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SOUND THE TRUMPET IN PRAYER

And if you go to war in your land against the enemy that opresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).
The Sins of the Fathers
Within all mankind is an innate desire to worship or adore something. God created us this way with the hope that we would desire to make Him our focus and object of adoration above all else. His intent is for us to have abundant life, walking in liberty, free from bondage, embracing God, and His principles. We all have individual likes or dislikes. This is part of genetic makeup, learned behavior, and culture. While this is part of our humanity, a problem arises when our love for things takes precedence over God, who we were created for (see Colossians 1:16). Many people go through life doing as they please; thinking that the things they do, and decisions they make only affect themselves. This is not true. Scripture gives us examples of how children and whole families suffered for the actions of men who disobeyed God. There are too many instances to mention in this short column, but one that comes to mind is Achan; whose whole family was destroyed because of his coveting and idolatry (see Joshua 7:24-25). The decisions we make, and seeds we sow do affect others, especially our children. In scripture, only men were given the ability to bless children. This is not to say that children who do not have a father are cursed, but this was not God’s original plan when He instituted the family. Thankfully God makes ways for our errors, and for the fact that we live in an imperfect world. This is why we are able to cry Abba Father, and receive from Him the Spirit of Adoption. 
The fact remains that parents have a great influence on their children. Things said and done, which the children observe, will mold and form their mindsets; i.e., the things that they believe, the way they think, the decisions they make, and finally the actions they carry out. God did not intend for His people to serve other “god’s” in any form. Exodus 20:5-6 says, “I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.” As was previously said, it must be taken into consideration the effects of not only what we say, but what we do on our children. God warned His people not to make graven images, not to bow down to them. It is so easy to begin worshiping other things. The ways we can do this are countless. Worrying is can be a form of idolatry. Anything we exalt above God can become an idol, even our problems. Another form of idolatry is drug use, as well as alcoholism; both can lead to many other forms of sin that are destructive to our lives. 
Sin (iniquity) is destructive, and leaves a mark on the lives of those who embrace it. This cannot be denied. God has warned that those who have hatred or enmity toward Him (His Word) will see sin visited on their children. This happens through a mindset, way of thinking, and belief system(s). In Hebrew, the word “visiting” implies to bestow on or be appointed to. Thankfully, this can be stopped by someone who will turn towards God, loving His ways, and implementing change for the good. This battle will go on as long as man lives on the earth; he will have to fight his sin nature. This has been happening since the fall of man. Man’s mind became corrupted by knowledge of seemingly more evil than good when mankind fell in the Garden of Eden. It should be noted that even though things that are good may not be harmful, they are not always expedient. Also, they may be a stumbling block to those who are not mature enough to handle these things that seem “good” or not so bad to us. We all have a carnal mind to battle with. Romans 8:7 says, “the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.” The word “enmity” in Romans 8:7 and the word “hate” in Exodus 20:6 have very similar meanings. The word “enmity” means hostility, opposition, hatred. The word “hate” means to hate personally, enemy or foe. 
When Jesus revealed Himself to mankind as God manifested in the flesh, He promised we would have power, do the things He did, and even greater things. He also promised to be with us forever through the manifestation of His Spirit, and the outpouring of the Holy Ghost. He also said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15). When we walk in opposition to the laws of God, making our own rules as we go along, not only do we pay for the consequences of our actions, but we leave our children open to the oppression of sin, and the destruction it brings. While God is merciful, it is better to love God’s ways. It is profitable to us, and our children for the goodness of God to bring us to repentance, not His judgment. Jesus also said of Himself, whoever falls on this rock will be broken, but who it falls upon will be ground to powder. In the evil day we live in where women are smothering their newborn babies, kids are shooting kids, and there seems to be no regard for one’s neighbor---let alone human life. Let’s choose to be broken by falling upon the unchanging Word of God. BMR
WORDS FROM BEHIND THE WALL
TRUST IN GOD’S PROTECTION
We should place more of our trust with the protection God offers us. He places many different forms of it all around us to keep us safe. By us remaining in the Body, and doing what He asks; we keep ourselves shielded from the many evils seeking to invade our spirituality. Turn to the One offering everlasting protection (Psalms 125:1-12).
REST FOR OUR SOULS
When the burden of my own mistakes weighed me down to the point I trembled, God opened His doors to me as I lay broken. When I came to Him; He gave me the rest I needed, not only to get up, but to keep walking. Non-believers turn towards other means that may get them up for a short time, but doesn’t allow them to heal. Then they fall back down. The Lord’s way takes those burdens away, and does not mask them (Matthew 11:25-30).
                                                          William Moctezuma
* * * * * * * * * * * *

