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SOUND THE TRUMPET IN PRAYER

And if you go to war in your land against the enemy that opresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).
A Rock And A Hard Place
Many times in this life we are going to find ourselves in situations that cause us to feel angry, discontented, and heavy in heart; but even so it is good to know that in times like these the hand of God is still on our lives. The prophet Ezekiel was more than likely a witness to all of Israel’s rebellion, along with their turning from the one true God to worship idols. He probably observed the way other prophets that God sent them were treated. Imagine being commanded to go give instructions to people who you knew had already made up their mind and wouldn’t want to hear what you had to say. These same people might even want to kill you. On top of Ezekiel’s knowledge of that, God himself told him that they wouldn’t listen to any thing he said.  Ezekiel 3:4; 7 says, “Son of man, go, get thee unto the house of Israel, and speak with my words unto them. But the house of Israel will not hearken unto thee; for they will not hearken unto me: for all the house of Israel are impudent and hardhearted.” 

Ezekiel’s situation sounds discouraging to say the least. It probably would have been easy for him to say---why me? – Or--what is the point of my mission? Why am I in this seemingly pointless situation? In fact, the Bible tells us that Ezekiel was angry and bitter when he was carried by the Spirit, but the good part is that he didn’t go by his strength alone. Ezek 3:14-16 says, “So the spirit lifted me up, and took me away, and I went in bitterness, in the heat of my spirit; but the hand of the LORD was strong upon me. Then I came to them of the captivity at Tel-abib, that dwelt by the river of Chebar, and I sat where they sat, and remained there astonished among them seven days. And it came to pass at the end of seven days that the word of the LORD came unto me”…
God’s hand was upon Ezekiel even when he didn’t understand what was going on, the point of what he was going through, or what the outcome would be. Not only that, God strengthened him for the mission and trial he was going through. The Spirit literally carried him to his destination, and during his confusion, anger, heaviness, and distress God did not forget him or leave him without direction. He waited on God, and even though complete understanding of his situation did not come to him—he did receive a word from the Lord. The word gave him the direction he needed so he would know what he should do. We can be sure that there are those who will find themselves in hard situations, and those who may be going through things that they don’t understand. Maybe someone is looking for a glimpse of light at the end of what seems to be a dark and endless tunnel. 
When we find ourselves in a place like this—the proverbial “rock and a hard place” where there seems to be no way out—the best thing to do is talk to God. King David is our best example of someone who found themselves in a lot of difficult situations. Many of these situations he created himself as we also often do. David is also one of our best Biblical examples of someone who knew how to wait on (trust in) God in spite of the things he came up against or his failures. David had his share of “drama” during his lifetime, but he never failed to communicate with God, and he always encouraged himself in the Lord in every situation. Psalm 142:1-2 says, “I cried unto the LORD with my voice; with my voice unto the LORD did I make my supplication. I poured out my complaint before him; I shewed before him my trouble.” When we find ourselves in a bad situation, the best thing we can do is take our problems, failures, and drama to God in prayer. He is able to deliver us out of our situation, but more importantly—he is able to give us the strength and peace of mind we need to maintain our sanity and manage our lives in the midst of our storm---what ever it may be. BR
CHILDREN’S PRAYER

We received the following responses from the children when we asked them what they were thankful for.
Amarion Peoples, age 5, is thankful for God.

Daveon Nolan, age 7, is thankful for Jesus. 

Timothy Sani, age 4, is thankful for the Jesus.

Christian Cole, age 8, is thankful for Thanksgiving.

Cameron, age 6, is thankful for Jesus.

Noah Lopresti, age 7, is thankful for the Police

Jacob Walters, age 5, EFT my game.

Sydney Veal, age 2, Jesus giving the sky rains.

Seth Veal, age 4, thankful his whole family goes to the zoo.
Jolena Singh, age 4, God and your family going at Disney World. 

Betsy Garcia, age 4, is thankful for more fishes.

Getzemany Garcia, age 9, thankful she has a house and a car.

Nate Lopresti, age 10, is thankful for our Government and our freedom. 
Sylvia Garza, age 6, is thankful for her Grandma.

