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SOUND THE TRUMPET IN PRAYER

And if you go to war in your land against the enemy that opresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies (Numbers 10:9).
A Question of Authority
Life is full of rules that are put in place to maintain order. This is true regardless of the environment or society we exist in. When God created man, He gave him freedom of choice. This is why Adam and Eve were free to make the choice they made, which unfortunately, was a wrong one. When they chose to go beyond the rules that were set in place to protect them, they put themselves under an authority system other than God’s. This destroyed the peace that existed, and brought fear and shame into their environment. This was a direct result of Adam not exercising the authority God had given him. Instead he stood by, allowing the serpent to talk to Eve, who he was to protect in God’s divine order. God had given Adam dominion over all that was in the Garden, but Adam did not throw the serpent out when he came to tempt Eve, even though he had the authority to do so. Instead, he made the choice to eat with Eve instead of stopping her. We then see judgment handed down, and both Adam in Eve reacting fearfully. Not only did they hide themselves in shame, but instead of taking responsibility for their actions, Eve blamed the serpent. Adam blamed not only Eve, but God as well in saying, “The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat” (Genesis 3:12).

Adam failed to realize that is was his poor choice that caused a huge problem for all mankind, and allowed another kingdom to be formed in the earth, which was not a righteous kingdom. This kingdom allowed for sorrow, cruelty, suffering, sickness, and death. This was not the will of God. This was and is not a part of God’s never ending Kingdom. From this time on much wickedness reigned in the earth; we can follow Biblical history to read of how God had Noah build an ark in the attempt to start new. However, it seemed that man’s heart was continually bent on wickedness. Thankfully, we do see records of righteous men who followed after God, and sought to live under God’s authority. They did not follow the wicked order of this world. We are exhorted by the word of God not to seek after worldly ways or to be conformed to this world, but to be transformed by the renewing of our minds. Colossians 2:8 says to, “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.”
The apostle Paul warns against following teachings and traditions of this world, instead of the teachings of Christ. The word “rudiment” means element or principle. When we follow the teaching of this world, which are often not the teachings or principles set in place by God, we place ourselves under this world’s authority. This makes us subject to the authorities of this world, who the Bible tells us we need not fear if we do right. When we follow God’s principles, and make good decisions about what we will do, and who we will associate ourselves with; we put ourselves under God’s authority. God made this possible when He chose to manifest Himself in flesh to reverse the bad decision Adam made. We know this is true according to I Corinthians 15:22, which tells us by one man came death, but by another life. The company we choose to keep is entirely up to us. 
Eve did not place herself in good company when she chose to communicate with the serpent. It really does matter who we chose to associate with. Sometimes, connections must be broken with those who choose to live worldly and think as the world thinks. There is always the temptation to seek after something that seems better than what we have. And if we find ourselves in a bad place, we may have to make the choice to remove ourselves from the thing that has been a destructive force in our lives. God has made this possible for us, and given us this promise in Isaiah 9:6-7, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end…”
Here we have the promise of restoration under a new ruler. One with an Everlasting Kingdom---peace will once again reign as it did in God’s original plan. There will indeed one day be a restoration of all things. Where will we place ourselves? What is important to us? Who will be our ruler? The serpent promised Adam and Eve that their eyes would be opened, and that they would be as gods, knowing all things. The tree they ate from was the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. However, he didn’t tell them one very important thing; he left off saying that they would reap what they sowed. God warned them in the day they ate thereof they would surely die. We are all subject to death based on the choices we make. Whatsoever thing we are a servant to, that thing is our master. This is something we must consider on a dally basis, and should have an impact on the decisions we make. BMR
WORDS FROM BEHIND THE WALL
THROUGH IT ALL
The Lord molds us to handle the many troubles we are to face. A lot of bad things happened to me, and to those around me. Only the ones who draw their strength through faith carry on. In order for a black smith to work a piece of iron; he must make it cherry red, and strike it many hard times with a hammer. I grew angry, and got hit many times by life, but God meant it for shaping me into a useful tool. Many people may not understand my acceptance of the pain, and living in happiness, but I believe “The hand of God has struck me (Job 19:21)!” He makes us strong so we may strengthen others “as iron sharpens iron” (Proverbs 27:17). After becoming a Christian, I accepted the fact that to make the hardest, sharpest, most durable tool; I first had to be melted as raw material into my weakest state, and most shapeable form, then with expert technique be worked solid. 
                                                          William Moctezuma
* * * * * * * * * * * *

