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SOUND THE TRUMPET IN PRAYER

And if you go to war in your land against the enemy that opresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).
In The Evening Time There Shall Be Light
As another year comes to an end; many reflect on what was and anticipate what will be. This season can be difficult for many, and it is known to be a time when suicide rates go up. For others it is a time of celebration and anticipation of what will come. Wherever we are in this season, it is important to look beyond the immediate or near future, considering that there will be a Day of the Lord. This day is a promise of victory for the children of God. The revelation that there will be such a day should give us hope in spite of everything. Without out hope, we cannot look forward to a new day. It is the hope of a new day, and the promise that even though weeping may endure for a night, joy will come in the morning. It is the promise of a new day that keeps us going though all of lives ups and downs. It is this hope that gives us a reason to keep going when things don’t go our way because there is something greater than the temporal things we see around us. It is even greater than “the powers that be” that govern our present lives. While these are necessary to prevent anarchy and should be respected, they are not eternal, nor do they dictate our destiny. 
The promise we are given in Isaiah 9:6-7, tells us of a Savior, Christ the Lord; who will establish an everlasting kingdom of peace and justice. Corrupt government systems will no longer rule as they do today. He will rule with righteous judgment. It is a government where poverty, sickness, death, and loneliness will no longer rule. There will be no respect of persons based upon race or social standing in His Kingdom. Zechariah 14 tells of a day of the Lord when He shall return to establish His Kingdom standing upon the Mount of Olives, causing a great valley to be formed, bringing His saints with Him (Zechariah being only one witness to this day). This will be the day of the Lord, and the Bible tells us that this day shall not be clear or dark or night or day. But in the evening every dark, murky, and evil situation will be brought to light. Zechariah 14:6-7; 9 says, “And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark: But it shall be one day which shall be known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light…And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one.”
If we hold on to this hope regardless of what we are going through, we can make it. Even those sitting in such thick darkness, that it is hard to believe there could be light, can be encouraged by knowing that there is hope for the dawn of a new day. Ezekiel was a man in a dark place, called to speak to children of Israel who were in rebellion to the Lord. He must have felt very lonely and isolated as he was told to warn people who didn’t want to hear what he had to say. God, in His mercy, sent him even though God knew that they wouldn’t listen. Ezekiel was promised that God would meet him in the plain (literally a valley), and talk with him there. Ezekiel was also supernaturally strengthened by the Spirit of God. This enabled him to go forward to accomplish what God had called him to do, enabling him to walk through his situation (see Ezekiel 3:22-23). If you find yourself in a valley today, seek God right where you are at. God met Moses in a dark cloud on Mount Sinai (see Exodus 24:16), and He lead the children of Israel though the wilderness with a pillar of cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by night giving them light (see Exodus 13:21). God does not change (see Malachi 3:6), and for this reason we are not consumed. We must embrace His word more than our circumstances. What He promised still remains true today. We cannot lose by embracing the Hope of the Light that shines in the darkness, and letting our faith rise up to receive and believe in the light. BMR
WORDS FROM BEHIND THE WALL
SAFE RETREAT
He is a refuge for those in need, never casting away His people, bound by His word (Psalm 9:9-10). Call upon the Lord for comfort. Those who hurt you may never change, but God will always keep us strong during stressful times. Being firm in our faith will invite His grace (Psalm 55:16-19). Direct all your troubles to Him, and know the Lord is listening. As ruler of all, only He can truly help; knowing He will destroy those who act against His will (Psalm 5:1-6). Call upon He who will save us, with true love and compassion, keeping us secure under complete the protection only He can provide (Psalm 18:1-3).               William Moctezuma

* * * * * * * * * * * *

You will surely find, that by life’s design, most people are often not where they need to be to be saved eternally. It simply is the way that life is played because of the evil one, who caused sin to come upon, those who lived in Eden by the fruit they had eaten. So basically we’re all sinners, but we still can be winners, if we accept Christ Jesus, and do the things he says, immerse ourselves in prayer, show Jesus that we care for one another in love, as we seek the Kingdom from above.                                Joseph Aragon
* * * * * * * * * * * *
GRATITUDE

