things they allowed in their lives. And it should be noted that this happened after they crossed over Jordan into the Promised Land. We see a spiritual application here to our own salvation, and from this we see that we should never get comfortable enough to think that because we are “saved”, we can let our guard down. It is the “saving grace” of God, implying that it is continual. Our salvation must be worked out with fear (reverence) and trembling. A once saved always saved theology cannot be backed up with scripture. This fact cannot be taken lightly because we do have an enemy working with our human desires, and we can be lead astray by our own lusts (see James 1:14). We must understand that it is often the things we expose ourselves to that will dictate our thought life, the path we take, and the things we put our faith in. Judges 2:1-3 says, “And an angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said, I made you to go up out of Egypt, and have brought you unto the land which I sware unto your fathers; and I said, I will never break my covenant with you. And ye shall make no league with the inhabitants of this land; ye shall throw down their altars: but ye have not obeyed my voice: why have ye done this? Wherefore I also said, I will not drive them out from before you; but they shall be as thorns in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare unto you”. The response from God caused much weeping among the people, but weeping did not change their situation. The Bible says the people then sacrificed to the Lord, went to their inheritance to possess the land, and later served other gods. The good news is that God is faithful, and will never break His covenant. We might break it, but God’s character and mercy will not allow Him to break His word. He will use situations to prove us, and to teach us war so that we can rise above the earthly situations that would try to take us out and destroy us. As long as we remember the Lord, He will never leave us or forsake us. We must remember His word, and listen to His voice. He will restore what the locust and the canker worm have destroyed with His great army, for He is a man of war who will fight for us. He continually delivered the children of Israel, even though time and again they turned their back on Him through unbelief. Let’s not make the same mistake. 

God still wants His people to inherit the land, but this will not happen without war. The war of today is spiritual, and must be fought on these grounds. God will prove us, and allow us to see war to determine whether we will walk in His ways or run in the opposite direction. God’s words in scripture are these, in which He speaks of the nations that became a stumbling block to His people. “I also will not henceforth drive out any from before them of the nations which Joshua left when he died: That through them I may prove Israel, whether they will keep the way of the LORD to walk therein, as their fathers did keep it, or not” (Judges 2:21-22). There are going to be some things in life God will not remove for us. Some of them were created by choices we made, and some are beyond our control. We each have our own personal proving ground. We can be thankful in this; God is faithful and still walks before us. It is up to us to choose to follow. BMR
.

WORDS FROM BEHIND THE WALL
I GO TO PRACTICE

Back in Grammar school I was just starting to play basketball, and I was only good at re-bounding the ball. The only reason I was picked was to even out the game at 10 players. One kid named Mike knew the importance of having a good rebounder and always picked me. He told me, “Just stay under the basket and kick the ball back out to me for another shot.” But others pointed out that I stunk. Even though I wasn’t picked most of the time, I continued going to the playground, and working on my basketball skills until I became one of the top ten players people picked. The reason I share this story is because it came to me, in thinking about people who criticize us as Christians, we all get the “Why do they go to church acting perfect, but soon after go back to the same old stuff”? Of course we are not all star Christians, but since we want to be picked for God’s team, we head to church to build our skills. 
                                                          William Moctezuma

