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SOUND THE TRUMPET IN PRAYER

And if you go to war in your land against the enemy that opresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).
Beyond The Voice of Now
We are exhorted by Biblical principles to leave the past behind, and press forward toward the mark of the high calling in Christ Jesus. Surely we must strive towards this end to be able to sit in heavenly places with Him. While different methods are used to get beyond the past, modern psychology concurs with this teaching. We understand these things, but they can be easier said than done. However, there is another dilemma beyond what has happened in the past. What about the result of things that have been done, things that can never be taken back? What about getting beyond the voice of now? There are many voices in the world, and this word, “voice” is used many times in scripture in both the Old and New Testaments with little variation in meaning regardless of the context used. These are a few of the meanings in the Hebrew language (OT) bleating, cry out, fame, noise, hold peace, proclaim, sing, sound, thundering, and in the Greek (NT), a tone (articulate, bestial or artificial); an address (for any purpose), saying or language. From this variation of definitions throughout the Bible, and we understand that the word “voice can imply anything speaking to us by its presence, or any situation that speaks into our thought lives and physical being on a daily basis; whether it be good or bad, loud or soft, of understanding or confusion, joy or pain, including any thing that has happened, or is a result of something we have done constitutes as a voice in our lives. A “voice” can also be the sound of silence when no answers or understanding come. 
In order to put the past behind us, we must come to terms with what is going on now. We have to be able to come to a place where we believe what we see and hear now is not necessarily the end of what God can do for us, even if we have sown some bad seed and reaped a bad harvest. The Bible says, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). In order to press forward, we have to be able to see beyond what is happening now, and place our hope in something greater than our present situation. We see illustrations of the mercy of God through His dealings with the children of Israel. Even though they provoked Him to anger again and again by their unbelief, He was still faithful and would not allow Balaam to curse them, instead He turned the curse into a blessing. Oftentimes in the midst of our mess, it is easy to forget about God’s mercy, but we are greatly in need of it every hour of the day. If not for His mercy we would be consumed, great is His faithfulness. It is the hope of God’s mercy that keeps us going, even in perilous times. 
Moses was a friend of God, but he also had flaws, and made mistakes. He was born with a call on his life. However, at the time of his birth he had a death sentence. He wandered forty years in the wilderness for getting in his flesh and killing a man. In spite of his self-inflicted, seemingly aimless wandering; he was called to be a prophet, and to lead God’s people. This was this was in spite of the fact he had a speech impediment (see Exodus 4:10), and most likely self esteem issues. We can conclude this from what we initially read in the text when God first called him. God’s will for Moses didn’t change because of Moses’ issues. God made a way for him. God supplied Moses with someone (Aaron) to help him accomplish His will. Moses went back to Egypt to accomplish what he was called to do, and get beyond the voice of his then “now”. 
In spite of the things Moses had against him, low self esteem, physical flaws, and being a wanted man in Egypt; Moses believed that there was something greater on the other side of the horizon. If we consider what he was going through on his trip back to Egypt after forty years of wandering, we could conclude that he was probably apprehensive about what he would meet when he got there. The result was the liberation of many people, but it was not without cost or battles along the way. Moses was criticized, and falsely accused by the very people he came to deliver. He even doubted God when the people were required to make bricks without straw, and the good he tried to do was taken for bad. One thing Moses never did was give up. He argued with God, and stood in the gap for people who disrespected him many times, begging God not to kill them.
Moses had a certain thing at work in his life called meekness, which means a total dependence on God for everything; he had this character strength at work regardless of circumstance. He also was a man who could receive instruction, as he did with his father-in-law in appointing other leaders to help him. However, Moses was human, and his humanity caused him to let anger and frustration get the best of him, which prevented him from entering the Promised Land. Scripture bears out that Moses did enter another Promised Land in spite of his missing out on an earthly one, and this is an eternal one. We find no record of Moses’ body being found in Scripture, which could imply that he went to be with God after viewing the Promised Land he brought God’s people to, and accomplishing his earthly mission. There is something greater beyond what we see now.  BMR
WORDS FROM BEHIND THE WALL
WHEN I
‘M AFRAID I TRUST IN GOD
Many times men make me angry to the point where I am afraid of making a mistake. It seems like they attack me from every side. All day long I get misunderstood, and lied to. They push me to the point of wanting my own way, but I constantly remind myself to trust in God, and my fears go away. True faith has no fear of any worldly things because of the power God has over everything.                              
                                                         William Moctezuma

