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SOUND THE TRUMPET IN PRAYER

And if you go to war in your land against the enemy that opresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).
Where To Start
Scripture warns us that perilous times will come, and it is obvious that they have. All that was foretold would happen in II Timothy 3:1-7 is coming to pass in our day. These things and a whole lot more, are taking place as I type these words. It is hard to know how to begin to pray for the disturbing, and heinous events that seem so out of our control. The end result of not knowing what to do can be fear and anger. From personal experience I can say, when I am afraid, I typically become angry. While I cannot speak for everyone, nor do I want to try; I can say that a vast amount of people in our nation were at one time children provoked to anger, who in turn became angry adults. One only has to read today’s headlines or listen to the evening news to see the truth of this statement played out in the actions of individuals everywhere. On a broader scope, we have the justified concern for the condition of our government, our economy, social injustice, and many more issues to boggle the mind; leaving one to wonder, how do I negotiate these things in my mind or do I even try? Is there something God’s people can do to make things better?
The answer to this is found in the word of God in what seems to be an overlooked principle. As we pray for the lost to be saved, for God to touch our loved ones, and for there to be peace in our world; I Timothy 2:1-4 says, “I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” In the Greek translation, the words “first of all” mean chiefly, at the beginning, in time or place, and in order of importance. While this seems an obvious statement, if we are honest, we have to admit that most often our requests unto God do not begin with prayers for all men or giving thanks for those in authority. 
In fact, it has become easy to fall into criticizing authority because those in a position of authority are not always Godly or righteous. Those of us, who believe in the word of God, have a heart to do what is right, and follow the scriptures cannot overlook this very important key to revival, and the healing of our land. The word of God tells us that if we want to live in peace, want all men to be saved, and want truth to be revealed to all; we must pray for those who are in authority, and be thankful for them. This can be a hard thing to do when their unjust decisions negatively affect our lives. It may be hard for those who have been abused by authority figures in their lives to obey this command from scripture, but it is needful because there is a lot at stake. Men’s souls are depending on the decisions and actions of God’s people. We fight spiritual wickedness in high places when we make intercession for those in authority over us. God will stand on His word, which says if we pray according to His will, He will hear and answer (see I John 5:14). If we will pray for those in authority, He will move on our behalf, and lives will be changed. God has given us this authority over the enemy to sound an alarm against him. Proverbs 21:1 says, the king’s heart is in God’s hands, and like the rivers of water; He turns the hearts of kings the way that He wants. God is waiting on faithful, believing, and praying people everywhere to begin to intercede for those who are over us so we can be the Godly nation that God intended us to be. Could it be that we have neglected a very important principle? 
If so, it is not too late to turn the tide. If men everywhere will lift up holy hands without wrath and doubting, believing in the power of prayer, with a unified voice of intercession; God will hear and answer. And, if we would pray against lawlessness, and the assault of the enemy on our leaders; we would begin to see the promises of God unfold before us. We must put away the slandering and criticism. Instead of cursing, we must pray blessing on every situation to see change for the good. Let us not be like those described in II Peter 2:11, and Jude 9, who despise government, and are not afraid to bring a railing accusation against those placed over them. Scripture tells us that the angels, who are greater in power and might than men, would not do these things. The Arch Angel Michael, when contending with the devil, simply said “The Lord rebuke you.” Men and women in positions of authority were placed there by God; and He has the power to set kings up, and take them down. They are nothing more, and nothing less than pawns on God’s chessboard to bring about a desired end. It is the responsibility of every believer to intercede for our leaders, no matter who they are, to bring about the will of God in the earth. Let us do so with thanksgiving, and be careful not to go where angel’s feet won’t tread. BMR  
WORDS FROM BEHIND THE WALL
AS STRONG AS DEWAYNE 
I met Dewayne while we were both incarcerated. He was at the end of his bit, while I was in the middle of mine. Since we were both Christians, we hung out, and we worked out together. Working out with Dewayne wasn’t easy because he worked out hard. I even got close to vomiting in the weight room a few times, but II Timothy 1:7 reminds me of his real strength, which was his faith. Dewayne always told me he imparted no fear, showing me how God’s Spirit gave him confidence, causing me to exercise mine. Whenever I was pulling away, he set me in place. Anytime I was about to blow up, he told me to leave it alone. Even when he came to me about advice for his own life, I gained a lesson from our conversation. I know Dewayne was one of many people put in my life to hold me up. He did this by giving my spirituality a much needed spot as I went under the weight of understanding what exercising self-control means to my Christian walk.                                    William Moctezuma
* * * * * * * * * * * *