Destiny Bahena, age 5, is thankful for her Grandma. 

Candice Rice, age 6, God and my family.

Jaycie McKena Clayborn, age 5, is thankful for her mommy and her daddy. 

Josiah Singh, age 3, is thankful for Jesus.

WRITTEN BY A FIFTEEN YEAR OLD
Now I sit me down in school 
Where praying is against the rule 
For this great nation under God 
Finds mention of Him very odd. If Scripture now the class recites, it violates the Bill of Rights. 
And anytime my head I bow 
becomes a Federal matter now. Our hair can be purple, orange or green, 
that’s no offense; it's a freedom scene. 
The law is specific, the law is precise. 
Prayers spoken aloud are a serious vice. For praying in a public hall 
Might offend someone with no faith at all. 
In silence alone we must meditate, 
God's name is prohibited by the state. We're allowed to cuss and dress like freaks, 
and pierce our noses, tongues and cheeks. 
They've outlawed guns, but FIRST the Bible. 
To quote the Good Book makes me liable. 
We can elect a pregnant Senior Queen, 
and the 'unwed daddy,' our Senior King. 
It's "inappropriate" to teach right from wrong, 
we’re taught that such "judgments" do not belong.
We can get our condoms and birth controls, 
Study witchcraft, vampires and totem poles. 
But the Ten Commandments are not allowed, 
No word of God must reach this crowd. Its scary here I must confess, 
when chaos reigns the school's a mess. 
So, Lord, this silent plea I make: 
Should I be shot; my soul please take! Amen
PRAISE REPORTS
In Marion Iowa at Spirit and Truth Apostolic Church a man was healed from back pain that he had suffered with for ten years. The Lord is doing all kinds of great miracles. 
Evangelist Brandon Mocas ICF 
I know that God can heal emotional issues as well as physical issues, because He has healed me! 

 

I received the Holy Ghost when I was 15 years old during a revival service I attended with my friend and his family.  But, as a result of poor choices, I went another direction after a couple of years.  I became heavily involved with drugs and alcohol over the next 24 years. 

 

The Lord Jesus spoke to my heart during and directly after the terrorist’s attacks on 9/11/2001.  It was as if the Lord gently shook me and said "it's time to come back to me" I thank God that I heard Him and I obeyed.

 

I had a lot of emotional baggage: guilt, regrets and self condemnation.  There were times when I was so overcome by my emotions that the only word I could literally choke out was Jesus.  But, God still had a plan for me and by the grace of God, I'm alive, healthy, have a sound mind and I have been free from drugs and alcohol for over 6 years!  Thank you, Jesus! Jeff Eden New Life Christian Center
 

WORDS FROM BEHIND THE WALL

GUARDED PATH
Way too many years lost in the shadows of the woods searching for the path which led me back to you---You never came to mind until I felt the lack of your protection, which left me cold and wet. Then my body began to crave the nourishment only you can provide, leaving me starved and weak. An idea of adventure turned into a nightmare keeping me from finding the right way. The darkness which seemed interesting suddenly became scary. Finally, I admitted being lost and your answer came in a bright light acting as a beacon that I needed to bring me back to your main path. I will reach you as long I continue to follow. 
William Domingo Moctezuma 
Psalm 119:67 “I used to wander off until you disciplined me; but now I closely follow your word.” NLT

PATIENCE
Hold on to the promise given to you. Do not take matters into your own hands because you are unable to determine what is best for your own well being. Stand firm, allowing His will to work through you and see everything come together. In a rush, man makes many mistakes because we lose faith before the plan God had set before creation has a chance to unfold. Trust in Christ and he will deliver when the time is right. William Domingo Moctezuma
Hebrews 10:36 “Patient endurance is what you need now, so that you will continue to do God’s will. Then you will receive all that he has promised.” NLT
To all those who are incarcerated---We care about you and so does God. We want to hear from you. Please send your inspirational thoughts to: 

Beth Marie Rexford

C/O International Christian Fellowship

9146 Lincoln Avenue

Brookfield IL 60513

Deadline is the second week of the month. All writings received after this time will be posted in the following month’s newsletter.