* * * * * * * * * * * *

Evil ways creeping, doing drugs and dealing, hanging and banging, robbing and stealing, the ways of our youth, the games that they play, they haven’t got a clue. And that’s how they’ll stay so it’s all up to us to get their lives straight, to teach them to love, not to fight and to hate. To teach them the value of life as we know. To give them direction, and fill them with hope, for they are our future, need I say more?                                                         Joseph Aragon
* * * * * * * * * * * *
REFLECTION
Reflect in your life those good times and give light to the best of those good times. Reflection of the blessings that gave way to those good times is the reality of our passage here on this earth. Yet, our joy and pain are both in part with the mind, body, and soul with reflections of this life that stimulate our function…so with reflection of everyday reality, and all the struggles we face in dealing with life conveyed by what path we walk on. This earth is full of blessings and strength, along with pure gratitude for all which we have bestowed upon us, including our daily bread. Now, bond your reflections with thanks.        Michael T Marshall
* * * * * * * * * * * *
GOD…!

The woman whispered, “God speak to me.” And a meadow lark sang. The woman yelled, “God speak to me!” And the thunder rolled across the sky, but the woman did not listen. The woman looked around and said, “God let me see you!” And a star shined brightly, but the woman did not notice. And the woman shouted, “God show me a miracle!” And a life was born, but the woman did not know. So the woman cried out in despair, “touch me O God, and let me know you are here!” Where upon God reached down, and touched the woman. But the woman brushed the butterfly away, and walked on. Don’t miss out on a blessing because it’s not packaged the way you expected.               Brandy Holmes
* * * * * * * * * * * *

FORGIVENESS
We need to resist the temptation to keep those who have sinned against us in an emotional penalty box, where they serve hard time for their offenses. Many things may irritate, annoy, or upset us. They may require endurance on our part, but not forgiveness. Forgiveness doesn’t involve ignoring or denying sin, turning a blind eye to the misdeeds of another, or pretending it didn’t happen. Time heals all wounds, but unattended wounds do not automatically heal. We do remember the bad things others have done to us. The central issue is not that we forget, but what we do when we remember. The human mind can sometimes deal with profound pain by hiding it in some deep recess of one’s being. The pain we dare not remember is the most dangerous of all. We stuff it into a black hole of unconsciousness. It lays low for a while and then comes back. It is like a demon wearing an angel face. Bottom line, we have to confront the one who wronged us. The goal of confrontation is not to express our anger or get something off our chest. It should bring about repentance, restoration, and reconciliation. It has become common to emphasize the therapeutic benefit of forgiveness. It’s not about us. Jesus did not forgive us for His sake, but for ours! And we must remember, walking in the steps of His love that forgiveness is not for us; although it certainly benefits us in a lot of ways. Repentance involves more than a feeling of wrong doing or regret, and produces more than an apology. Forgiveness is given, reconciliation is earned. Forgiveness cancels all debt, but does not eliminate all consequences. Who do you want to forgive you?                  David Turner
* * * * * * * * * * * *

R.I.P Primo (Cousin) 9-4-1980---9-8-2010
In honor of the memory of my cousin
Now that you’re gone, I got to face the reality that you are somewhere else, and it’s probably because it was meant to be. This is a hard reality to face; I lost another brother to the game. Two years later and my reality has not changed. Gangs, guns, and bullets, that’s what I lost you to, and I’m in a room seeing your shadow, not knowing what to do. I remember our good times together, and the memories. But that lifestyle’s changed for me, and somewhere along my journey I left you behind. I didn’t realize it because my new life made me blind. I am sorry that I had let the game take over you. We were like brothers, looking over one another’s back. Our relationship never changed because we knew the face behind the mask. So your gone, and I live to see another day, and what comes out of my mouth is R.I.P. Primo. You’re gone, but I promise you, you will never be forgotten. Your name will keep ringing like my tears keep dropping. I will always love you!                Manuel Malave
* * * * * * * * * * * *

STUDIES ON THE LETTERS OF JOHN
According to John, a person is a child of God or he is not; there is no in between ground. In discerning between Christians and non-Christians, for instance, he does not base his conclusion on a single act of sin, but rather on what usually characterizes the person. Even a broken clock tells the correct time twice every 24 hours, but a good clock tells the correct time regularly. We cannot go to Church and Bible study twice a week, then live like hell the rest of the week, and call ourselves Christians. The general day by day behavior of a Christian must be holy and righteous, by this he is known as a child of God. A man who says he has fellowship with God, and walks in darkness does not know God. If a man says he knows God, but does not keep His commandments, he makes it clear he is not telling the truth. There should be no confusion on this point; a man cannot have a spiritual life and go on living in sin.      Mark Wright
* * * * * * * * * * * *
Inmates, please submit your inspirational thoughts for Words from Behind the Wall to Beth Marie Rexford, C/O International Christian Fellowship, 9146 Lincoln Ave, Brookfield IL 60513.  Office Phone: 708-387-9009. Thank you. 















