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SOUND THE TRUMPET IN PRAYER

And if you go to war in your land against the enemy that opresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).
Rebuilding What Was Lost
It is a fact that time and circumstance happen to all. In the imperfect world we live in, we can expect tribulation to come. But He who sits on the throne says, “Behold, I make all things new.” God is drawn to all things void and without form. He is a Master Creator, and we understand this about Him from the very beginning of His word as He moved upon the face of the waters. Some theologians believe that when satan was cast from heaven for exalting himself above God, that it caused the earth to become without form and void. The word “void” used in Genesis 1:2 means undistinguishable ruin. God is willing to move upon even the worst of situations, and bring beauty out of ashes. We have many examples of wars and hardships in scripture, but these are not without great victories for those who had God on their side, and were doing His will. Scripture gives us many examples of this that can be applied to our lives, but we also see that God’s chosen people fell into captivity for forsaking Him. In many cases it was their own choices that brought them into bondage, and not the hand of the enemy. Even so, God always made a way of escape and brought them a deliverer when they turned back to Him. God will often use the enemy, and adversity to bring us back to the path of life. 

There has to be a desire to see things changed for the better, and this desire must begin with faith to believe that things can be different. As our text shows us, the people had to be willing to rebuild. They also had to be united with the leadership to do the work, and fight the enemy on all fronts to rebuild the city of their fathers. (Our spiritual analogy to this can be our own heritage, i.e. families, children, and individual lives.) We will have to work and fight to see this happen. One account shows us that the people had to work with one hand, and hold a sword in the other (see Nehemiah 4:18). While it had been spoken by the Prophet Jeremiah that a time would come where God’s people would be led out of captivity, it took a fighting spirit to make this happen. It is the will of God for us to live liberated, abundant lives, but unfortunately the will of God is not always being done. Often, we fight for the wrong things or give up when the going gets tough. Lives that took years to bring into ruin cannot be repaired over night. It takes consistency, steadfastness, willingness, faith, and a made up mind to see these things happen.

 In Ezra and Nehemiah’s day, there were enemies of God’s people who came subtly to impede the work. Today it is no different. While the enemy will try to hinder, he cannot stop those who are determined to see the damage repaired, and gate of their city rebuilt. In the days in which our scripture text was written, gates were a means of entering a city. If the walls of the city were broken down, it was easy for the enemy to enter in and destroy those who resided inside. For this cause, the enemy does not want the gates to be rebuilt or any breeches in the walls to be repaired. In our lives, our gates may be our own household, our thought life, our daily habits, and most importantly who or what are we spending our time with. What things or who might the enemy be using to enter your gates and lead you down the wide path to destruction. Every easy path is not always a good path. Many times, what seems to be good and easy is the very way that takes us back down the road to ruin. It is written, wide is the gate that leads to destruction, and narrow is the path that leads to life. We must ask ourselves which path we are on, and which one will we take.

Ezra was a scribe in the Law of Moses; and Nehemiah was the Governor over the people at the time that God had ordained the city and His house to be rebuilt. We see a perfect example from these physical accounts in scripture of how the enemy can work in the spiritual lives of individuals or against God’s people as a whole if allowed. From the time the enemy knew of the Kings intention to rebuild the city, subtle tactics were attempted to distract the people from the work, and the way that God had intended for the work to be carried out. Ezra 4:1-2 says, “Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the children of the captivity builded the temple unto the LORD God of Israel; Then they came to Zerubbabel, and to the chief of the fathers, and said unto them, Let us build with you: for we seek your God, as ye do; and we do sacrifice unto him since the days of Esar-haddon king of Assur, which brought us up hither.” God had a way that He wanted the people to walk in, and a plan for them to rebuild the temple with pure things, not the things of the world or its ways. The enemy wanted to make an allegiance; claiming that they wanted to help with the building, but the true intention was to deter or stop what God was trying to do. The reason the people of the day were in captivity was that they aligned themselves with those who served other God’s, and did not follow the ways of the living God. They served idols that had no eyes to see, hands to work, or mouth to speak. They had all kinds of outlandish and abominable practices. These were the things that caused the destruction and captivity in the first place. 
It is beneficial for us to examine our lives and determine what has caused the destruction, and root out every destructive pattern. It can always be traced back to where we left God’s ways, and aligned ourselves with those who did not live according to what God has ordained for His people. It is the world’s practices and ways that lead to captivity, and the destruction of lives and families. Therefore, it is necessary to seek God’s ways, and leave behind those who would come to us with an easy, comfortable way to rebuild. Even those who claim to be our friends, but do things that will bring us into captivity. We must begin by building an altar of prayer. The Bible says that the first thing the people did was set up an altar because they feared the people of the land (see Ezra 3:3). The people of the land wanted the building to stop because it was a threat to them, and possibly brought conviction to them for the way that they were living. They did not want anything to remind them of their evil ways because they didn’t want to change them. No matter how great the problems or adversity we face, with God’s help, our cities can be rebuilt and our lives made new. It sometimes takes a tearing down of an old, rotted edifice to build something new and beautiful. Let’s start with a strong foundation, and work to build what was lost into something better. BMR
WORDS FROM BEHIND THE WALL
NEED FOR PRAYER
During my incarceration I became a Christian. After my conversion, I feared losing what I gained so I constantly prayer for the Lord to protect me from those who rather try and destroy me. For certain He has shielded me. Many times I came across wicked men, but the lord made ways for me to escape. Even with only a few attempts to corrupt my faith. I give thanks to the Lord for guiding me into not so bad places, while providing many good Christians along the way. And I am able to impress upon them about how He strengthens me daily. We must reply on prayer to defend us against those who try their best to rob us of God’s glory (II Thessalonians 3:1-2).
* * * * * * * * * * * *

