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SOUND THE TRUMPET IN PRAYER

And if you go to war in your land against the enemy that opresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).
Grey Areas
The Bible tells us that it is “the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honor of kings is to search out a matter” (see Proverbs 25:2). The word of God is forever settled in heaven; and is said to have one interpretation, but many applications. In fact, God’s word applies to all areas of life, even grey areas. Grey areas are not necessarily physical places, but can be mindsets, doubts, or conclusions caused by situations. In every grey area it is helpful to know some helpful tools that enable us see the other side of our situation. One is faith, and the other is principles that we find in the word of God. Without principles it is easy to follow the urge to react in fear to situations we don’t understand. And it is easy for doubt and fear to set in when things are not easy to understand. Faith is a similar to a muscle that must be exercised for it to grow. Every man is given a measure of faith, but it will be small if it is not exercised. The story of Job is a good example of someone who had grey areas that were beyond his control in his life. The Bible tells us that Job did everything right. As far as we can tell, Job was about as righteous as a man can get. So it would appear his actions were not the cause of his trials.
Job, during his trial, made this statement about God, “He discovereth deep things out of darkness, and bringeth out to light the shadow of death” (Job 12:22). Job, who lost his health, family, and finances, helps us understand that God uses darkness (literally misery) to uncover things that may we may need to deal with and remove. Sometimes things happen to us that we did not ask for or deserve, hence a grey area. This will often require us to move forward and beyond the situation in order to accomplish something great, or keep us bound until a decision is made to move towards God. In Job’s case, even though he got discouraged, and made his complaint known to his friends and to God, in the end he was given more than he had to start with. God appeared to forget that Job had said a negative word against him. A move towards God is always a liberating move, a safe move, even in the darkness. 
Joseph is another man who had grey areas that were not of his own doing. He chose to do right, and live by God’s principles; even when he was sold into slavery by his own brothers, falsely accused by his master’s wife, thrown into prison for doing the right thing, and forgotten in prison by someone he helped. Out of his dark situation, God revealed things to and about Joseph. He was defined and recognized by all he had gone through. God used darkness to bring about great things in Joseph’s life, and in the lives of others, including Joseph’s own family. We never know how God will bring to life dead situations by shining His light into them. He brings life into things that appear to  be dead, and causes His glory to be known through His resurrection power. This would not be possible to do in the light. It can only be accomplished through the power of darkness. But rest assured that Jesus has overcome death, hell, and the grave. It is a small thing for Him to revive any dead situation. It does require faith, and a heart willing to seek Him; sometimes calling things that aren’t as if they are.
Abraham sought God and believed God, and it was counted as righteousness. Abraham received a promise, which he never saw fully fulfilled in his lifetime. The important thing is that even though there were grey areas; God did fulfill, and is still fulfilling the promise of making his seed as the sands on the shore. He received this promise and a covenant with after a battle where he acknowledged God as his provider, and the one who possessed heaven and earth. This was in spite of the fact he had no children, and was told to go to a place he did not know.  Scripture tells us that a horror (literally fear) of great darkness (literally misery) fell on Abraham, and this is where God enlightened Abraham with purpose. Abraham had just finished offering a sacrifice (worshipping) God before this experience. Prior to this, he asked God regarding the promise because he had no children. Abraham put himself in a position to seek God for understanding. 
Then we have Jacob, the deceiver. He had a heart towards God, but was not without flaws in his character. Some of the grey areas in his life were self-inflicted. But he chose to seek 
God regardless of his circumstances. He feared meeting his brother after deceiving him out of his birthright, but God used the situation for the good of everyone, and there was peace in the end between Jacob and his brother. It was through Jacob (Israel) that Moses was born. Moses had some grey areas, but was also called the meekest man whoever lived; meekness being a total dependence on God. Sometimes God uses grey areas to cause us to seek Him on a deeper level. There is great power in understanding that God does not use grey areas for our destruction, but as a catalyst to shed the light of salvation for all to see. BMR
WORDS FROM BEHIND THE WALL
HEARING MY PLEA

The Sunday before Christmas I received a visit from my mother and my stepfather. During our conversation, she stated something which caught my complete attention. At the time my mother didn’t know, but she confirmed a blessing as coming one hundred percent from God. For years, I, along with others have been praying for my brother to get a job, not only to fulfill his financial needs, but for it to be something he enjoys doing. Months ago he did find a job, which has him making the most he ever made. Then to remind me that God is in complete control, my mother said, “He loves his job so much, sometimes he doesn’t want to leave.” I am greatly thankful He heard me because the Lord is my strength when I trust Him to help. I pray God will bless those who prayed along with me (Psalm 28:6-8). 
                                                          William Moctezuma