As I occupy a fraction of this 60 square foot confinement, surrounded by cinder blocks, which form these walls around me, I find myself in an unfamiliar state of mind. Normally when the night falls, it chases away the light, and the blocks that form these walls to come alive, and tend to keep me awake with their acknowledgement of my life. These are no ordinary blocks, for they speak to me of secrets only I know---magnifying dark truths about my past…bringing upon me feelings of pain, suffering, and guilt, which lead to emotional anger and despair. These blocks keep me confined with their relentless lies---building these dividing walls of hostility, but this evening is unlike any other. Pastor Tony came to preach to us today, and his zeal for God has impacted my decision to attain the high he’s got for the Lord. I faithfully and wholeheartedly surrendered, and asked God to arrest me, and set me free from these blocks that have had me bound all my life. Tonight I find myself in an unfamiliar state of mind, for the light of Christ has chased away the darkness, taking captive these blocks, and setting me free by destroying these walls, which have formed this barrier for so long. Tonight I lay awake due to the sound the trumpets have made over the victory of my mind.       Tommy Flores
* * * * * * * * * * * *

HELP PLEASE!
Help! Can anybody hear me? I’m lost and alone in this cold hole they call a cell. Help! I’m the only man sentenced to life as an innocent man. Help! I know you brothers inside these walls know the law more than us, so can I get some assistance? Help! I’ve been locked up since I was 32 years old---turning 45 next month on September 14. Oh, I’m getting so old---Help! I’m only a number now; I no longer have a name to these people. Help! I’m helpless and I don’t want to die here. So will you please, please help me someone out there!                                  Manuel Malave
* * * * * * * * * * * *  

THOUGHTS ON PRAYER (PART 4)
We love to be generous with our children. That’s why Jesus said, “If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in Heaven give good gifts to those who ask Him” (Mathew 7:11). But many of us have a hard time accepting the gifts our Heavenly Father gives us. Particularly material things---“I distinctly remember feeling that God must have had His wires crossed. Why would He do that for me? In fact, I felt guilty, as if I had acquired something God didn’t really want me to have.” Sound familiar? Think how brutal the following words would be if they represented your attitude as a parent: (a) I’m too busy, I don’t want to hear about your lost bike or your school problem. (b) Don’t’ bother me with your personal requests. I’ll take care of everyone else but you. If you love me, you will survive on bread and water. (c) Sure, I’m not rich, but why should I give you anything---back off! Good parents don’t talk that way because they don’t’ feel that way about their children; they want only the best for them. So take a good parent’s feelings for his or her child, multiply it exponentially, and you’ll have a slight idea of how our Heavenly Father feels about us. Nobodies’ voice sounds sweeter to Him than yours. Nothing in the world would keep Him from directing His full attention to our requests. Come to Him today in prayer.      Brandy Holmes
* * * * * * * * * * * *

WRONGFULLY ACCUSED, BUT RIGHT WITH GOD
When I was sent to jail for a crime I didn’t’ commit, I was understandably angry with a justice system that allows such injustices. However, while I have been in jail, my relationship with God is stronger than ever. As I was having my daily Bible study, I came across a familiar story of someone who was also wrongfully accused. But rather than being bitter, he did God’s will. In Genesis, Joseph gets thrown into prison based on a false account by Potiphar’s wife. Many people, myself included, would be upset by such injustice, but Joseph does God’s will. His trust in the Lord is rewarded, “But the Lord was with Joseph and extended kindness to him, and gave him favor in the sight of the chief jailer (Genesis 39:21). God’s kindness to Joseph goes farther; eventually Joseph is ruler over Egypt, overseeing for Pharaoh (Genesis 41). God had a plan for Joseph’s life. Joseph trusted God no matter what the circumstance. Even when Joseph wound up in prison for a crime he didn’t commit, Joseph’s faith was rewarded. If Joseph could be rewarded for his faith while he was in jail, anyone could. If you find yourself in jail, try to discover what God has planned for you, and how jail fits into that plan. 
                                                                     Kristen Shaw

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Inmates, please submit your inspirational thoughts for Words from Behind the Wall to Beth Marie Rexford, C/O International Christian Fellowship, 9146 Lincoln Ave, Brookfield IL 60513.  Office Phone: 708-387-9009. Thank you. 