RULE NUMBER ONE
Exodus 21:23-25 states that the law of judgment is misunderstood by many of us. Even non-religious people use these verses to justify their hate. Yes, we are in the right to get back what another took, but that obligates us to be punished by the same treatment. When a violation occurs on our part, the truth to live by is given in Matthew 6:15. It tells us that God predestined that the saying an eye for an eye should be turned around as a way to forgive instead of punish others. Work hard at forgiving because our vengefulness will be what eats away at our soul, risking our path into heaven. Before desiring payback, look first into your heart as imperfect as it is, and remember Luke 6:31 since forgiveness is a favor you’ll need in return.           William Moctezuma
* * * * * * * * * * * *

WHAT ABOUT THE WAY I FEEL?

What about the way I feel left alone inside of this cold core. Hoping that my journey is good, safe from evil for no one could stop me because I feel invincible. But why sit back and let pain and despair grow when words can reveal my feelings? When you read this beautiful but painful flow, wishing to be free because this gangster life isn’t made for me---what good is being smart if you only make the same dumb mistakes? When will I notice that change starts in me? Stumbling over each mistake slowing me down---what about the way I feel? There’s a light that doesn’t shine because of my lack of caring, and not even trying. Not knowing that the key to a new life is the key to a new me?    Manuel Malave
* * * * * * * * * * * *

THOUGHTS ON PRAYER (PART 2)

Prayer is an unnatural activity! From birth, most are taught the rules of self-reliance, but others like me weren’t. Growing up I struggled to achieve self-sufficiency as I do now as an adult. I struggle day to day with FAS (Fetal Alcohol Syndrome). Society doesn’t care about somebody with FAS, but God does! I once got angry when I saw advertisements on TV about Autism and drug babies aired all the time, but you never see anything about FAS victims. FAS and Autism are both developmental disabilities. I didn’t choose to have FAS! When I pray to God, I ask Him why is it fair that society punishes me for my problems I can’t control. I’m slower to learn something than the average person. We all are different from the next, one way or the other. Sometimes I feel as if the system has failed me, that society has failed me, and I have hit rock bottom. But there’s one who will never fail me, and that’s God. I stand by my window each morning, and before calling it a night. I pray from my soul; and I can’t explain what I feel after pouring it all out, but I know God understood me. It’s like this comfort and peace I’ve never known before covered me. The most intimate communion with God comes only with prayer! I’ve faced tragedy and trial, heart break and grief, failure and fear, and loneliness and discrimination. My soul is set free even though my body is still incarcerated. You won’t believe the changes that will occur in your life once you are convinced to the core of your being that God is willing, that He is able, and that He has invited you to come before His throne and do business in prayer. God promised: “Do not be anxious, but in everything, by praying and petition with thanksgiving, present your requests unto God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds (Philippians 4:6-7), like He does with mine.                                                      Brandy Holmes
* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Inmates, please submit your inspirational thoughts for Words from Behind the Wall to Beth Marie Rexford, C/O International Christian Fellowship, 9146 Lincoln Ave, Brookfield IL 60513.  Office Phone: 708-387-9009. Thank you. 















