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SOUND THE TRUMPET IN PRAYER

And if you go to war in your land against the enemy that opresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).
The Miry Places
Time, circumstances, and situations that are out of our control have a way of creating murky water in the rivers of our thought life that flow through our conscious and subconscious minds. Our minds can be clouded up with pools of doubt, indecision, and confusion that prevent us from following the flow of God’s Spirit, whose purpose is to make all things new. In scripture, we see that water is often symbolic of cleansing and healing. However, miry places are stagnant pools that prevent the flow of the Spirit in our lives. This is detrimental to our walk with God because it prevents us from getting beyond the things God wants us to get beyond by taking us out of our comfort zone. A miry place can be something as simple as a way that we think or believe based on what has happened in the past. A miry place can prevent God from doing a new thing in our lives.
The Spirit of God always desires to heal. He is a healing force of love that does not change. He is not bound by time or circumstance. While He has the ability to work in the past, present, and future; He is always moving forward and is drawn to the needy, hurting, and those who seek His face. A miry place clouds up our thinking, preventing us from believing in change, and because “as a man thinks in his heart so is he”, a miry place prevents us from changing. A miry place also prevents us from being healed. The Bible tells us that Israel walked away from God and was in bondage. We can read many accounts of their decisions not to return to God, which resulted in captivity. It was their mindset, hence a miry place, that brought them to this place of bondage. They were always looking back, and bogged down in the mire of yesterday.
In one of Ezekiel’s accounts, he tells us of waters that flowed; healing waters that brought life to all. He spoke of many kinds of fish, and fishers that would spread forth their nets. Scripturally, fish can represent men (Jesus told His disciples); I will make you fishers of men. However it is written of the miry places “But the miry places thereof and the marishes thereof shall not be healed; they shall be given to salt” (Ezekiel 47:11). Miry places not only keep us from being healed and set free; they keep us from being used to set others free. It is interesting to note that the word “salt” implies easily pulverized or dissolved. This sheds a negative connotation on the word salt in this application letting us know that the areas of our lives that are miry will not be healed and will not be productive.  We must keep in mind that scripture has one interpretation, but many applications, and revelation is a matter of the will. Therefore, we can have knowledge of what God’s word says, but without revelation; we lose out on understanding how it applies to us personally. 
In order to bring living water to the miry places in our lives, we know we must pray and be in God’s word. These things are obvious. In addition to the obvious, we must willfully desire to pull down any strongholds or thoughts that rise up in opposition to the word of God. It is only when we bring our thoughts under the authority of God’s word, that the river of God’s healing Sprit can flow though our soul and spirit; removing the mire and mud that cause us to be stagnant and unproductive. As we approach the beginning of the New Year, let’s all take the time to evaluate our views, beliefs, and thinking. Let’s allow God’s Spirit to flow though our lives like Living Water that will heal and bring life. BR
FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITIOR 
I want to take this opportunity to thank all who take the time to read the newsletter, pray, and to all who submit inspirational writings to the column Words From Behind the Wall. You are in our prayers. Thank you for your sacrifice, as I know the cost to submit your material. You all make the column possible. I pray you all have and/or had a blessed Holiday Season, and that you remember the “Reason for the Season” all year long.
WORDS FROM BEHIND THE WALL
ONLY A MAN
I am not the only one burdened with life’s difficulties. The people I love have forgotten me. People who love me I have forgotten. When they speak unkindly about me, I am reminded of my vicious remarks towards others. I hurt just as they hurt. My greed is equal to his greed. My anger is her anger. My mistake is like all your past mistakes. We all share the same flaws. I need to accept the fact that I’m nothing but a man, and Lord I do need your help (Psalm 6:2).

