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SOUND THE TRUMPET IN PRAYER

And if you go to war in your land against the enemy that opresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).
The Second Sign
Moses was not a man without fault, but he was a man who sought after God. His walk was not a smooth one, but he did keep walking unto the end. Moses made mistakes along the way, he doubted himself, he lost his temper, and his patience. He made some bad choices, but God still used him to lead His people. In spite of the fact that Moses doubted himself, worried what others would think, and questioned God---God still gave him a word and direction. In spite of his shortcomings, Moses kept walking towards God. In Exodus chapter four, we find Moses receiving instruction from God. God gave Moses a testimony of His power, with signs and wonders, to show His delivering power to Pharaoh and all of Egypt. Moses told God that the people would not believe him. The first thing God did in response to Moses’ doubt was ask him what was in his hand. Moses had a rod, something typical for a shepherd to carry. God turned a simple everyday thing into a sign that would testify of His power, and He also used Moses’ own hand. God, who knows all things, encouraged Moses to go forward even if they would not believe his first testimony. God said to Moses, “And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe thee, neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, that they will believe the voice of the latter sign” (Exodus 4:8).  
It is a fact that people will not always believe what you tell them without seeing proof of what is said in deed or actions. Moses had certain things going against him from the start, but those things did not cause God to doubt him. The problem was Moses doubted himself, and feared the doubt of the people. Therefore, he felt that the people would not believe him. But God told him to keep going back and demonstrating His power. God was not really concerned with Moses’ doubt or failures or the doubt of the people. God wanted His delivering power to be made known, not only to His people, but to the world at large. He still feels the same way today. Doubt and discouragement are normal things we encounter. In a fallen world these things simply cannot be avoided, but God wants us to keep moving forward. When we keep moving forward, our loved ones and others around us take notice. They may not believe when we first tell them all that God has done for us or that we have changed our ways. 
It is not our initial words that will cause them to take notice; it is the voice or proclamation of the second sign. People can say a lot of things, but what we see them do speaks so much louder than their words. They may not believe how God has delivered us until they see the second sign, which are often the actions that follow our words. The word “sign” used in this verse of scripture means to be true in doctrine and profession, and/or to speak or tell the truth. We do this by how we live. And the sign that speaks so loudly to a fallen, fearful world is how we handle the tragedies that come our way. What do we do when our world falls apart? This is the sign that speaks so loudly to the world. The direction we turn in the middle of crisis is the greatest indicator of our faith, and will cause the faith of others to rise up when they see that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is alive and being proclaimed in our lives. The greatest sign or miracle that the world will ever see is a life truly changed by the power of God. BR
WORDS FROM BEHIND THE WALL
FAITHFUL JOE
A few years ago when I was first incarcerated, I was on the verge of falling completely apart. The world I knew came to a sudden end because of a stupid mistake I had made. I beat myself up every night about it for months, but before I came to know Jesus, He was planning the way for me. A brother named Joe had been on the same deck about three months before I came. For some reason he invited me to a Bible study. I refused to go for a couple weeks. The thing that caught my attention was the happiness that Joe gained from worshipping on those Tuesday nights, and how well he carried himself when the rest of us suffered. I wanted Joe’s happiness, so I went one September night. There I met brothers Mike and Tony, who preached a message, which seemed directed towards me. That same night I gave myself to the Lord because His Spirit filled me with the wonderful glory it provides. For some reason Joe befriended me; and everyday for over a year we discussed scripture, read the Bible, prayed, and talked. Without Joe, I could not have made it because his faith was used to steer my life. He even opened up to me about how he had been fighting a bogus case, but each time the subject came up---Joe would say that the Lord would set him loose, and make fools of the ones who were trying to wrongfully convict him. In my mind I wanted the best for Joe, but at the same time I was worried. On the other hand, he went over three years refusing to take any deals and continued to suffer in that county jail. For the last year, I had been an inmate of the IDOC wondering how he was doing and praying for his safety. One day a few months ago, I got some mail. One letter caught my eye because the return address had his name and house address. My heart was so full of joy before I even opened it because it meant only one thing---that he had beat the charges and was completely free. Every week we wrote each other, and in each of his letters, Joe praised the Lord for the wonderful things in his life. This past Saturday, Joe came to visit me, and seeing him showed me the perfect example of faith. During that visit Joe told me that during his trial no jury or witnesses showed and the judge set him free. The only thing that came out of my mouth was that God set that up. To me Joe is a great elder of the church---not for his age, theological skills, or preaching like other leaders seem to have. Joe is a great elder because of his example. He continued to worship and pray. His faith kept him strong. Every chance he had he praised the Lord, and continued to care for others. He never gave up hope. The Lord used him to show me what a Christian is all about. I thank God for bringing him into my life.                                            William D. Moctezuma
* * * * * * * * * * * *

