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SOUND THE TRUMPET IN PRAYER

And if you go to war in your land against the enemy that opresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).
Be Thou Clean?
Leprosy is a physical ailment that is not prevalent in civilized society. However, its spiritual counterpart---sin is very prevalent in every walk of life. It affects rich, poor, educated, and uneducated. No one is immune to its consequences. No one can escape the destruction, the decay, and eventually the death that sin brings into the lives of those who do not turn away from it. In Jesus’ day, anyone with leprosy was alienated. It was believed that they did something to deserve the sickness they suffered from. They were looked upon by society as outcasts. They were even required to cry “unclean, unclean”. They lived in constant shame and fear of death. They typically only lived an average of 10-20 years after the onset of leprosy. It is accurate to say we see an analogy between those who have allowed sin to detrimentally affect their lives and the leper. 
Before Jesus came on the scene, there was no hope for the leper or the sinner. We see hope begin to dawn as the light of the world walked among the people and healed them, showing compassion that the religious leaders of the day did not comprehend. In fact, their lack of mercy seemed to be one of the greatest faults Jesus found with them. He told them that they should have been more concerned about showing mercy than all other religious traditions they practiced, including their offerings. We see a similar problem in our world today, not only among “some” who claim to be “religious”, but with society in general. Such hatred prevails. While driving down the street, people can be seen screaming obscenities at one another. They are in such a hurry to get “somewhere”, that they cannot even consider the feelings or welfare of their neighbor, who they are commanded to love as themselves. 

In Luke 5:12, there was a leper who came to Jesus with the knowledge that He could heal him, and he stated such to Jesus. Jesus’ reply was, as he put forth his hand to touch him, “I will: be thou clean. And immediately the leprosy departed from him. And he charged him to tell no man: but go, and shew thyself to the priest, and offer for thy cleansing, according as Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them” (Luke 5:13-14). Jesus touched the leper, and He made him whole, but He also told him to be clean or purified; implying that there should be action on the leper’s part. The leper did not have the power to become clean on his own, but after his cleansing certain things were required of him. Jesus said to go and offer the required offering. A sacrifice provided by the priest of two doves; one living bird, and one dead along with cleansing herbs. The living bird was to represent life. The dead bird was to represent the past; along with seven sprinklings of blood from the dead to represent the renewing of a covenant (see Leviticus 14:4-7). Jesus required these things as a testimony for them (the religious leaders). It was another of many demonstrations of God’s power, and also His mercy towards men. Mercy was something He found lacking among them, and this was what Jesus wanted them to understand. He was trying to introduce something new into their religion, and remove their traditions. You cannot put new wine into old wineskins or they both will be destroyed. But new wine is hard to drink sometimes. Most people prefer old wine (Luke 5:38-39). This may be because they have become too comfortable with the old way. 
When we enter into a new covenant with God, we begin a journey towards becoming a new creature. We must understand the old ways cannot reside in a new clean vessel without destroying it. The two cannot be combined. We cannot enter a new covenant with God, and bring with past hurt or bitterness. Reading throughout scripture, we understand that many sins are common to man. But there is one sin that will not allow us to move forward or remain clean. It is the most difficult of all to stay purified from. That is the sin of unforgiveness. Let’s just call it bitterness. Bitterness, like leprosy, will destroy the vessel it resides in. Leprosy will in the end cause decay to the bone. Bittterness will do the same. It will poison the heart, the mind, and the soul. It will multiply itself, and eventually destroy the lives of those who allow its poison access to their heart, mind, and life. When Jesus was questioned about the greatest commandment, He spoke of again of mercy.
With out forgiveness and mercy, we cannot be clean. If we will not show mercy to our neighbor, we cannot show love to God. We are told that if we say we love God, who we can’t see, while hating our brother; we abide in death much like the leper (see I John 3:14-15). So to claim we love God, but will not lift a finger to help or take the time to offer a kind word to those in need, we are found to be lacking. If we are too busy to care or too wrapped up in our own problems, we have already failed at the first part of the greatest commandment. Doesn’t Jesus say in Matthew 25:40, as you have done it to the least of these, you have done it to me? A lawyer came to test Jesus, questioning Him about the greatest commandment. Jesus directed him back to the law, he knew so well. The lawyer quoted what was written, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself” (Luke 10:27). Jesus answered yes, do this and you shall live. The lawyer in an attempt to justify himself took it one step further by asking, who is my neighbor? Jesus then told those present the story of the Good Samaritan, who took the time to help a victim of a robbery, while the priest and the Levite would not. Then He asked, which one was a neighbor to he who fell among the thieves. The only correct answer was the one given; the one that showed mercy. We cannot show mercy without a heart that desires to forgive others as Jesus has forgiven us. To be clean, we must move forward in His words…”Go, and do thou likewise”. BMR
WORDS FROM BEHIND THE WALL
DESTROYED BY PRIDE
While gaining Victory we must learn to exercise humility. Too much pride distracts us from what is important and true. Being that, God blesses us; and we are in great need of Him. Believing we are too good only allows room for a humbling fall. Being a part of those who continue to show off leads to being alone with the one you worship. Yourself! Being a good sport leaves room in your heart for the Spirit to fill you and you will enjoy eternity in His presence (Proverbs 16:18-19).                           William Moctezuma
* * * * * * * * * * * *

