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SOUND THE TRUMPET IN PRAYER

And if you go to war in your land against the enemy that opresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).
In The Midst Of Adversity
One of the greatest men of war ever written of in the Bible was David, a Shepard boy who was destined to be King of Israel. Initially, there did not appear to be anything extraordinary about him. To any of us, he would have appeared to be a normal kid from a large family. But God knew that he had potential in His Kingdom. David, like many of us, had his share of bad days and failures. In spite of all this, the Bible still calls him a man after God’s heart. In the Psalms David wrote, he poured out his heart to God. David trusted God no matter what was going on. He poured it out not only in thanksgiving, but in distress and despair. David didn’t’ ask to be made king, but he was anointed king because of the condition of his heart. It appears from what we read early on that David had a heart for adversity. Meaning that he did not back down from a fight. He fought a lion and a bear to protect his father’s sheep. Then he fought and killed a giant that defied the armies of Israel. One would have thought that accomplishing these things would have brought him at the very least some appreciation, but that is not what happened. 
Instead, his bravery and faithfulness to the cause he fought for brought him not only criticism from his brothers, but jealousy from King Saul, who then set out to kill him. God must have had the same kind of faith in David that He had in Job because trouble continued to come to David throughout his lifetime. David not only had his own issues to deal with, but the Bible says that people with problems came to David. This happened at a time when he needed someone who was in a position to help him. But God, who sees the heart of men, used adversity to prove David time and time again. These people came to David when he was hiding in a cave after pretending to be crazy so he wouldn’t be recognized and killed by Saul. David’s Father and brothers came to see him,” And every one that was in distress, and every one that was in debt, and every one that was discontented, gathered themselves unto him; and he became a captain over them: and there were with him about four hundred men” (I Samuel 22:2). 

God did not leave David alone in his adversity, but he did not bring the help that we would expect. There were no warriors to protect David, and the Bible doesn’t say anything about David’s family helping him. Instead David ends up running from place to place to avoid Saul, fighting along the way, and putting his faith in God until the day Saul dies. Things did not go easy for him, even when he found his place in God’s Kingdom. And while on the run for his life, David ended up becoming a leader over those who already had more than their share of trouble. It would appear that David was in no position to help these people while he ran for his life, but God must have seen beyond David’s doubt and fear. God still believed in David when he had given up on life; saying I will surely die at the hands of Saul. In the middle of failure, discouragement, and downright hopelessness; David always turned toward God. David still trusted God regardless of what was happening to him. David had faith that with God all things are possible. 

David did not stop seeking God in his adversity. He continued to communicate with God even when things seemed hopeless. Psalm 142 was written while he was in the cave, letting us know that even in his most desperate hour David knew that God heard him, and his cry was continually before the one he knew could bring him out. “I poured out my complaint before him; I shewed before him my trouble” (Psalm 142:2). The most notable thing about David is that he never gave up his will to fight, and he demonstrated his faith in God even when he fell into sin or was facing death. He believed that God would always do what was right by him no matter what was happening. This is what gave him the courage to fight battles, and stand firm in the midst of adversity. There will be times when adversity will come our way, and it is good to know that the God who heard David is still listening, and will answer us in the midst of our adversity. BR
WORDS FROM BEHIND THE WALL
GOD’S LOVE THROUGH MY MOTHER

It was very easy for me to understand God’s love for us because of my mother. Little does she know that I have learned a great deal about unconditional love from her care for me. No matter how bad I mess up, she will always be there to offer the help I need to get back up. She forgives and forgets much like the Lord does His children and thanks to her I truly get God’s love. Happy Mother’s Day!
                                                     William D. Moctezuma

* * * * * * * * * * * *

The life I led---left me dead. Too many years filled with tears---All alone in this zone---No way out---I had my doubts---Lost my soul in this hole---and the pain still remains---But I’ve learned that life is earned for what its worth—on this earth---When we do right in Jesus’ sight---and we pray everyday---We are blessed with the rest of His chosen ones---His spiritual sons---now I’m glad---no longer sad!                                                        Joseph Aragon
STUDIES ON THE LETTERS OF JOHN