* * * * * * * * * * * *

Tortured faces confined to solitary places. Days of dreadful loneliness going through the paces, lives gone astray, dealing with criminality, time marches on in perpetual madness, and the madness of it all will make you crazy. Endless days…locked away spent in solitary. Questions go and questions come, filtering through your mind. Wasted days…living wasted lives, doing wasted time, will I ever see daylight? Will this come to pass? Or will this be the end of me? The final penance cast? Will I be forever doomed to this stench filled hole? Scrounging out my existence like a feral mole? Or will I find forgiveness, a cleansing of the heart? Will the Lord give me wing, and rip my bonds apart?
                                                                  Joseph Aragon
* * * * * * * * * * * *
RECONCILIATION
Surely we must strive to rebuild and forgive as we deal with these trying times. Our souls must open to love and reconciliation with our passage in this life. We must take full responsibility for our actions and deeds. Reconciliation must take place with each individual beyond our circumstances and binding struggles that we all face in day to day living. Never forget your beautiful struggles, but master forgiveness, love, and peace with a strong will to take raw pleasure in doing good deeds and building positive ties that enhance people, not chain or oppress them. Accordingly corporate with love, peace, and freedom with pure inspiration to uplift lives with happiness, will power, and   the sweet release transcendent in exchange. Reconciliation…with faith and forgiveness are key tools to rebuilding our lives.                            Michael T Marshall
* * * * * * * * * * * *
HE WHO GIVES CAN TAKE AWAY

Remember…the Lord...gives you the power to become rich (Duet. 8:18). 
Can God trust you with money? Do you have the courage to thank Him publicly for what He has given you? Ever noticed how some of us who praised Him when we had very little, suddenly become “image conscious” when we start to prosper? We call on God when we’re in trouble, but when we get back on our feet, we stop counting our blessings, and start counting our money. What’s happened? We’ve become so self-sufficient that we’re reluctant to mention the name of Jesus when we talk about our blessings! Israel’s financial amnesia was nothing new. It happens once you start believing, “it was (my) own power and might that made me (wealthy” Duet. 8:17). Never get so dazzled by success that you forget the source of everything you have, or so caught up in your blessings that you fail to acknowledge the one who blessed you. God told the Israelites, “When you have become prosperous…built fine homes, and your silver and gold have multiplied. Don’t become proud, and forget the Lord (Duet. 8:11-14). God doesn’t condemn success, he condemns arrogance! When you’ve had very little and suddenly enter the “Promised Land,” it’s easy to forget where you came from. A few gourmet meals, a designer suit, and a house in the “right” neighborhood can make you forget about yesterday’s hand-me-downs! God constantly had to remind His people not to overlook His goodness towards them. And the same applies to us. Remember…the Lord gives you the power to become rich, and…just as (He)… caused other nations in the past to perish…that will be your fate…if you don’t obey…God (Duet. 8:18-20). Bottom line! You don’t have anything God didn’t give you! The earth is the Lord’s and all its fullness, the world and those that dwell therein (Psalms 24:1). 
                                                              Brandy Holmes
* * * * * * * * * * * *

BLESSED OR CURSED
After studying verses on blessing or cursing, I have come to the conclusion that we serve a generous God, who wants to bless His children, who faithfully obey Him. God is also a God of absolutes. Revelation 3:15-16 says, “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were one or the other. So because you are lukewarm, neither hot or cold, I will spit you out of my mouth.” The Bible seems pretty clear cut that you are on one side or the other. I have not found any grey areas or middle ground. You cannot just sit on the fence and choose a side. After studying the scriptures, I am of the opinion that there is no middle ground, and the choice of what you get lies squarely on your shoulders.                                                   Mark Wright
* * * * * * * * * * * *

IMAGE

Somehow we believe that if we appear strong and tough, we will have a certain amount of status. We love to shine in front of others. It is a front designed to disguise who we really are on the inside. We think that performance plus accomplishments equals a whole person, not so. To find self verification for a sense of being somebody, we always come short of satisfaction. So please stop trying to be somebody you’re not, and be yourself. That goes a long way with anyone. Bless.                                             Johnny Plass
* * * * * * * * * * * *

Death comes over me like an enemy. Down on my knees to the floor knocking on the devil’s door let me in I’ve fallen from grace. Destruction is my chosen place. Hell has a place for my desire. My final resting place is where I will retire. God comes down, and says come with me. There is a better life, you will see. Rebuke the devil, and stay away from evil. Long life and love await you on the other side. You no longer have to run and hide. I forgive you of your sins. This time the devil will not win. Accept me as your Father, you are already my daughter. I will never turn or let you go. I have chosen life over death, it is so. You will be released from prison. This is the Lord’s new mission.
                                                           Cynthia Prichard
* * * * * * * * * * * *

Inmates, please submit your inspirational thoughts for Words from Behind the Wall to Beth Marie Rexford, C/O International Christian Fellowship, 9146 Lincoln Ave, Brookfield IL 60513.  Office Phone: 708-387-9009. Thank you. 















