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SOUND THE TRUMPET IN PRAYER

And if you go to war in your land against the enemy that opresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).
For Those in Need
The Spirit of God is everywhere. He may not manifest Himself everywhere, but those who are aware of the omnipotence of God are never alone. He is no farther than the mention of His name. Jesus said, “… If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.” Scripture lets us know that he was speaking of the Spirit”…which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified (John 7:37-39).” Everything comes from God. Even things that seem bad can later be recognized as something God has used to bring about something good. The key is to recognize that He truly is there for those in need. All notable Bible characters recognized this. This is played out by their actions in scripture. King David was one who not only spoke of God being an ever present help in time of need; he also acted on his knowledge, and was given great victories in battle as a result. God also elevated him from shepherd boy to king because of his understanding of God and His power. 
David sang many Psalms, which are recorded for us for all time. These encouraging words, recorded as songs of worship and prayers unto God, were inspired not only for worship; but to encourage us in our battles, trials, losses, and all life situations. David even sang songs unto God declaring his need of Him when he fell into sin, which brought him low, and when those he loved hurt him. It was David’s ability to recognize that God was close to those with a broken and contrite spirit that helped him overcome every obstacle. David was a mere man, but he had a revelation of who God is, and understanding of the fact that He does draw close to those in need; and of His desire and ability to either bring them out or see them through every situation. “Psalms 72:4 says, “He shall judge the poor of the people, he shall save the children of the needy, and shall break in pieces the oppressor.” “Judging the poor” literally means to plead their cause, to defend, to contend for, and even to rule over. Meaning that God/Jesus will be their King; ruling over them as a King of Kings and Lord of Lords, executing judgment on their behalf. He will also fight on behalf of the children of the needy, and destroy those who oppress them.
It is written that Psalms 72 was the last recorded prayer of David the son of Jesse, whose lineage Jesus came from. It may be that while this Psalm contains a message for David’s son Solomon, who would succeed him, it also speaks of God’s wondrous works, and His love and valiant acts towards those in need; “For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no helper. He shall spare the poor and needy, and shall save the souls of the needy. He shall redeem their soul from deceit and violence: and precious shall their blood be in his sight” (Psalms 72:12-14).
The word “needy” in the original Hebrew implies more than lacking material things. It means to be in the sense of want (especially in feeling); destitute, and also can mean beggar, needy, poor (man). But this is a promise that goes way beyond meeting physical needs to meeting emotional needs, which are not able to be met by simply buying someone a meal or clothing. God can meet the needs of the needy in a way that will enable them to stand on their own two feet emotionally; and rise above physical, mental, or sexual abuse committed against them. God can and desires to draw close to those who are lonely or destitute in heart, mind, and soul. He can bring peace and comfort to those who have lost someone they love, healing the broken hearted. 
There is a beautiful and true promise, spoken through David, that God gives to the forsaken and orphans saying, “When my father and my mother forsake me, then the LORD will take me up” (Psalms 27:10). God is never farther away than the mention of His name. No situation is too stressful for Him. There is no place that is too far or walls too thick to keep Him from the cry of the needy or oppressed. He is a friend that sticks closer than a brother, and has the ability to fight on behalf of those that call upon His name; even protecting our children when we cannot be there to do so. He will give us the grace to endure every situation that we continually give to Him every day by conforming our ways to His ways through prayer and the reading of His word; continually believing that His promises are true. When we believe in His ability to supply all our needs; He will supply living water, and peace like a river. He will sustain us through all situations, bringing about the miraculous, which may simply be peace in the middle of the storm. BMR
FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR
Due to the many welcome submissions which have been received, it has been a while since there has been space to thank those who have contributed to the newsletter or give an update on its impact and circulation since adding Words From Behind The Wall in July of 2007. For those that don’t know, the column was inspired after receiving a poem from an inmate, and while I was stuck in rush hour traffic. Since then it has accomplished what I hoped and prayed it would by giving inmates a chance to express themselves in a positive manner, inspiring those in the church to pray for them, and giving those outside the church to see the potential that inmates have when they put their minds to it. The newsletter now goes to both Cook and Dupage County jails, and its distribution into Dekalb County jail is pending approval. It is currently mailed to approximately 60 inmates, and emailed to approximately 100 or more addresses. I receive numerous good reports regarding the newsletter, and how it has helped encourage inmates and their families. This past March, I was asked to speak to a Catholic ladies group regarding the newsletter. As I testified to them, and spoke of all that God has done; many of the women were brought to tears. I then came to the understanding that many of them had children incarcerated. I would like to encourage all those who are incarcerated, regardless of your time, to consider your families. This is not put forth to make you feel guilty, or condemned. However, as one who has lived through having a loved one incarcerated for close to ten years, I can relate to the stress, disappointment, and pain. It may be easy to forget, while sitting in a jail cell, the pain caused to mothers, fathers, children, etc. The suffering I went through may be the very thing that has given me a heart for inmates, and causes me to publish this letter every month, no matter how busy, stressed, or tired I am, and I consider it a blessing to be able to contribute to something that makes life a little better for someone. I would like to share a realization I came to, when sitting in on a clergy advisory meeting, some years ago. The topic of discussion was “how to reduce the recidivism rate.” It came to me then that neither the authorities, who you chose to place yourselves under, or clergy, no matter how anointed the ministry, can accomplish this. It is YOU; the inmates who must choose who you hang with, and realize that the gangs you affiliate yourselves with (if applicable) inside or outside prison and/or the company you keep will be the second thing to drag you down. The first thing is not making up your mind to change your life regardless of the cost; the cost may seem high, but it is worth it. It may require separating from friends and family who are involved in the activities that brought you to the place you are. The first step is to repent or turn away from these activities. Then doing your best to make things right with those you hurt, and finally replacing the destructive behavior with something positive. Eleven years ago, I used both drugs and alcohol to deal with depression that was caused by the abuse in my life. When I came to God in January of 2000, I replaced substance dependence with a dependence on God through prayer and reading of His word. Notice I used the word dependence instead of abuse. No one abuses a drug or alcohol. On the contrary, one abuses themselves with these substances. In fact, they become our God, who we depend on. To abuse drugs, one actually presents their body as a living sacrifice to the drug, when the Bible tells us in Romans 12:1 that we are supposed to be a living sacrifice to God. I can tell you after 11 years, that the living God is a much better God than the drugs or alcohol we are deceived into serving. It takes a made up mind, and no one can make up our minds for us. God will not force anyone to do the right thing. It is a choice each individual will make. I encourage you to make the right choice. Lastly, I want to thank all those who submit to the newsletter. You make the column possible, and many are blessed by it. Those inside and outside alike, and I understand that write-outs cost, and many have limited resources. So again, I thank you. May God inspire more of you to contribute, and strengthen you toward many good works.                 Beth Marie Rexford
WORDS FROM BEHIND THE WALL
FIGHT WITH LOVE
In love we are willing to stand up for those in need. Love keeps our faith solid because it fuels the heart with goodness. Watch out for those who try to stop your flow of love to justify their hate. Instead, fight the world’s hatred with everything you do because God is strong within you    (I Corinthians 16:13-14). 
* * * * * * * * * * * *