* * * * * * * * * * * *

DO WITHOUT COMPLANING

The prisoners that act the toughest tend to be the many that do all the complaining. Each day it’s one thing or the other. If they are stuck in a two man cell all day, they wish for free movement. If they are in a dorm, they want to be in a cell. Some refuse to work, but whine about being bored or that the deck is dirty. I hear it all day long and wonder if I do the same. Complaining all the time destroys us because it allows us to fall deep into evil ways. Instead, we should count our blessings and be thankful for what we do have. Life will be much happier when we change from whining to a people that accept what we do have (Philippians 2:14; I Corinthians 10:10).                                        William D. Moctezuma
* * * * * * * * * * * *

THE MIGHTY SWORD OF FAITH

When temptation comes and danger is very near…When all seems hopeless and your about to shed a tear. Pray to God and ask Him to guide you along the way…The mighty sword of faith! 
When your down and out and don’t know which way to go…When your sad and tired and feeling oh so low Ask the Lord to bless you each and every day…And welcome in the mighty sword of faith! 
Just kneel down and bear out all your sin…And ask the Lord to start your life anew again. Empty your heart, open your mind. And really, really pray…And our loving savior will bless you with the mighty sword of faith.             Joseph Aragon
* * * * * * * * * * * *

BEHIND THESE PRISON WALLS

Behind these prison walls, many men women bound by time confined and convicted for some kind of crime…wrong or right the system don’t care about your innocence…it’s just business and part of the plight. 
Behind these prison walls, some fall weak or meek and some grow strong or dominant.
 Behind these prison walls, chained by pain, tied to depression, as days turn to years, men as well as women battle their fears, and wipe away their tears as the time sometimes feels rough. 
Behind these prison walls you gotta to stand strong, can’t let the time chain your mind or spank your body and soul with depression. Hold firm to your will power. It’s a gift from God. 
Behind these prison walls, seek positive change. Hold firm to your brain and break the mental chains and strive to master what’s good to do, and the right thing behind these prison walls.                                               Michael T Marshall

* * * * * * * * * * * *

JESUS TO THE RESCUE

Lord, Lord is that you that I see? Please come Lord Jesus; please come rescue me. I’m desperate and hurt Lord, so very sick and in pain; I look in the mirror Lord, and I’m deeply ashamed. I’ve committed acts Dear Lord; I thought they were fun; now I’m locked up Lord, an outcast and shunned. 
I’m so very sorry Dear Lord; please forgive all my sins. The door to my heart is wide open; please Lord Jesus come in. Without you Lord, I’m so lost and all alone; my sins are too heavy Dear God; in their depths I will drown. 
Save me Precious Lord; I don’t know what else to do; I’m trusting in your word, Lord, Dear God, I’m counting on you. 
Jesus my sweet savior, I know you died for me; thank you Lord Jesus, you’ve set this sinner free. Still I’m alone, though no longer lost; thank you Lord Jesus for paying the cost. 

                                                              Paula Espinoza
THE INVISIBLE EPIDEMIC

When Daniel said that in the last days, “there is going to be a lot of frantic running around,” he printed an amazingly accurate picture of your day. There’s an invisible epidemic called S-T-R-E-S-S, and its making us feel burned out, used up, and overloaded. Since we can’t change life, we’ve got to change our approach to it; here are two ways to do that:

1) Simplify your lifestyle! Somebody quipped, “I started out with nothing and I’ve still got most of it!” But most of us have enough to last 10 lifetimes! Ask yourself, “Do I really need all these clothes, books, CDs, and stuff I’ve accumulated?” Why not unload what you’re not using and give it to someone who can? If you do, your stress levels will decrease and you’ll feel liberated because the more you have, the more you have to take care of! That’s why Jesus said, you’re far happier giving than receiving (Acts 20:35).

2) Strive for progress, not perfection! Someone once said, “The desire for perfection is the worst disease that ever affected the human mind. Perfectionists aren’t just their own worst critics; they’re hard on anyone else who can’t maintain their impossible standards. 
Learn to live with loose ends and trust God more. If you want progress, you’ve got to be at peace with the mess that accompanies it.                                          Brandy Holmes
* * * * * * * * * * * *

In the darkest of night, I sought His face. I wanted His love, I needed His grace. In anguish of soul tears filled my eyes, heart broken in pieces, Spirit filled deep sighs. His hand reached down, He wiped away my tears, and tenderly He loved me, redeeming my years. Hope filled my soul. Love washed over my heart. Joy filled my spirit; never more will we part                                               Unknown Inmate
* * * * * * * * * * * *

Inmates, please submit your inspirational thoughts for Words from Behind the Wall to Beth Marie Rexford, C/O International Christian Fellowship, 9146 Lincoln Ave, Brookfield IL 60513.  Office Phone: 708-387-9009.  Praise Reports from anyone also wanted. Thank you.