The benevolence should be given each and every day with pure gratitude for all creation. In the manner of good nature with compassion for our fellow man, woman, and child the forbearance of good deeds shall light our passage with blessings. Gratitude should be taken every day with raw affection and generosity for the disposition of all the sweet action of bestowment granted upon us. So, let us always be thankful for this life we share and strive to master the righteousness of love, peace, freedom, and justice as keys to helping others in this life. Yes, it’s true life lessons are full of knowledge, wisdom, and understanding for those of us that are conscious…yet, it’s a real blessing to take our lessons of life, and teach others about doing the right thing with raw passion and pure gratitude.    Michael T Marshall
* * * * * * * * * * * *
JESUS HEARD YOU
Jesus heard you when you prayed last night, Jesus was there when you fought your fight, He is going to bring you through. Jesus knew when you shed those tears. You did not weep alone, the burdens you thought too heavy to bear, He made His very own. Jesus Himself was touched by that trial you could not understand, Jesus stood by you as you fell, and lovingly clasped your hand. Jesus cared when you bore that pain. Indeed He bore it too. He felt each pain, each ache in your heart because of His love for you. Jesus our Savior will always be with us, no need to be anxious or fret. He will be there all the time, for He has never forsaken us.                                                         Brandy Holmes
* * * * * * * * * * * *

EXACT OPPOSITES
I have observed some things during my stay in the county jail that I would like to share. I consider myself a Christian, spending my days reading the Bible, praying, and working on Bible studies. For the most part, there are nine other men on my block who are not Christians. I noticed how different their habits are from mine. Instead of getting up to do things during the day; most of them sleep all day until dinner time, only waking to eat lunch. After dinner, they watch TV until 11:30 PM lockdown. What baffled me most was when the guards turned off the TV at midnight, instead of doing the logical thing and going to sleep, this is when they would get up, talk, and do other noisy things, midnight to 3:00 AM being the worst. None of this made sense to me until I asked a man that teaches Bible studies. He said that he had heard of this phenomenon before, and that everything has an exact opposite. When God created the world, He put everything in a certain balance. It is a fact of nature that everything has an opposite, including good and evil. When Jesus was dying on the cross, the Bible tells us in Matthew 27:45 and in Mark 15:33, “At the sixth hour darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour.”  That would be from 12: noon to 3:00 PM, using the Jewish method of designating time. During those hours of darkness Christ was giving His life, and pouring out His love to cover the sin debt for everyone who believes in His name. This is the good side of the equation. The evil side of the equation is this. The exact opposite time of when Jesus was showing His great love for us was from midnight to 3:00 AM. This is the time that satan, his demons, and many of the people who are not practicing Christianity are the most active. Statistics prove that this is the time when most crimes occur, bars are the busiest, more drunks are on the road, etc. The Bible gives us many examples of opposites, including light and dark, heaven and hell, life and death. So please think about this. Make your choice to walk in the light before it is too late, and you lose your way.                    Mark Wright
* * * * * * * * * * * *

MIRACLES
Miracles are more than things that happen, which we cannot explain! According to Webster’s American English Dictionary, a miracle is an extraordinary event taken as a sign of divine intervention in human affairs. A divine miracle is simply a deviation from God’s normal and natural way of working. In Biblical times, the main purpose for miracles was to confirm God’s word as spoken by the people who did the miracles, not only to exhibit His power. The miracles of our Lord not only confirm His deity, but were designed to teach spiritual truths as well. Miracles still happen today, but since we have God’s written word, the major miracles have tapered off. Each miracle has a design and a purpose, while all God’s miracles bear the mark of God. Miracles of healing, forgiveness, protection, and guidance occur every day to those who trust in God. A miracle occurs every time a person becomes a Christian! A short and specific statement found in Mark 10:27 that explains miracles is, “With God all things are possible.”                                     Blare Roland
* * * * * * * * * * * *

JESUS CHRIST RESURECTION BODY

Christ is called the “first born from the dead” because He is the first to have a resurrection body. Jesus Himself had raised three people from the dead, but these people were simply restored to life in their human bodies. When Christ died and rose from the grave by His Father God, He had a glorious, new resurrection body different from anything that had ever been seen on earth. It was a body of flesh and bones, but without blood. It was because His blood was shed for our sins on the cross.                     Sabrina Davis
* * * * * * * * * * * *

As I pray to thee, Lord, please help me to do the things I need to do to get closer to you. I’ve been through so much pain, but I know it’s not in vain. He holds me in his arms protecting me from all harm. I have no fear because I know He keeps me near. He flies through life like a dove, unleashing His undying love. After all is said and done, I’ll know I’ve won because out of misery and strife, I know God has a purpose for my life.                         Marlene Wilson
* * * * * * * * * * * *

CHRISTMAS TIME IS HERE
Tears fall as I wish to be there, missing my kids, mom, and dad. My mistakes took me away from the life I had. Prison walls seem to close in. I am on my knees, Lord cleanse me of my sins. Home is where I should be for the holidays. That is where I would be if there was a possible way. Don’t cry baby girl you will be home soon to a brand new world.
                                                               Cynthia Prichard
* * * * * * * * * * * *

Inmates, please submit your inspirational thoughts for Words from Behind the Wall to Beth Marie Rexford, C/O International Christian Fellowship, 9146 Lincoln Ave, Brookfield IL 60513.  Office Phone: 708-387-9009. Thank you. 