TRUST IN HIS WISDOM
God’s ways are far beyond anything we can think of. We are greatly unable to reach His height of wisdom. When we try to put His actions into our understanding, it only becomes confusing. This is why He provides His Word and Spirit to help us. All we need to do is trust (Isaiah 55:8-9).
                                                          William Moctezuma
* * * * * * * * * * * *

THOUGHTS ON PRAYER (PART 3)

An enemy army had just arrived, intent on wiping out Israel. So Moses says to Joshua, “Take your best soldiers, and go out to meet them. I’m taking two men, I going to climb the hill that overlooks the plains; and raise my hands and pray for victory.” As Moses hands stretched heavenward, Joshua’s troops prevailed in battle. But when Moses’ arms grew weary, and he dropped them to his side; the tide of the battle shifted before his eyes. Joshua’s troops where being struck down. Again, Moses stretches his hands towards heaven bringing the matter before the Lord. Immediately the battle’s momentum shifts back to Joshua. Then it strikes Moses---he must keep his arms stretched toward heaven in prayer if he wants to open the door to God’s supernatural intervention here on earth! There’s a lesson here for us: if we are willing to invite God to invite Himself into our daily living, we will experience His power in our home, our cells, our dorm areas, our relationships, our careers, and where ever else it’s needed. But the other side of the equation is sobering; it is hard for God to release His power in our daily lives when we put our hands in our pockets and say, “I can handle this on my own.” If you do that, don’t’ be surprised if you get the nagging feeling that the tide of the battle has shifted against you, and that you’re powerless to do anything about it. Too many of us are willing to settle for lives like that---so don’t’ be one of them!    Brandy Holmes
* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Inmates, please submit your inspirational thoughts for Words from Behind the Wall to Beth Marie Rexford, C/O International Christian Fellowship, 9146 Lincoln Ave, Brookfield IL 60513.  Office Phone: 708-387-9009. Thank you. 