The world’s desire is to set our hearts on fire---igniting the mighty truth---so that it may soothe our daily strife that cuts like a knife---destroying those of us who live without Jesus---for man cannot win the battles he’s fought in his spiritual war---no, he won’t go far without asking the Father to show him love for his brother---and share the Good News that takes away the blues---we must admit that we’re sinners before we can be winners---we must pray and repent---our requests must be sent to the Lord up above---asking for His love, and His forgiveness, and grace so that we can face the turmoil around us---knowing our God will surround us with His love and protection---as we live in redemption. Amen
                                                                  Joseph Aragon
* * * * * * * * * * * *

LIFE IS WONDERFUL
Life is wonderful as well as priceless, with all of God’s creation from nation to nation, we pray for all within human relation. Embrace the blessings with pure thanksgiving. Let’s rejoice in the happiness of this life as our passage unfolds with various situations that affect us all within many different ways. Keep striving to uplift yourself and seek the good…fight evil with righteousness along with supplication. Thank almighty God, most importantly, for life is certainly beautiful in spite of our struggles. Clinch the passion of righteousness with good deeds, promote peace, express love, and help others. God willing, many blessings will be bestowed upon those who thrive to master the likeness. And I’d like to take this line to thank God almighty for this opportunity. No doubt, life is wonderful as well as priceless.
Michael Marshall

* * * * * * * * * * * *

ONLY THE STRONG SURVIVE
A hater is someone that is jealous, envious, and spends all of their time trying to make you look small so they can look tall. They are very negative people. Nothing is ever good enough. When you make your mark, you will always attract some haters. That is why you have to be careful of who you share your blessings and dreams with. It is dangerous to be like somebody else. If God wanted you to be like somebody else, He would have given you what He gave them. You don’t know what people have gone through to get what they have. The problem I have with haters is that they have seen my glory, but that don’t see my story. If the grass looks greener on the other side of the fence, you can rest assured the water bill is higher too. We’ve all got some haters among us. Most of our haters are people that are supposed to be on our side. You handle haters by knowing who you are, having a purpose to your life, and remembering what you have is by divine prerogative. Purpose does not mean having a job. You can have a job and still be unfulfilled. Purpose is having a clear sense of what God has called you to be. Your purpose is not defined by what others think about you---you only have one life to live. When it’s your time to leave this earth, you want to be able to say, “I have lived my life and fulfilled my dreams.”                                   Sabrina Davis
* * * * * * * * * * * *

THE FOUNDATION FOR YOUR IDENTITY
If you struggle with feelings of unworthiness, praying longer, working harder, and vowing to do better won’t change your feelings. Like remodeling and old house with a cracked foundation, you can redecorate every room, but the floors and ceilings will just keep sagging until eventually it collapses. You’ve got to address the foundation. That means seeing yourself as God sees you! Only then will you experience the stability, fulfillment, and the peace He wants you to enjoy. How does God see me? “You ask”, He sees you as: Loveable - His word to you is: ”you are precious… and I love you” (Isaiah 43:4). Who loves you? God! Listen again: “The one the Lord loves rests between His shoulders”. Sounds like a pretty secure position to be in, don’t you think? Valuable - If you grew up feeling ignored or unwanted, you got the wrong message. You’re so valuable to God that He purchased our freedom through the Blood of His Son (Ephesians 1:7). How’s that for value? God loves you Calvary worth and that’ll never change! Capable - Without a supportive environment to grow up in, you can end up with a diminished sense of ability. It’s why so many of us try to compensate by overachieving. God knows you’re capable because He’s given you special abilities                   (I Peter 4:10). Furthermore, He set us down in company with Jesus (Ephesians 2:6). So stay in your seat and don’t let anybody tell you your life doesn’t matter. 

It does because God says so!                   Brandy Holmes                                                                                                     
* * * * * * * * * * * *

WHAT CHRISTMAS REALLY IS
On Christmas Eve they make believe that Santa will arrive---though tummies fed and off to bed---they are up again at five. They look and see the Christmas tree with presents all around---then smile and call their thanks for all---the toys that they have found. But as they grow---we let them know that Christmas is the birth of God’s sweet love---from up above---when He sent Christ to earth.     George Branning
* * * * * * * * * * * *

Inmates, please submit your inspirational thoughts for Words from Behind the Wall to Beth Marie Rexford, C/O International Christian Fellowship, 9146 Lincoln Ave, Brookfield IL 60513.  Office Phone: 708-387-9009.  Praise Reports from anyone also wanted. Thank you.