According to John, a person is a child of God or he is not, there is no in-between ground. In discerning between Christians and non-Christians, for instance, he does not base his conclusion on a single act of sin, but rather on what usually characterizes the person. Even a broken clock tells the correct time once every 24 hours. But a good clock tells the correct time regularly. We cannot go to church and Bible study twice a week and then live like hell the rest of the time and call ourselves Christians. The general day by day behavior of a Christian must be holy and righteous. By this he is known as a child of God. There is no mincing of words. He sees only two spheres. “In Him and in the wicked one, all men are either saved or lost, and their position depends on their relationship to Jesus Christ. John warned against providing food or shelter for those who taught false doctrine since this would be and investment in the wicked work of false teachers, and would give them public approval. John lays it on the line in his letters. He tells us where the rubber meets the road. It is time for each and every one of us to decide if we are in God’s camp, and if we are we need to get in the game!                                                Mark Wright
* * * * * * * * * * * *
WHY DO YOU LOVE ME?

As my sins and my sorrows collide, Images of my lament rise. Tearing my heart open wide, exposing my secret sighs. My God, my God, why do you love me---wretched soul, lowly and weak? I long to embrace thee, but how can I, unless you speak---Lord on High, ease my frets. Tell me why do you love me? Why did you forgive my debts? Why clothe me with your mercy? Why exalt this tattered soul of mine? Oh Lord, answer these whys! Reveal your glory divine. And give sight to my spiritual eyes. Speak your word into my heart. Let the rush of thunder or the whisper of who thou art rip my doubts asunder. Bring peace to cease my fears. Imbibe me with your Spirit. As you launch truth into my ears, lift me from this pit.           By Antoinette, a Death Row Inmate 
* * * * * * * * * * * *
MY MOTHER MY FRIEND

If anyone ever asked me “who is your favorite one on earth?” I’ll smile and honestly tell them, “The one who gave me birth” For she loves me unconditionally. To her I have nothing to prove. She wipes away my pain and hurt, for my heart she truly knows. Her smiles and laughter brings joy to me, she been my constant, closest friend, and no matter what this life may bring, I’ll love her to the end. 
Brandy Holmes
* * * * * * * * * * * *

ALL WE HAVE TO DO IS BELIEVE Part 2
God is about faith, without trust you can’t believe. He knew us long before our brothers and sisters were even born. He loves us faithfully---that’s because He’s heavenly. Knowing He’s looking down on you---make sure you don’t do all those sinful things Adam and Eve caused us to do. As they did what was wrong being deceived by the evil one. “All we have to do is believe and God will never leave.” It’s all part of his plan---Or we wouldn’t be on this land---Noah did all he could---and survived the big flood. If it wasn’t for his faith---all life would have been a waste. Now we have to do what is right---Between you and me coming together at church---and by doing His works, kneeling down to pray that we’ll love each other today. “All we have to do is believe and God will never leave.” It’s all part of His plan---That’s why we live on this land---by believing in Christ---We will do what’s right. It’s only a matter of time---God will grant me what’s mine. Praise God till the end---and He’ll always be our friend. “All we have to do is believe and God will never leave.” All you have to do is believe and God will never leave.” 
Blare Roland
* * * * * * * * * * * *
FREE FROM WORRY
Father I thank you that I have been delivered from the power of darkness and translated into the kingdom of your dear son. I commit to live free from worry, in the Name of Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus has made me free from sin and death.            Joe Festherson
* * * * * * * * * * * *

A winner says, “Let’s find out”; a loser says, “Nobody knows.” A winner makes commitments; a loser makes promises. A winner says, “I’m good, but not as good as I ought to be”; a loser says, “I’m not as bad as a lot of other people.” A winner credits his “good luck”: for winning---even though it wasn’t his “good luck”; a loser blames his: bad luck” for losing---even though it wasn’t his bad luck. A winner listens; a loser just waits until it’s his turn to talk. A winner respects those who are superior to him and tries to learn from them; a loser resents the superiority of others and tries to find chinks in their armor. A winner does more than his job; a loser says “I only work here.” A winner says, “I fell”; a loser says, “Somebody punished me.”
        Author Unknown---Submitted by Mario Pimentel
* * * * * * * * * * * *

Inmates, please submit your inspirational thoughts for Words from Behind the Wall to Beth Marie Rexford, C/O International Christian Fellowship, 9146 Lincoln Ave, Brookfield IL 60513.  Office Phone: 708-387-9009. Thank you.