* * * * * * * * * * * *

PLEASE MOMMA

Please Momma don’t you cry. I wanna hold you before I die. Nothing can stop what’s happening to me. I brought about my own destiny. Please Momma, no more tears. Just pray that the Lord will hear that I am sorry for what I have done. I took a life with a guy. Please Momma, pray for me. Ask Jesus if He will be holding me when I die---to take me home to heaven high. Please Momma, don’t forget that this murder I did, I regret. Even though I’m on the row waiting for them to take my soul---please Momma, remember me. Always love my memory. Even though I took me away from you, my love for you is strong and true. Please Momma, hold me close when they give me that final dose. When my eyes close one last time, and they stop this heart of mine---please Momma…                                                Joseph Aragon * * * * * * * * * * * *
SLIGHTLY IRREGULAR
“Make allowances for one another’s faults.” (Colossians 3:13)
Most department stores have a section labeled, “as is”, or “slightly irregular.” There’s a stain that won’t come out, a handle missing, or a wobbly leg. They don’t tell you where the flaw is; you have to look for it. And once you buy it there is no return, no exchange, and no refund. Stop and look around you! You’re living in this department. Think about those you know and love. Aren’t they “slightly irregular”? Is there a flaw here, a streak of deception there, a hot temper, or a passive/aggressive attitude? If you’ve been looking for perfection, you’ve walked down the wrong aisle! The only way to have a relationship with anyone is to love and accept them “as is”. Don’t buy into the myth that most folks are normal (please) accept the people in your life. Based on that misconception, relationships become an endless quest to fix others, control them, or pretend they are what they are not. Someone once said, “Love is letting those we love be perfectly themselves, and not twisting them to fit our image. Otherwise, we love only the reflection of ourselves we see in them”. One hallmark of maturity is acknowledging that nobody is perfect, and loving them despite their shortcomings, Paul says, “Make allowance for each other’s faults,” so that when you discover them, and you will, you’re not disillusioned. But there’s another lesson here. It means acknowledging something you don’t like to admit. “And what’s that”, you ask? That you as well as I belong in the slightly irregular department too!               Brandy Holmes
* * * * * * * * * * * *

THE STEPS TO OBTAIN HEAVEN ON EARTH
At times we become perplexed traveling throughout this spiritual odyssey. Does this mean one has given up on life, on optimism, and do not believe in one’s self? No! When we allow our minds and spirits to become confined to bondage, inevitably our intellectual reasoning follows. Our physical realm is the car, the soul is the engine, and our inner being is equivalent to the navigational system, hence: Our physical form regulates our soul’s direction, whether it is toward a positive or negative outcome. By liberating the mental facilities, essentially, we begin to unfold the vast account of doubts we harbor within---going from one stage of understanding to higher degrees of consciousness. It takes patience, energy; and persistence. Once accomplished, we then drink from the pool of serenity…The naked eye captures things without an explanation. The eye then registers things to the mind, but only at the minds command. The mind rules the body so the seeds we allow to flourish within our mental garden will determine how we live our lives. Ultimately positive thoughts bring forth a positive reality. We are in control of our existence; we dictate the forecast within our universe. We have the power to clear the storms, and allow sunshine to reign in our conceptions. Self-hatred has become an epidemic spreading like a cancerous pestilence through the vital arteries; entering the bloodstream of society’s jugular vein poisoning Mrs. America’s ovaries. Now she gives birth to many more babies submerged in misery to grow amongst us. We are then forced to become parents or surgeons---parents because we can nourish these seeds of misery, and allow them to grow into full grown organisms, or surgeons because we can remove this cancer called misery from our mental and spiritual beings, flushing our system clean, purifying, and replenishing our temples. Focusing on the beautiful things in life---our dreams, our goals, our desires, and our accomplishments---we are the authors of our destinies. Meaning we determine if we are going to have a good day or a bad one. Heaven can be described as a state or place of great happiness, which can be found here on earth, but we must take steps in the right direction to unearth this blissful domain. We must come to the realization that our time on this physical plane of energy is transient, and the sand in the hour glass doesn’t stop for anyone. It is time we relinquish these egotistical crowns we have adorned ourselves with, becoming immune to the disease of self-centeredness, and any other ailments that produce these seeds of misery. The materialistic world has conquered the hearts and minds of our society. The value of a diamond is worth more than a human beings life. The steps to heaven on earth essentially begin with love, learning how to love others, and most importantly learning how to love yourself. If this assertion is meticulously analyzed, then manifested in all aspects, (mental, physical, and spiritual) one will be immersed in unceasing gratification. This actuality will restructure your perception pertaining to happiness. In this systematic humanity we call society, we must reflect patience, humbleness, optimism, love, respect, loyalty, honesty, sincerity, and a supreme understanding of empathy, which is the epitome of being selfless---these are the fundamental steps to obtaining heaven on earth.          Joseph Langdon 
* * * * * * * * * * * *
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