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SOUND THE TRUMPET IN PRAYER

And if you go to war in your land against the enemy that opresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).
Such As I Have
Most readers have heard the story in the book of Acts about the man who begged for alms at the gate of the temple. The name of the gate of this temple was “Beautiful”. The word implies more than just a pretty place. Its literal meaning in the Greek is, “belonging to the right hour or season (timely), i.e. (by implication) flourishing. It is said that it was believed by the people of the day that an angel would come down at a certain time, and those who were in the water at this time would be healed. The Bible tells us that this man was crippled from birth, and would be brought every day to the gate for alms. While it is known that the Gate Beautiful was a place of healing, the Bible does not tell us that he was brought there to be healed. It says he was brought there to beg. But God had a greater purpose. There are so many spiritual implications to this man’s story that apply to our lives, and the lives of those around us. Could it be that our human faith sometimes goes no further than the faith of this man or those who brought him? God wanted this man to have something beyond a beggar’s existence. He wanted to give him something eternal. Something he could share with others through the evidence of the change in his life. 
It was obvious that he thought it was just another day to get a few coins to get by on. Then he would wait for those he depended on to carry him back home, and things would go on as they always had day after day. But God had another plan. As Peter and John came by, thinking they were like everyone else, the man asked them for money. And because it had gone on like that all his life, he expected the same response. But instead, “…Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk” (Acts 3:6). The Bible tells us that Peter took him by the hand, and immediately his ankles bones and feet “received strength”, which literally means to confirm or establish. It was then that he was able to walk into the temple on his own. The Bible says he went in worshipping and praising God. Envision that all his life he laid outside the door, watching others go in and worship God, but he was unable to do so. However, on the day that he was touched by Jesus, he received something much greater than a worldly pittance to get by on. And he became something greater to those around him. He had a testimony to lead others toward God. And if they didn’t want to be lead, which many of that day didn’t; he certainly got their attention, and spread the good news of the gospel to them. 
There are two powerful truths here that apply to all our lives because they are based on two necessities of life. These are giving and receiving. We have to be in a position to receive in order to be in a position to give. While there is the obvious physical necessity that the crippled man had, he was also lacking spiritually. It is possible for those who are not physically crippled to be mentally crippled because things have gone on a certain way all of their lives. We can all fall into this trap when we have watched our parents live out a meager existence; or we have made choices that have put us into a mentality that leads to a cycle of shame and hopelessness. While we will reap what we sow, God’s mercies are new every day. He can and will bring good out of every bad situation if we position ourselves to receive from Him. It can be easy, when things are the same way day after day and year after year, to believe things will never be any different. The danger in this is that when something seems to be of no use, we quit trying. It is a trap that many fall into, and it has to do with our expectations and mindsets on receiving---because as a man thinks in his heart so is he. We may come to think we are not worthy of receiving more than we have. But our Biblical example of the man at Gate Beautiful shows that he received a much greater gift than any alms he could have received. He received a spiritual deliverance from the bondage he had lived in so long. However, we must believe and be looking for that open door so when the hour is right and our season has come we don’t miss the blessings of God. Sometimes the blessing is simply being able to give; and the ability to speak something positive into someone else’s life through word or example. 
It is written that it is more blessed to give than to receive, but if we never get to the place where we can receive, it is impossible to give. How can one give what one doesn’t have? In order to be in place to give anything spiritual or physical, we must position ourselves to receive. Much of this must be done by faith, and willingness to take that step out of our comfort zone. What if the man at Gate Beautiful would have refused to take Peter’s hand, because it required effort on his part to try to get up? He could have refused, and kept looking for the next person to give him alms since that was easier and all he had ever known? His story would have been much different, and he would have remained a beggar. His small step of faith, placed him in a position to receive something better than he had, giving others hope, and proclaiming with God all things are possible. That is what this world needs today. While we always want to help those with physical needs, we never want to forget that we must pass along the spiritual things that God has given us. Even if we lack silver and gold, when the truth of the good news of Jesus Christ is revealed and received by us; we are in a position to say, “such as I have I give to you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ”. BMR
WORDS FROM BEHIND THE WALL
NAME YOUR SAVIOUR
All of my life, until the wonderful night I became a Christian, I asked for miracles and got nothing. All that lonely time my soul suffered under emptiness.  It was this way until I gave up my old life to be with Him. It was then that I realized that my wishes went to lifeless walls and floors because I had not known Him yet. Once I accepted and directed my prayer to Him, He has changed my life. 
* * * * * * * * * * * *

