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SOUND THE TRUMPET IN PRAYER

And if you go to war in your land against the enemy that opresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).
A New Thing
Once again we find ourselves at the end of another year. Soon 2007 will pass away forever. All in all it has been a good year---not with out its heartaches---not without its blessings. I am sure this can be said by all. However, it is a blessing to wake up in the morning and start the day knowing that we have another chance to make a difference somewhere---somehow---for someone. No matter what has happened in our lives God has a way of making all things new. The question is---will we be willing to let go of the old and usher in the new. There is a saying that goes like this---if something isn’t broken---don’t fix it. What if something isn’t working---should we keep doing it? Isn’t it better to reevaluate and renovate anything that isn’t working for us?
Sometimes we need to do this with the way we see ourselves since this will ultimately affect the way we see others. If we cannot see beyond our failures---we cannot believe that others can move beyond their failures—it is going to take love and forgiveness to do this. Not humanities conditional love, but the love of God that casts out fear---allowing faith to rise up. It is this kind of love that lets us believe that someone has the ability to change----even if their past indicates otherwise. It is this kind of love that sees the good in others and not the bad. Faith gets its energy from love according to Galatians 5:6. Therefore, it is very hard to believe in someone or something in the absence of love. The negative circumstances of life can allow fear to have a foothold in our emotions—fear always presents false evidence against what is real, and tells us that we can’t rise above a situation because of what happened in the past. The past should never be used to measure the future. 
I have often wondered if some people don’t change because they don’t believe it is possible. They are already down on themselves because of repeated failures---then they have this negative cheering section of people they have hurt and disappointed who impart negative faith by expecting them to mess up. It is a good thing to know that God doesn’t’ think this way. Isaiah 43:19 says, “Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert.”  If God can make a way in the wilderness and cause rivers to spring forth in the desert he can do a new thing in the life of anyone. Let’s look for every opportunity in the coming year to encourage someone by letting them know that with God all things are possible, and He is more than able to do a “new thing” in their life. BR
Things That Never Die
Charles Dickens

The pure, the bright, the beautiful

That stirred our hearts in youth,

The impulses to wordless prayer, 

The streams of love and truth,

The longing after something lost,

The Spirit’s yearning cry,

The stirring after better hopes---

These things can never die.

The timid hand stretched forth to aid

A brother in his need;

A kindly word in grief’s dark hour

That proves a friend indeed;

The plea for mercy softly breathed,

When justice threatens high, 

The sorrow of a contrite heart---

These things shall never die

Let nothing pass, for every hand 

Must find a job to do, 

Lose not a chance to waken love---

Be firm and just and true.


So shall a light that cannot fade

Beam on thee from high,
And angel voices say to thee---

“These things shall never die.”

Words From Behind The Wall
I believe that God has saved me from sin and death countless times. I’ve questioned why I was spared and always thanked him. This only increased my faith. I feel that he wants me with the living just a little longer. My faith shows through the way I treat others. Instead of judging them and being selfish I find myself being nice to them by Helping them out with and envelope, food if I have it, and even a cup of coffee. I feel that way I am letting Christ shine through me. I haven’t always been this way of course. When I was in the free world I was very selfish, judgmental, hateful, and coveted. I also realize that drugs and alcohol had a lot to do with it. The drugs brought a live of misery even though I had money to spend. I lived in a materialistic world. It seems like all the important people in my life are dead now, my parents and the mother of my only child, which left me with no way to locate her. It drained me emotionally and I started drinking everyday. I lost my job and had no way to support myself. So I went back to what it took me five years to get away from—doing drugs and selling marijuana---eventually I was arrested. I am not proud of it, but I can’t change the fact. I sincerely wish the congregation my best wishes during this Christmas season that shines in the glorious light of God’s love. Oscar Falcon
QUESTIONS
There are so many questions that come to the mind that it’s hard to believe I am still sane! How? Why? When? Where? Who? What? Are only a few of the questions that have invaded my mind for so many odd years! During my many years of drug abuse and running the streets---these are some of the questions that plagued my thoughts, but getting high helped me escape the realization of how unsuccessful I was becoming as a man. Not having the answers to these questions and my great number of failures has only helped push me to that thin border line between sanity and insanity. But Praise God for always allowing me to still be hopeful. Isaiah 55, verse 8 states that God’s thoughts are not our thoughts and our ways are not his (God’s) ways. When I sometimes feel like I am losing my marbles Isaiah 55, verse 8 reminds helps to remind me that I need to stop questioning my ways and start trusting God’s Law! I am still a “Baby” in many unquestionable ways, but my Daddy in heaven has answered many of my questions!