LIL BRO
Say Lil Bro, I bet you didn’t know that I used to be you, it’s sad but true. I did all the things that brought me the bling, brought me the fame, all up in this game, but now Lil Bro, I’m stuck in this hole, never to see another day free. Thought I was hard, held high regard for my rag and my crew, just like you do. Listen Lil Bro, I want you to know, this life’s not about it, the prisons are crowded with convicts like me who wanted to be up in the mix putting down licks.  I wish Lil Bro that you would just go in a different direction, make a selection that’s better than mine, make your life shine. Please Lil Bro.                                 Joseph Aragon
* * * * * * * * * * * *

CRIES OF MILLIONS OF LITTLE KIDS!
Dear Shooters and the powers that be. Listen to the screams and cries of kids just like me. Kids and teens are dying at an alarming rate. I’m not talking about around the world, Chicago is the place. Shooters wherever you are, we are asking for a minute. Allow us kids to plead our case, and then you can finish. We understand you’re from the street, and live by a certain code. Still everybody’s got a heart, even if they don’t have a soul. You and your friends can have the streets, and do what you want to do, all we ask is that you let us live; All we want is to go to school and play at the parks. How the world can’t hear us screaming at the top of our lungs, begging for somebody to step up, and take away Chicago’s guns. For those who don’t hear our cries, maybe you’re not listening. Turn on the Chicago news, believe me you can’t miss it. We’re calling out to anyone, the police, the president, and gang leaders. Somebody’s got to make a stand for us kids who want to be here. Who out there cares enough to want to step in? If I don’t get killed, it will be one of my friends. If you are out of town and you’re scared, think how we feel. Scared to go to school, scared of being killed. Mr. Shooter, I am asking you again to please let us live. These are the words and cries of millions of little kids.

                                                                  Manuel Malave 
* * * * * * * * * * * *
A SERVANT’S HEART (Mark 10:43)
God measures greatness in terms of service, not status: by how many people you serve, not by how many people serve you. This is so contrary to the world’s definition of greatness. Jesus disciples argued about who deserved the top spot on the team. Not much has changed. Everyone wants to lead, but nobody wants to serve. Even Christians want to be “servant-leaders”, not just plain servants. To be like Jesus is to be a servant, that is what He called Himself. Knowing your gift is important: having the heart of a servant is even more important. Why? Because without a servant’s heart, you will be tempted to: (a) misuse your gift for personal gain. (b) Use it as an excuse to exempt yourself from areas you consider “beneath you”. God tests our hearts by asking us to serve in ways we are not specially equipped for. For example, if you see a man fall in a ditch, God expects you to help him out. Not say, “I don’t have the gift of mercy or service (see Romans 12:5-8). While you may not be gifted for a particular task, you’re called to do it if no one else is around. Staying focused is important, but you should never have goals so lofty that they blind you to the needs of those around you. Your gift may reveal your ministry, but your servant’s heart reveals your maturity. Simply stated, the only way to serve God, really serve Him, is by serving those He loves!                                        Brandy Holmes
* * * * * * * * * * * *

MERCY

When will this mission be complete? My personal mission to defeat the streets, I wonder is it by design or by mistake, how I keep fighting this battle, but meeting the same fate. Prison bars, my soul is scarred, from the wear and tear of coming up hard. So peep this, got to put out the weed, and take heed. Cause the devil is at me and he’s filled with greed. I’m not taking any shorts because I lost at court. Now you resort to a life of tears, chow lines, count times, and wasted years. Looking for something to fill the void; reliving your life through your old Polaroid’s. So forget this if you want to, and get on your knees and pray for forgiveness, and maybe you’ll find mercy and won’t have to relive this. 
                                                                      Robert Rapp 
* * * * * * * * * * * *

MY JESUS (PART 1)
I have noticed that a lot of people think of Jesus as some long haired hippie type guy who wears a white robe and sandals, walking around quietly preaching peace and love to everyone. I think this side of Jesus is promoted by a lot of large churches, and television and radio ministries that need your contributions to keep going. They have found it a lot easier to get people to open their billfolds when you give them something they want to hear, instead of a message that scares the hell out of them. I remember when I was young, and sometimes the pastor would preach a real hard hitting sermon, my parents and grandparents would talk about how the pastor was really preaching “fire and brimstone” today! I have not heard anyone preach like that in a long time, especially when it comes to Jesus. If you search the scriptures, there is another side of Jesus that almost nobody ever talks about. I see Jesus as a “man’s man”. My Jesus is the Jesus of Revelation 19:11-16. He rides on a white horse, His eyes are like blazing fire, and on His head are many crowns. On His robe, and on His thigh is written “King of Kings and Lord of Lords”.       Mark Wright
* * * * * * * * * * * *

Inmates, please submit your inspirational thoughts for Words from Behind the Wall to Beth Marie Rexford, C/O International Christian Fellowship, 9146 Lincoln Ave, Brookfield IL 60513.  Office Phone: 708-387-9009. Thank you. 