REBUILDING SELF THROUGH FAITH

It took many years, but finally I began to believe. Since then my faith has set me at ease with myself making it a much easier life to live. In my past life I struggled with myself due to lack of hope. I allowed hardship and trials to cut away at a weak soul. Because of this I failed in many areas, such as relationships and responsibilities. Being empty inside, I searched in the worst places for love and companionship, which resulted in thinking I was alone. Once I found the peace I needed within Jesus, my life brightened up making me a better person who cares and can handle difficult times (Romans 5:15).                                 William Moctezuma
* * * * * * * * * * * *

REVIVAL
The most important key to freedom is the will power to live free. Revival of the spirit is such a beautiful gift from our Master of All Creation. Thus within every instance of life our revival for freedom is grounded within every part of our daily bread. Yet our journey of revivalism is amended by a tendency or desire to revive a form of self-expression stamped by our identity as human beings masked by each individual. Revival of each soul is touched by the very accord that composes each entity with natural will power to be free as one pleases. May our supplication bring about peace to all mankind, and let our prayers, intercessions, and good will be of Godliness that will always revive each of us with passion for freedom in this life.                           Michael Marshall
* * * * * * * * * * * *

THOUGHTS ON PRAYER (PART 1)

He shall call on me, and I will answer him (Psalm 91:15).
I once told someone, “Prayer has not always been my strong suit.” Growing up, I knew more about prayer than I ever practiced. I have a racehorse temperament, and the tug of self-sufficiency is very real to me. I didn’t want to get off the fast track long enough to find out what prayer was all about, but the Holy Spirit gave me a leading so direct that I couldn’t ignore it. My instructions were to explore and practice prayer until I finally understood it. I obeyed that leading; I studied almost every passage on prayer in the Bible. And then I did something absolutely radical: I prayed! It has been 7 years since I began taking the time to pray. My prayer life has been transformed. The greatest fulfillment hasn’t been the list of miraculous answer to prayer that I’ve received, although that has been wonderful. The greatest thrill has been the qualitative difference in my relationship with God. When I started to pray I didn’t know what was going to happen. God and I used to be casually related to one another. We didn’t get together and talk very much. Now, however, we get together a lot, not talking on the run, but carrying on substantial conversations every morning for a full hour of time. I feel as if I’ve gotten to know God better since I started praying. Want to know God better? Try praying.                                                 Brandy Holmes
* * * * * * * * * 
MY JESUS (PART 2)
The Bible says that when Jesus returns He will have the armies of heaven following Him on white horses. Out of His mouth will come a sharp sword, with which to strike down the nations and He will rule them with an iron scepter. This does not sound like anyone that you would want to mess with. In fact, if He says jump! The correct response would be how high? This is what John the Baptist says about Him in Matthew 3:11-12. “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is in His hand and He will clean His threshing floor, gathering His wheat into the barn, burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” This is figurative for the separation of the righteous (wheat) from the wicked (chaff), which is going to burn in hell (the unquenchable fire). This is what Jesus says about Himself in Mathew 10:28. “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body, but cannot kill the soul. Rather be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.” Matthew 13:41 says, “The son of man will send His angels, and they will weed out of His kingdom everything that causes sin, and all who do evil. They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. If you are still not a believer that Jesus can be tough, and judge those who do not follow His commandments, check out these verses: Matthew 13:49-50, Matthew 25-41, Matthew 18:7, and Matthew 11:20-24. I am sure we have all heard the way that Jesus single handedly cleared the temple of all merchants and money changers. If you want to check out Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John; all give accounts of this in their gospels.
                                                                  Mark Wright
* * * * * * * * * * * *

Inmates, please submit your inspirational thoughts for Words from Behind the Wall to Beth Marie Rexford, C/O International Christian Fellowship, 9146 Lincoln Ave, Brookfield IL 60513.  Office Phone: 708-387-9009. Thank you. 