GET A GRIP
I have learned that we need God, not just to be saved or be in order of goodliness. We need God to better our own lives in every way. Even when we are at our best high places, life is fit into His order of plan. No matter which way we turn or turn out to be; it starts with God, and it ends with God. Colossians tells us all things with God. So the more we run, put off, put aside, prolong and wait, the harder it will be, and the rougher it will go, the deeper it will become for us all to understand, and have a relationship with God in our life. So get a grip.                                   Patrick Douglas
* * * * * * * * * * * *
IN LOVING MEMORY OF RICARDO RIVERA 
I know nothing I can say can ease your pain, and even though I can love you infinitely, it’s just not the same. I want you to know that I am hurting with you, and whatever you need or want, I will try my best to do. I need you to know you are not alone. And no matter what, you will always have a place in my Corazon’. Life just isn’t fair, and I wish justice would find its way. But God never forgets, and will give them what they deserve one day. Please do your best to stay strong during such a hard time, and understand that two wrongs don’t make a right. When it seems it’s too quiet to talk, write me. I’ll be happy to hear from you. When it seems that it’s too cold, reach out for a hug, and I’ll be waiting. When it seems like things and life can’t ever, and won’t ever be the same as it was; I want you to think of all the love, hugs, laughs, tears, thoughts, smiles, and memories you guys shared. Cause they would want you to be happy and smile on everything you guys went through as twin brothers. All of that combined into one person, who not only inspired you, but inspired many others. All of that combined into one person, who not only loved you, but loved others, and made them love. All of that combined into one person, who not only made you believe in change for the better, but made others believe in change for the better too, an unforgettable brother that will stay in our memory.

In loving memory of Ricardo “Negro” Rivera 9-4-80-9-8-11
I BECAME ONE IN A FEW
I’m known for my beautiful poetry, artistic skills, and lovely spiritual articles each month. People know of me, but little about me as a person. I am very passionate about children and animals. Once people get to know me, my personality, the advice I give, and the woman I am; and not what people read elsewhere about me---this former knowledge speaks high volumes. As I said in the newsletter issue of July 2011, in the article: “Thoughts on Prayer (Part 2), I am a person with FAS. I want to reach out to others to understand what it’s like to have a strong faith in God, and know I’m blessed. Most people that have FAS don’t have a God fearing attitude. Life may seem hard to one that’s challenged, but it’s not the end of the world. I’ve learned the hard way when I was free. I was foolish, and I spent my life trying to please others; rather than living for myself and for God, like I do now. I suffer from FAS, but I don’t allow it to control me. I know most people are like---what is she talking about? Well, I said the same thing when I first heard about it, but I’m a curious by nature so I asked about it, studied it, and won’t allow it to get the best of me. FAS is caused by maternal consumption of alcohol during pregnancy, which has been confirmed in my case. Alcohol is a teratogen that inhibits and disrupts development of the fetus by causing structural and functional damage to the developing organs, including the brain and central nervous system, where the most serious and pervasive damage occurs. Brain imaging research has found that prenatal alcohol exposure seems to target the corpus-collossum in particular, and is associated with a pattern of executive function deficits in people like me diagnosed with FAS (Fetal Alcohol Syndrome). Fetal Alcohol Syndrome and its effects on us as individuals are often misunderstood. In many cases, as in mine, it can cause life-long consequences that result in inappropriate responses and intervention. For those who are interested in understanding FAS, more information is available. You can receive the newsletter from FAS Family Resource Institute. Write to either Vicky or Ann @fetalalcoholsyndrome.org.7. This condition is closely related to mental retardation. A person with FAS doesn’t have to have that, “I don’t care” attitude. I examine my life experiences and extract the lessons I’ve learned. I review my life, and I think about how it has molded me. Listen: “Remember today what you have learned about the Lord through your experience with Him” (Deuteronomy 11:2). Forgotten experiences are worthless; that’s a good reason to keep a spiritual journal. Paul wrote: “were all your experiences wasted?” I hope not (Galatians 3:4). We rarely see God’s purpose in pain or failure while it’s happening. Only with hindsight do we understand how God intended the problem to mold us for good. Since God knows what’s best for us, we should gratefully accept the way He has fashioned us. You were designed for a purpose so you shouldn’t resent or reject it. Instead celebrate who you are, and enjoy every day of your life.                Brandy Holmes
* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Inmates, please submit your inspirational thoughts for Words from Behind the Wall to Beth Marie Rexford, C/O International Christian Fellowship, 9146 Lincoln Ave, Brookfield IL 60513.  Office Phone: 708-387-9009. Thank you. 