How? Surrender and submit to God Almighty (heart and soul).

Why? Because my track record proves I’m a failure by myself. 

When? (Now) Because once we die it’s over with!

Where?--Right where I stand--because only God knows how much longer I will be standing anyway.

Who?—everybody---because we all fall short of the glory of God Almighty. 

What?--What will be the outcome if we just learn How? When? Why? Where? Who? What? Ted Mendez
RISING UP
I grew up without a loving dad and in a “crazy” home, but God has been there without a question of a doubt! My step-dad crossed boundaries that have robbed many young boys of their child-hood innocence, but praise my Father God for his protection! I now sit in a jail cell, but I will not pass the blame for the things that happened to me as a shorty because I am no longer a little boy defenseless or without knowledge---I knew the difference between right and wrong the day I chose to break the law! Although I have been sentenced to serve time---I am still blessed to have the opportunity to Rise Again and become a man of honor and a man of righteousness! I will still have those that will doubt my new way of being, but as long as I don’t doubt myself I am well on my way! Yes! My past has been shaky and questionable, but why should I continue to look behind me instead of towards the beautiful new life I will have ahead of me? I make these statements not only because I believe in myself. I am still a “young” boy in heart, but I claim this success because God out Father has raised his son Jesus Christ (my Savior) from the dead! Just as Jesus Christ has died and resurrected on the third day I have also been dead and have been given the chance to live once again. No more Drugs! Gangs! Or Self Pity! I may not be where I would like to be, but I am definitely not where I once was! Praise God for helping me to rise up as a new man! Ted Mendez
SEEIKING HELP

The lord is more than willing to give us what we need to spread the good news. He grants us many gifts of the Spirit to draw others. It can range from any of the spiritual gifts, but none is as important as bringing another into the light. Ask for wisdom to understand His message. Pray for courage to speak out loud. Seek out His Spirit to teach and Christ will always do his part, we have the job of doing all we can---building ourselves while building others in faith. It takes much skill influencing others and that skill doesn’t come from ones self. William Moctezuma
RECONNECTED
Alone I suffer---blaming you, cursing your name and this awful world you put me in. Why couldn’t I find you each time I needed you to protect me from myself and those seeking to hurt me? Must I fight this evil all by myself while you offer blessing to others in less trouble than I? Is this pain I suffer not enough for you to help or must I call for you with all I have left. Since the first signs of trouble—I turned away from you with hatred because I knew you couldn’t help me. How can you help me when my back is turned? You remained near even after I pushed you away. During my angry times your hand rested on my shoulder so in my stubbornness I wouldn’t be surprised finding you there all along waiting for me to turn back toward you. How stupid I was to think you didn’t care about me when you’ve been standing in the light while I left to hide myself in the shadow—my biggest mistake of all. How could I have ever treated you the way I have when you have loved me so, and have been willing to take me back with open arms. 

William Moctezuma 
I am still able to laugh. I will not let not noone or nothing steal my joy because I walk in the light and the light is. 

Michael Rodriguez

In the hardest of times—in the saddest of times---In the joyest of times—In the plainest of times---God sends His angels—He sends His people---He sends His blessings---When we praise Him---when we pray to Him---He is always here—He is always hearing---He is always seeing. 
In my time locked up in IDOC God has protected me and helped me. And he will do the same for you no matter where you are in the world. Luis Ruiz