DON’T GIVE UP

I know you’ve heard that before, but I’ve done some intense studying in the Bible because I intensely don’t want to be here. Now these might not be some popular scriptures, but these are for those who believe that, “All things are possible with God.” What does God say about His children in prison? You may think of Joseph, falsely imprisoned for years, or John the Baptist getting be-headed in prison, or the Apostle Paul, and many of Jesus’ disciples being persecuted in prison, but I’m going to start with why Jesus came to the earth. Read Isaiah 61:1. Now, I am not going to add my opinion, but people may seem to be drawn first to the bad references about prison. I’m challenging you to look at God’s word, period. Here are just a few scriptures about God’s grace: Psalms 34:19-22, 37:40, 41:1-2, 68:6, 69:33, 79:11, 97:10, 103:10-12, 146:7; Proverbs 17:26, 18:5; Zechariah 9:11-12, and Romans 8:33-34. Now while we are here, God does show us areas that we need to improve in. So let God work on getting you out, and you work on changing---thank you Jesus.                                              Maurice Hall JR
* * * * * * * * * * * *
WHAT I FEEL LIKE
I would like to take you on a short journey into my world with hope you might better understand me and my plight. When an inmate goes to prison, being told he can never go home, you can’t even begin to imagine how that feels. The system doesn’t want to kill the inmate; it wants to wait for him to die. Now he is in a fight for his life. The inmate often loses much more than just his freedom. In the beginning the family pledges to be there for the inmate, they show up for his trial, they promise to visit, write letters, and help him in anyway they can. As the days, weeks, months, and years pile up on the inmate; the people in his life all seem to fade away. All promises often prove hollow. The inmate is left with no outside support. His distant relatives tend to drift away from day one. Then it’s the inmate’s girlfriend. In the beginning she was there faithfully to visit with kind words of how much she loved him, and she would never leave him or turn her back on him. But in time everything is reveled, the inevitable happens. She finds another man to start a family with. The inmate expects his kids, brothers, sisters, nieces, nephews, and certainly his parents to stick to by his side forever because blood is his lifeline; as the years go by the letters and visits stop from the inmate’s family. They no longer have any interest in seeing their Uncle, Dad, or Brother. It soon becomes apparent they want nothing to do with him. The shredding of relationships with those the inmate loves, and sees depart from him while in prison can destroy him if he’s not strong. It’s only through the Good Lord that the inmate makes it from day to day. Every day God is good. This is not fiction, it’s all true. I can honestly tell you from my experience because I am that inmate too.
                                                                     David Turner

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

WHO IS THIS BRANDY HOLMES PERSON?
I am a young woman who is incarcerated on Louisiana’s Death Row. I had a hard life growing up. I felt I was deprived of my childhood and youth, neglected and unwanted. My father was abusive and controlling, and my mother was an alcoholic; neither ever had time for me. I don’t show my emotions very well. While growing up, I had social communication problems with kids my own age. The system determined I was in need of special help. By age six I was classified learning disabled and speech impaired. I had difficulties especially in reading, math, and communication. I repeated the first and third grades and was placed in special education through the fifth grade. When I was 10 years old, everything fell apart for me. I was locked up in mental hospitals, group homes, half-way houses, and other places for out of control juveniles. When I turned 13 years old, the juvenile system was fed up with me, and sentenced me to juvenile life until my twenty-first birthday. In 1997, due to repeated fights and uncontrollable behavior, I along with three other juveniles was sentenced to three months at L.C.I.W., which is an adult prison. This was intended to put fear in our hearts to let us know where we would end up if we didn’t get ourselves on the right path. Well, it didn’t scare me nor did it work. Instead, upon being shipped back to juvenile, I plotted to go back to finish out my time at L.C.I.W., not really understanding that I was hurting myself more than helping myself. In 1998, I got re-booked on new charges, and shipped back to L.C.I.W. to start my time as an adult. I spent almost three years on lockdown. I was released in August of 2002, but my freedom didn’t last long! I had hooked up with a man I thought I loved, and would do anything for. He was physically abusive, as well as controlling and jealous hearted. I would always fight him back, even tried to leave once. Yes, that beat down, and threat on my life, and the life of my loved ones kept me with him. I was afraid of him, and easily influenced and persuaded to do as he asked. All my decisions had to be approved by him. And ladies, I will say this. You can never understand something you haven’t lived. I was a fool in fear and love, so I thought. I lost my freedom for good January 6, 2003. On February 2006, I was found guilty of something I didn’t do, and sentenced to death. The question is, what kind of person am I now? I am talented, very open minded, outgoing, and easy to get along with. I am a caring person who hates to see others suffer, mainly children. This is the young woman I have become.  Received (July of 2009)

                                                                  Brandy Holmes
* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Inmates, please submit your inspirational thoughts for Words from Behind the Wall to Beth Marie Rexford, C/O International Christian Fellowship, 9146 Lincoln Ave, Brookfield IL 60513.  Office Phone: 708-387-9009. Thank you. 















